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TRACING THE GREY WOLVES IN EUROPE

e So far the Trial in Rome gives much more
substance to the ‘Grey Wolves Trail”’ than
to the Bulgarian Connection.

e How did the Turkish Neo-fascist activists
organize themselves in Europe?

e Attempts by the Ankara Regime to group
together Turkish rightist organizations abroad

e In Belgium, a Turkish Islamic Foundation was
set up grouping together both the Grey Wolves
and Turkish militants of the Christian Trade
Unions

& Since their leader’s release from jail, the Grey
Wolves are becoming again increasingly
aggressive.

“The attempt on the Pope’s life is linked with the third secret of Fatima. In the name of God the almighty, 1
announce the end of the world. I am Jesus Christ reincarnated, The whole world will be destroyed during this
generation...” (May 27, 1985)

“I was an ideologist rather than a terrorist. I used to make plans and schemes against the system, but I have
never killed anybody...” (June 5, 1985)

*“The orders to kill the Pope came from the Soviet Embassy in Sofia. We Grey Wolves acted with the complic-
ity of three Bulgarian officials in Rome, For the assassination attempt, the first secretary of the Soviet Embassy
in Sofia paid three million Deutsche Marks through Bekir Celenk...’(June 11, 1985)

These crazy words pronounced by Mehmet Ali Agca marked the opening of the trial of the “Bulgarian Cen-
nectlon which is being held in Rome. That sort of *‘reincarnation’ of the Turkish terrorist inside akind of *‘bunk-

', that was specially built for the trial of the Red Brigades, have given rise to serious doubts about the psychic
slate of this “Grey Wolf”, who is the main witness for the prosecution in the present trial against the Bulgarian
citizen Serghel Antonov and two of his fellow countrymen.

As noted by the Belgian daily Le Soir of May 28: “How could we trust this not very commendable person,
who js so eager to make confessions, to create confusion and whose views are subject to frequent sudden reversals?
And now he is even making statements worthy of a village idiot?”

Obviously, after Agca’s recent statement, the “Bulgarian Connection™ is in serious danger... In contrast, Agca's
cross-questioning —as well as that of Omer Bagci, another defendant at the Rome trial— is giving substance much
more to the “Grey Wolves Connection” than to the “Bulgarian Connection”,
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Just after the attempt on the pore’s lifc, the Grey
Wolves Connectlon had been disclosed by Info-Turk
Bulletin, in its May 1981 issue:

“One of the most ferocious murderes of the fas-
cist movement that brought about the coup d'état of
september 12th in Turkey, Mehmet Ali Agca shot the
Pope, the spiritual leader of the Catholic World.

“This tragic event shows oncu again the dimension
and the international connections of the Turkish fas-
cist movement that murdered more than 5.00C people
over a S-year period and provoked the installation of
a dictatorial regime in Turkey...

“The complicities of the Nationalist Action Party
{MHPF) and the "“Grey Wolves” ar¢ not limited to Tur-
key, but have ramifications in many other European
countries, notably among the neo-nazi organizations
in the Federal Republic of Germany. Tirkes, the lead-
or of the MHP had close contacts with Adolph Von
Thadden, tite NPD leader, and Joseph Strauss, the CSU
leader... All activities of the “Grey Wolves” in Europ-
ean countries have been covered by local neo-fascist
organizations,

“Mchmet Ali Agca is only onc of the numerous f
fascist murderers who found protection and shelter in
the FRG, After having escaped from Turkey, he was
tried by default and condemned to death in Turkey.
An international arrest-warrant was leveled upon him
through Intorpol, but no serious effort was made to
find and catch this ferocious murderer. He was not
thoubled by police during his travels though scveral
countries and had the opportunity to perpotrate one
of the most daring assassination attempts known in
modern history.”

In the same issuc we had given considerable evi-
dence of the Grey Wolves ties and complicity with
the German neo-fascist movement.

But certain media have started a campaign to pub-
licize the “Bulgarian Connection’:

Four of five days aftor the assassination attompt,
it was presented as a Soviet plot by the Itzlan daily
Giomnale Nuove.

On September 5, 1981, Rritish TV network ITV
claimed that the assassination attempt had been hatch-
ed by the Bulgarian and Soviet secret services.

On Septcmber 4, 1981, British TV network
Thames Television desigrated this affair as the *Dul-
garian Connection’’,

In September 1982, Reader’s Digest magezine
published a story by Claire Sterling on the “Bulgarian
Connection”,

Whereas betwcen dMay 13, 1981, and May 2, 1982
no element whatsoever that could be considered rele-
vant from a legal point of view, had been found to
support the argument in favor of possible Bulgarian
involvement, —oxaminig judge Martella started a new
investigation late in 1982, following Agca’s claime re-
garding the “Bulgarian Connection”, In the meantime,
Agca had been given a life-sentence for attempting on
liis own to murder the Popc.

Since then, these claims and the accusations level-
led by the examining judge at the three Bulgarians have
been refuted by several jurists and more recently by
Belgian lawyer Jules Chdmé who has held a press con-
ference in Drussels on May 29. At present, we have to
wait for the jury’s opinion.

Without trying to be controversial, we now sct
out to outline the present state of the Turkish extreme
right in Europe.

TRACING THE GREY WOLVES

Since the early seventies, the ‘“‘Grey Wolves"”, acti-
vists of the neo-fascist Nationalist Action Party (MHP),
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headed by former Colonel Tirkes, got themselves or-
ganized in all Buropean host countries for Turkish
migrant workers. They first set up local branches of
the MHP, but given that in Turkey at that time, under
the Political Parties Act, parties were forbidden to
organize themselves abroad, Turkey’s Constitutional
Court had warned the MHP that, unless it closed down
its foreizn branches, it was in danger of being banned
definitively.

Thereupon, from 1977 onwards, the Grey Wolves
closed down their branches abroad and got organized
within parallel organizations such as the “Home of
1dealists” (Ulklh Ocag1) or the “Turkish Cultural As-
sociation’ (TUrk Kiltiir Dernegi).

Following several visits of their leader Tiirkes, all
these Grey Wolves associations grouped together round
the Frankfurt based “Tirk-Federasyon”.

Shortly after these events, the West German Metal
Worker Union (IG Metall) published in its periodical
(Metall, No. 2 of January 23, 1980) an overall survey
on the Grey Wolves® organization, strategy and tactics
in West Germany.

Under the headline *‘Grey Wolves calling to the
Holy War>, this article, which was published shortty
after a Turkish member of IG Metall, Celalettin Kesim,
had been assassinated in Berlin on January 5, 1980 by
extreme-rights assailants, highlighted a great many
other bloody incidents provoked and perpetrated by
tho “Grey Wolves' in West Germany.

According to Merall, all activites of Turkish fas-
cists in Germany were directed by the Tlrk-Federas-
yon, lts chairman Serdar Celebi, now on trial in
Rome, was a member of the Turkish neo-fascist party.
The financial means of this organization were provided
by drug traffickers and by owners of “night clubs™.

One month earlier, Info-Tirk Bulletin had report-
ed that on November 27, 1979, two progressive mi-
prant workers had been assaulted and injured by “Grey
Wolves” in Frankfurt, as they refused to accept fascist
leaflets.

“Foltowing this incident, the German police
searched the headquarters of the Tdrk-Federasyon
(headquarters of the Grey Wolves in Federal Germany)
in Frankfurt and arrested the chairman of their local
association and another suspect.

“On the other hand, there are some indicaiton
that cxtreme-rightist terrorist Mehmet Al Agce is
operating among the “Grey Wolves™ in Europe, since
his escapo from a Turkish prison.

“Recently, on December 15, 1979, during an in-
cident betwecn leftist and rightist Turkish students in
Paris, junmen opened firc on the leftist studentsin a
coffee~houss, wounded five of thom as well as threo
French waiters. There are rumours that this amnbush
was planned and dirccted by Agea who escaped from
Turkey, But this claim was not confirmed yet by the
police authorities.” (Info-Tiirk Bulletin, no 38, De-
cember 1979.)

At that time, Grey Wolves activities in Belpuim
werce directed by a group established in the city of
Namur. This group, who had a very close relationghip
with Turkish intelligence officers who were on an as-
signiment at NATO hoadguarters near Mons, as well as
with curtain fascist-minded people at the Turkish Con-
sulate in Brussels, —had been developping its activities
in Brussels since April 1978, A man named Hasan Bil-
ge from Namur, had organized a first meeting on Ap-
ril 8, 1978 at a cinema in Schaerbeck (Brussels), with
Grey Wolves activists froin other countries taking
At the end of the meeting, an association was found-
ed under the pame “Turkish Cultural Associaton in
Brussels-Home of the Idealists.. (Bliyilk Ulkdi Dernegi-
Tilrk Ocagi).
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By cxploiting the religious feelings of the Turkish
migrant workers, born in a country with a soslim
majority, the Grey Wolves managed to develop at the
same tme their activitcs under cover associations
promoting Islamic culture. In Belgium about 500
people joined the Brussels based Association for Ista-
mic Culture (Briksel islam Kiiltir Cemiyeti), found-
ed by Hasan Iilze and his asscciates. This association
had bought for on¢ and a half inillion Selgian francs 2
housc located at 80-82, chaussée de Haecht in Erus-
sels, with the view of turning it into a mosque.

‘The links of this association with the MOP in Tur-
key were insured by one Thsan ierdanogiu wio used
to travel cach three months to Turkey at the head of
a four cars convoy. Then the same convoy came back
to Belgium with a load of fascist prepaganda.

Afterwards, associations for “‘Islamic Culture”
had been set up in other Belaiau cities in close relation-
ship with the Brussels based association. All thesc as-
sociaitons were supported by the Center for klamic
Culture, founded in 1978 with the backing of 21 Isla-
mic countries. After Islam gained official recognition
in Belgiuin in 1975, a coinmittee made up of the am-
bassadors of 21 Muslim countrics, rented with a 99-
year lease an orientalstyle building located in the
Cinquantenaire Park, Titen it wiss turned into a mos-
que and a Center for Islamic Culture, The Opening
ceremony was attended by the Eing of Saudi Arabia,
the King of Belgium and alse by the Turkich Ambus-
sador in Belgiuin,

Anothcr important activity of the Turkish fascists
in Belgium was aimed at developping Coran courses.
On the pretext of teaching them the Coran, children
under 12 of migrant workers were forced to atiend
these courses either after school or during weck-ends.

in its May 1979 issue, Info-Tlrk Builctin repert-
ed a series of aggressive actions by Grey Wolves against
progressive workers, According to the daijly Afilfivet
of December §, 1978, an official of the Delgian BSR
(thc equivelent of the American F3I) declared that hc
was aware of the growing unportance of ‘Turkish
extreme-right activities in Belgium, Insofar as they
proved harmful both to Turkish and Belgian commu-
nitics, necessary measures should b taken, ke added.

According to the same newspapcr, representatives
of Turkish workers said “‘that they don’t trust the
Turkish authoritics and that photocopies of letters
sent to the authorities were being passed round in the
pubs” Therefore, they expiaincd, “we cannot make
written complaints to the authorities, because our sc-
curity and life are in danger.”

Already in 1979, the Grey Wolves associations
were affiliatcd to the Franfurt based Tiirk-Federas-
yon, Moreover, their new baoss, Salahattin Saygin, was
clected member of the Boara of Tireciors of this as-
sociation.

NEYW GROUPING OF RIGHTIST ASSOCIATIONS

After the 1980 military coup, following the dis-
solution of the mco-fascist party and the dctention of
their leaders in Turkey, the Grey Wolves siowed down
their public activities in Europe a2ud became cautious
not to get into trouble during the next period,

As to the military who had seized power, in view
of the fact that all political ains of the nco-fascist
party were identical to those of the National Seeurity
Council (MGK), they ordcred Turkish diplomatic mis-
sions abroad to group together all pro-governmental
imizigrant assccistions into one single federation in
cach country. It should be noted that, besides the Grey
Wolves associations, thousands of religious Turkish
workers had got themsclves organized in the frame-
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work of associations aiming at buildingz mosques and
at repatriating the bodies of thc dead. By 1982, there
were about sixty associations of that kind in Belgium.

By order of the military government, the Turkish
Embassy in Belgium has imposed to the leaders of the
associations it has recognized, the idea of settingup a
federation on a national level. First, the leaders of se-
vera! associations were summoned to the Turkish Ge-
nerzl Consulate in Drussels in March 1982, Next, the
official of the Turkish Embassy in charge of social af-
fairs Ahmet Ersoy, three officials in charge of religious
affairs and two teachers of Turkish language and cul-
ture —all of tham commissioned by ihe Embassy— held
a constituent congress in EBrussels on May 30, 1982.
With this in view, they cailed on all associations which
have been recognized by the Embassy, to take part in
this constituent congrass, Although this congress was
given quite a lot of publicity by the Turkish news-
papers on sale in Belgium, nevertheless it did not result
in setting up a federation, because of differences of
opinion in the refigious circles.

After the first attempt at setting up a federation
ended in failure, a second artempt was made in the
ity of Ls Louvicre in April 1983, by another official
of the Turkish Embassy in charge of social affairs,
Osman Kurt, who is at the same time chairman of the
Turkish Workers Cultural and Mutual Assistance As-
sociations in La Louvidrc, But this time, it was a re-
sional initiative grouping together initially only four
associatons in Hainaut province (South—Vest Bel
pium), although it was designated as “‘Federation of
Turkish Workers Associations in ““Belgium",

At the same time, a-second federation was set up
by the relizious associations i Antwerp and de2signat-
¢d a3 “‘Federation of Turkish Islamic Cultural Associ-
2tions in Belgium™, :

Furthermore, in addition to these two federations,
a third one was sot up in early April 1984, grouping
together the Crey Yolves associations: the Federation
of Turco-Islamic Associations with ramifications in
Antwerp, Ghent, Brusscls, Liége and in Limburg pro-
vince {Heusden, Zolder, Peringen, Eisden).

The chairman of the constituent committee, Sa-
lahattin Saygin, who is also a member of the Board of
Directors of Tiirk-Federasyon in Frankfurt, was elect-
¢d unanimously ciizirman of the new federation.

Apparently, despite the fact that the common
aim of these three fedrations is to pomote Turkish
chauvinism and Islamic traditions to the detriment of
the Turksill workers’ integration into the host country,
mutual mistrust botween the Grey Wolves and the
fundamentalists, on tho one hand, and the Groy Wol
ves® stronper attachment to their leader Alparslan
Tirkes than to Turkey's present rulers, on the other
hand, has doomed te failure the attempt to set up a
single federation.

Thai is why Turkish Ambassador Fail Melek did
not conceai his disappointment in an interview with
the dally Mdrriyer published on Aprit 21, 1984: “I
would like to say with regret that, despite our efforts
50 far it his not yet been possible to achieve z union.
This iy regrettable.”

TURKISH ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

And yet, alrcady in 1982, the Turkish military
government had launched another initialve aimine at
getting control over at teast the religious activities of
the rightist associations, On December 29, 1982, the
Turkish press reported the sefting up of the “Turkish
Foundation for islamic Recligions Affairs” (Tirk ls
fam Diyaner Vakf1) in Belgium,

The founding members of this foundation which
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eroups together 23 Turkish mosques in Belgium, in-
cluded notably the chariman of the Religious Affairs
Department of the Turkish Republic, Tayyar Altiku-
la¢, the Religious Councellors at the Turkish Embas-
sies in Bonn, The Hague, Berlin, as well as the officials
in charge of religious affairs at the Turkish Embassy
in Brussels. At the first meeting of the Foundation,
Turkish Ambassador in Brussels Faik Melek wasnamed
honorary president, while the Religious Councellor at
this Embassy, Abdilbaki Keskin, was elected chairman.

This foundation had a religious center buit at
Boulcvard Général Jacques 38 - 1050 Brussels. It cost-
ed 18 milion £F,

The opening ceremony of this center took place
on May 11, 1985 in presence of Turkish State Minister
Kazim Oksay, chairman of the Religious Affairs
Department of the Turkish Republic Teyyar Altiku-
lag, Turkish Ambassador Faik Melck, along with the
leaders of the three rightist federations, includiny Sa-
lahattin Saygin, the leader of the Grey VWoives in Bel-
gium,

During the cermony, State Minister Oksay declar-
ed: “In the heart of Europe, amidst one of the world’ s
most important Christian cominunitics, you are
conducting activitics in order to promote our values.
All other ideas are inferior in comparison with ours
and they are doomed to disappear in the futurc, where-
as Islam will live eternally.” (Terciiman, 13.5.1985)

On the same day, the leaders of the Foundation
went to Limburg province and inaugurated therc new
Turkish mnosques in Heusden, Zolder, “Waterschei and
Winterslag,

What is astonishing is that shortly after the open-
ing of the premises of the Turkish Foundation for Is-
lamic Religious Affairs, the Association for Solidarity
with the Turkish Workers in the eity of La Louvicre
(TIDD), led by militants of the CSC (Confederation
of Christian Tradc Unjons), decided to joir this pro-
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governmental Foundation. According to the daily
Hiirriyet of Junc 8, 1985, the congress of this associa-
tion which resulted in the decision to join the Found-
ation, was attended by Turkish Counsul Selguk Incesi
and by Riza Selimbasogiu, Religious Councellor at
the Turkish Embassy. The names of most leaders of
this association appear also on the list of founding
meinbers and staff members of Tiirk-Danis, an associ-
ation which was st up by the CSC.

In this way, tze Turkish Embassy has managed to
offset its failed attempt to set up a single federation,
by groupiny together in the Islamic Foundation all
rightist associations as well as CSC militante,

As regards the Grey Wolves who had also joined
the Isloamic Foundation, they became again increas-
ingly aggrecsive, after their leader Tirkes was set free
in Turkey. The congress of Tirk-Federasyon was held
in Castrop-Rauxel, West Germany, on May 18, that is
to say on the eve of the opening of the Trial in Rome.
On this occasion, they adopted a resolution in support
to their former chairman Serdar Celebi, one of the de-
fendants at the trial, Ali Batman was re-elected chair-
man, while Salahatiin Saygin, the leader of the Grey
Voives in Belgum, was re-elected to the Board of Di
1ectors.

Next, the Grey Wolves passed a further stage at
the opening of the Trial in Rome: about fifty mem-
bers of the Tirk-Federasyon managed to get into the
court room chanting slogans in favor of their former
chairman,

Already on January 7, the Grey Wolves had dis-
played their force by injuring in Hannover a Turkish
migrant worker Zeki Sonrac:. Thiz active member of
the West-German trade union IG Metall had rofused
to accept a leaflet edited by the Tilrk-Federasyon.

So thc time has come for public opinion to pay
2s much attention to the Trail of the Grey Wolves as
to the “‘Bulgarian Connection™...

COMPETITION BETWEEN BUSIMESSMEN AND BRQOTHEL-KEEPERS

Each year Turkey's business tycoons comnpete
with one another for the title of highest taxpayer.
Nobody believes the tax paid is an accurate reflection
of the Tycoon’s real yearly gains, still it gives the ty-
coon satisfaction to appear on the top of the list of
taxpayers. Sometimes the competition involves the
top names in Turkey's show business toa.

But Turkey never had it so exciting as this year
when the top businessmen had to compete with Siim-
bill, the notorious brothe! owner who says sie is hap-
py to contribute in this way to the prosperity of the
country,

SUmbil, after paying the first installment of the
93.7 million TL income tax for 1984, said she has lived
up to the standards of some of Turkey’s top businéss
men, alluding to Sakip Sabanci, who is third on the
list of highest taxpayers, with roughly 452 million TL
paid this ycar.

Sabanci has been generous in his praises of Sim-
bil, who he said, should be 2 gond exantple to some
of Turkey's businessmen,

While the jssue was being debated cven at the Na-
tional Assembly, the newspapers of May 14, 198§
published the tax data concerning this ycar. Accor-
ing to the official coinmuniquéc of the Tax Adminis-
tration, the income tax to bt paid by Sdmbil rose in
1985 to 104.1 million TL, while another brothel boss,
Matild Manukyan is declaring a 98,8 million TL tax,

As reported in the March 1984 issuc of Info-Tiirk
Bulletin, as a result of rapid impoverishment in the
Jower social strata, the number of victims of prostitu-

tion has increased by 100 pc over the past ten years.
According to extensive research, 238,000 women have
becn driven to choose prostitution as a way of life.
1,724 of these women practice this “profession” in
brothels iicenced by the Stale, about 25,000 in illegal
brothels and the rest as “call grls”.

TURKEY'S RICHEST MEN

The weekly Nokrg has recently published a sur-
vey spotlighting Turkey's richest families, Out of the
country’s 100 richest fainilies, ten hold cach a fortune
of over 200 bitlion TL (400 million dollars), namely
Koy, Sabanci, Karamehmet, Yasar, Eczacibas), Ding
kok, Yazicy, Haznedavoplu, Kogak and Ercan families,

Contrary to this classification, in the list of tax-
payers for 1985, some new nanes appear as record-
breakers, namely Mehmet Ali Yilmaz (814.6 million
TL), Yitksel Titanoglu (758.6 million TL), fanik Tara
(600.2 million TL}.

As for the companies, AkDank (a private bank be-
longing to the Sabanci family) comes first with 5,511
million TL, followed by Turkish Airlines (5.068 million
'L}, 1BM (3.860 million TL), Shell Company (3.496
million TL), Turkish Foreien Trade Bank (2.909 mil-
lion TL)and US Citybank (2,822 million TL).

Another category of taxpaycrs, that of show
stars, is led by singer Emecl Sayin with 20,7 million
TL, tellowed by movie actor Kemal Sunal with 13
million TL.

The daily Hiirriye: of May 26, 1985 pointed out
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that, even if the doclared income tax2s are considered
reliable, there is still a colossal gap between the net
incomes of the businessmen and wage-earncrs,

After deduction of taxes from their gross reve-
nues, the annual net income of five top businessmen
has been calculated as follows:

Mehmet Ali Yilmaz 534.4 million TL, Yiksel Ti-
tanoglu 506 million TL, Sarik Tara 400.4 million TL,
Ali Osman Sénmez 354.6 million TL and Ali Riza
Carmiskli 310 million TL.

As for the wage-owners, annual miniinum nef sa-
lary is only 199 thousand TL and it can rise to 47)
thousand TL for qualified workers. So, the annual in-
com¢ of a worker getting the ininimum salary is 2,721
times less than the annual income of the record-hold-
¢r in tax payment.

Furthermore, according to DECD statistics, of all
member countries the greatest amount of centribu-
tions deducted from gross salary is in Turkey, The
reason for this is that the incoine tax, social security
cnntributions and excise tax totalize 32.4 percent of
gross salary in Turkey, This percentage is only 5.9 in
Luxembourg, 7.1 in France, 7.8 in Austria, 9 in Japan,
10.8 in Belgium, 11.7 in Switzerland, 18.2 in Britain,
19.9 in [taly.

ISLAMIC BANKS iN TURKEY

Turkey, whose commercial refations with istamic
countries have increased tenfold over the past ycars,
has recently authorized two Turkish-Arab islamic fi-
nancinl ¢stablishemnts to operate in the country: Al
Baraka and Fuisal Finance, of which the principal
shareholders ara Saudi Arabian businessmen,

“Different ways, difterent fonmns...”’ is the slopan
of the advertisement campaign launched by Fuisal Fi-
nance, Turkish branch of the renowned Dar-al-Maal-
Al-Islam, set up in 1981 and based in Geneva, Faisal
Finance docs not promise intcrest to its future invest-
ors since leading at interest is forbidden by Islam, but
‘‘a share in profits or losses””,

On the opening day of the Istanbul branch, quite
a few bearded investors wearing 2 beret 1ushed the
counters; young secretaries covered with a kerchief in
conformity with islamic rules, answered tclephone
calls asking for an appointment with the bank officials.

This exceptionna) event in Turkish business circles
was commented by Artun Unsal in the Suisse daily le
Journal de Gencve of April 13-14, 1985 as follows:

“Muslim at 98 pc, Turkey has been proclaimed a
secular statc, But certain Kemalist circles (who stick
1o the principles of the founder of the Republie, Mus
tafa Kemal) have recently become alarmed at Lhe spec-
tacular rush of financial sources coming from islamnic
regimes: Arab dignitaries can be seen very often in Is-
tanbul where the come in order to buy or to get built
residences at the shores of the liosphorus,

“The presence of Arat investors in Turkish busi-
ness circles is, in faet, not a new phenomenon. This
could alrcady be observed in Turkey at the time when
the pro-islamic party MSP was influent in Turkish po-
litics (prior to the coup d’état of 1980), it seems that
the formula of profit-sharing has alrcady et with
success, The Ozai Government has alrcady succecded
in attracting the savings of Muslims by selling some
big public properties such as the suspension bridge o-
ver the Bosphorus or the Keban Dam in Eastern Ana-
tolia. In principle, the shareholders will never get an
interest for their investment, but they will take tbeir
shares in the profits coming trom these properties.

“For the FFaisal Finance or Al-Baraka, the essen-
tial is to mobilise and channol to investments the ca-
pital of the faithful. For the Turkish Government, it
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is a matter of attracting foreign capital mainly coming
from the Arab countries, and since Turkey is no longer
a society based on fundamentalist principles, there
will be no danger for the secular myths of the State.
For a good Musulman, it is the source of an addition-
al income, So, everyone can find in this affair his own
intercst...”

FABULOUS PROFITS OF BANKS

Mainly because of high intercst rates and amend-
ments in foreign exchange regulations, Turkish banks
and also foreign banks operating in Turkey made tre-
mendous profits in 1984.

Alt Turkish banks excceded their planned targets
and broke their former records. Even banks that suf-
fered losses previously, have recovered and made sub-
stantial zains. According to data provided by banks,
thiz gain realized by Turkish banks was approximately
173 percent, Is Bank's profit amounted to 125 per-
cent and Akbank’s 198 percent.

BANKS 1983 Profits 1984 Profits

(million lira) (miliion lira)
Is Bankasi 10,300 23,500
Akbank 8,000 23,200
Halk Bankas: 2,000 10,000
Disbank 2,500 7,500
Tiirkbank 2,000 5,500
Uluslararas: Bank 3,100 5,2G0
Sekerbank 1,7¢0 2,300
Yapi vo Kredi 80 1,200
Garanti Bankasi 702
Pamukbank 344 520
1ktisat Bankas: 49}

(Source: The Turkish Dally News, April 8, 1985)

PROFITS OF FOREIGN BANKS

The daily Riirriyet of May 13, 1983 reported
that the past year had been a year of fabulous profits
for the forcign banks operating in Turkey as well. Ac-
cording to the caily, the number of forejen banks al-
lowed to have branches in Turkey has reached 13. The
comparative list of their capital and profits in 1984
reads as follows:

BANKS CAPITAL PROFIT

(naillion lira) (million lira)
American Express 5,149 4,066
Arab-Turkish Bank 240 2,004
Citybank 3,787 3,480
Banco di Roma 3,304 1,395
Habtb I'ank 2,382 1,256
The Chase Manhottan 1,965 23
First Nationat 2,219 108
Hollantse Bank 2,100 13
Bank Mellat 2,103 4
ranufacturer Haonover 2,394 81
Trust Company 499 426

TURKISH CONTRACTORS ABROAD

One of the indicators of the development of eco-
nomic tics between Turkey and Arabic countrics is
the incrensing volume of contracts held by Turkish
contractors operating in the Middle East and North
Afl'icﬂ.

According to a survey by the Financial Times,
the Turkish companies operating in these countries,
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with contracts totalizing 14 billion doilars, have over-
taken Italian, West-German, French and South-Forean
contractors operating in theé same aren.

According to tha data of 1982, Turkish contract-
o1s obtained a total of 5 10.3 billion in Libya, §3.4
hillion in Saudi Arabia, $ 1.2 billion in Irag, § 48 bil-
lion in Jordan, § 34 millicn in UAE, § 25 million in
Kuwait, and § 19 million in Senegal.

llowever, in the years of 1983 and 1984, Turkish
firms suffercd n decrease in contract volume, due to
the financial problems of Libya.

"GUERILLA WARFARE IN EASTERN TURKEY”

Although Turkey’s rulers have been trving to un-
derplay the armed resistance of Kurdish militants in
the south-castern part of the country, the clashes be-
tween them and the security forces which began on
August 15, 1984 have already coused, according to
official figures, more than {50 victims.

\Yhat is more, following a visit to the operation
area, on May 23, the Interior Minister of Ozal’s Go-
vernment, Mr Yildinim Akbuhut, referring to the re-
sistance of Kurdish militants, said: “This is a warfare,
a gucrilla warfare... All imaginable measures have been
taken against them, Specially trained teams arc on the
spot. Gendarme units and police forces are also there.
But, this is a gucrllla sffair, Thay hit and escape, It is
very diffizult fo estimate when and from where they
come."

This statement by the top official in charge of in-
ternal security has aroused strong reactions from those
circles who seek to minitnize the resistance. In its cdi-
torial, the daily Gines of May 24, 1985 said: ““This
statement, besides being regrettable, is not factual,
Brigands who desire to imitate rural puerillas have ihus
been given an exaggerated status... To state “thisis a
guerilla war’® is a tacit acccptancc of a state of civil
war in Turkey, Especially when the words belong to a
person of authority suck asthe minister of Internal Af-
fairs, It should not be expressed, even if it wore true.,.”

At the National Assembly, a spokesman of the
Nationalist Democracy Party (MDP) approached the
question from another point of view, He said: “If a
minister of the Turkish State designates the incidents
as a guerilln warfare, our State will ke obliged to act
according to internstional conventions and to treat
the captured persons as war prisoners.”

As renctions broke out at his minister’s statement,
Prime Minister Ozal was forced {¢ contradict him, on
day 29, 1985, stating that: "Their total number is u-
bout 400-5090. Half of them have already been captur-
ed, the other halt have surrendercd. This is a maticr
of a few pillagers. I do not attach importance to them.
This is not an affair lo te exaggerated.”

Nevertheless, the figures piven by different scurees,
official or unofficial, yre not in conformity neither
with Ozal’s claiin nor with cach other.

The total number of those whe fell in armed cla
clashes since the beginning of Kurdish attacks on Au-
gust 15, 1984, has beon presented by different dailies
as follows:

CUMHURIYEY (hay 3): 2 officers, 7 NCOs, 19
soldiers, 13 civilian citizens and 12 [Nurdish militants.

. HURRIYET (May 14): The number of LKurdish
“separatists™ opcerating in the area is cstimated at a-
bout 1,800, 56 of whom have been chot death and
569 capturcd alive. As for the number of those who
have been killed by them: 5 officers, 17 NCOs, 36
soldiers and 2 policomen,

CUMHURIYET (May 27} The number of cap-
tured “‘separatists” rose to 707, 115 of whom are jc-
cused of having participated in armed opcrations, 130
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of being armed by them and 360 of having given shel-
ter to them. As for the number of victims: 4 officers,
6 NCOs, 25 soldiers, 2 policemen, 44 civilian citizens
and 62 Kurdish militants,

In addition to the monthly data on the nuinber
of vietims and captured, we are giving below the fi-
cures of the last month:

4.5, in the town of Mutki in Bitlis province, 2
NCOs, 2 sergeants and one soldier were shot dead by
Kurdish militants, tirec of wiiom fell in the same clash
and two were captured wounded, On the same day, in
the district of Eruh of Ziirt province, 17 presumed
Wurdish activists were captured by the security forces

5.5,in 3iirt, two Kurdish militents werc shot
dead and a third one escaped after being wounded,

11.5,in Eruh, an army leutenant and 2 soldiers
werc fatally injured by Kurdish militants, four of
whom were also killed during the clash,

15.5, in Tunceli, the security forces shot dead 2
Hurdish militants and wounded another one,

19.5, in the distriet of Silopi in Mardin province,
a Kurdish militant was shot dead, another wounded
and o third one 1nanaged to escape,

20.5, in the zame area 3 soldier was shot dead by
Kurdish militants.

22.5, in Tunceli, 20 Kurdish militants were cap-
tured by the security forces.

23.5,in the province of Sanhwurfa, five Kurdish
militants were fatally injured in an nrmed clash, during
which n policeman and a civilian were also shot dead.

31.5, in the district of Idil in Mardin province, o
Kurdish militant was shot dead by security forces,

As for the fate of captured militants or those
who ar¢ being acewsed of being their accomplices,
titey are put on trial by military courts, the majority
of them facing the death penalty.

The first mass trial concerning the Kurdish armed
rosistance had already begun i Diyarbakir, on Decem-
bei 25, 1984, with 84 defendants all facing death sen-
tenees. It was followed by another trial of 19 defen-
dauts, 8 of whom arc liablc to capital punihment.

Recently:

15.5,in Divarbakir, 16 new defendants were
hrought before 2 miilitary tribunal, 14 face the death
penalty.

19.5, in Divarbakir, anew trial was opcned against
12 presumed militants, three of whom face death sen-
tences.

The vast wajority of the defeniants are presumed
militants of the Workers® Party of Kurdistan {(PKK).

I fact, hundreds of PKK members or presumed
mnentbers of this Kurdish political organisation have
been put on trial by Jifferent military tribinals since
tiwe military coup d’Gtat, and 121 of them have alrcad-
v been sentenced to death. According to the Februga-
ry 1985 issuc of this party’s pross orpane Serxwebidn,
the distributinn of death sentcnees is as foilows:

Birecik: 7, Diyarbakir: 35, Viransehir: 5, Urfa-
merkeez: 5, Halfeti-Bozova: 1, Surug: 4, Elazig: 3, Bat-
man: 10, Adiyvaman: 14, Iskenderun: 2, Erzurum: 1,
Ankoera 1, Murdin: 22,

According tn press reports, the sceretary general
of PYK is abroad ond presumed in 8yria. At the end
of NMay 1985, the Turkish Government applied to the
Syrian. Government. for the extiadition of Secretary
General Abedullah Cealan. Tt

Ca the other fmnd, a RKurdish lawyer, Hilseyin
Yildirim, who is a political icfugee in Durope, was
detained by the police on May 21st, 1985 in Sweden.
He had heen bmprisoned in Diyarbakir in 1982, and
subjocted to torture for defending Kurdish political
prisoners. After 1 10-month detention, he fled Tur-
key and got political asylum in Sweden.
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He gave his eyewiiness acccunt of torturc pract-
ice and state terror in Turkey, and was subsequeéntly
invited by the Europcan Parlisment, the Council of
Europe, the European Commission on fluman Rights
and by scorss of buman rights organizations to zive
his testimony.

The arrest of Hiiscyin Yildinim in Sweden has
given rise to strong reactions in dumocratic circles in
Europe.

The Swedish Govorninent has claimed that ths
Kurdish Jawyer had been arrested in accordance with
Article 30 of the Anti-Terror Act, but has nof vet
specified the rcal motive for his anicst,

In protest at Yildarum’s arrest, in many cities in
BEurope, Kurdish groups have occupied Swedish embas-
sies, calling for the release of their fellow countryman,

OTHER ARRESTS IN MAY

10.5, in Ankara, 7 left-wing milicants dotained.

18.5, in Istanbul, 4 loft-wing militants detained.

22.5, in Ankara, 18 left wing militants detained.

25.5, security forces detained 28 left-wing milit-
ants in Istanbul; 14 in Musand 1} in Ankara.

28.5, n total of 20 militants were detained in Iz-
mir, Aydin, Ankara, Siirt and Bitlis,

621 WORKERS CORNDEMNED

Onc of the biggest mess trials ended on May 17,
1985 in Amasys with onc death sentence, 12 lifc-sen-
tences and 608 prison tetms of up to 20 years,

The trial of 9C1 workers of Yeni Celtek lignit
mines started threc years ago telore a military tribu-
nal in Amasya. All defendants are members of the
kine Workers® Union (Yeralt: Maden-ls), affiliated to
the Progressive Trade Unions Confcderation (DISK}.

Prior to the military coup d’état, the miners had
gont a few timcs on strike. Vhen the employer decid-
ed a lock-out, tlicy organized on their initiative {he
mining and marketing of lignit.

Following the military intervention, oll workers
who had gone on strike and the lcaders of their trade
unjon were arrested and subjected fo torture.

It should be underlined that one of thosc who
were condemned to 20 year’s imprisonment is a 65-
year old woman who is accused of having parficipatcd
in the workers’ action.

The Chairman of Yeralt: Naden-Is, Cetin Uygur,
I3 beiug frled simultaneously 1t the main mass trial of
DISK leaders in Istanbul.

OTHER CONDEMMNATIONS

11.5.in Diyarbakir, 22 presumcd monbers of
two Kurdish organisations, Rizgari and Alanzgari,
were condemncd to prison terms of up to 12 years.

22.5, in Erzincan, a niass irial of Durdish militants
ended with 2 death seniences, vno life-sentence and
67 prison terms of up to 13 years,

TP CONDEMNATIONS APPROVED

The military Court of Cassatior approved on
ifay 29, 1985 the condemnations of 72 officials of

the Workers’ Party of Turkey (TH), while it was uver-’

ruling the condemnatlons of 31 other defendants.

TIP was one of the legal socialist parties prior to
the military conp d'état and was closed down by the
National Security Council along with othcr legal par-
ties. Although the arrested members of the party's
Central Committce rejectod the military prosecutor’s
accusation that the party nad adopted a mandist-loni-
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nist policy, the inilitary tribunal of Istanbul Martial
Law Command condemned the defendants according
to Article 141 of the Turkish Penal Code.

NEW MASS TRIALS

4.5, in Istanbul, 113 presumed militants of Re-
volutionary Left (Dev-Soi} were brought before a mi-
litary tribunal. 15 of them face the death penalty,

15.5, in Ankara, the trial of 27 persons, presum-
e¢d members of the workers's Party Xurdistan (K1P)
and Vanguard Workers' Party of Kurdistan (PPKXK)
began at a military tribunal. They face prison terms
of up to 15 years,

TORTURE ALLEGATIONS

During the trinl of IP and PPRK defendants in
Ankara, on May 26, Bchget Cantrk said that the de-
positions had been obtzined by the police under tor-
turc. Another defendant, Iorkmaz Cdldag: said: *“Wp
were tortured at the police center. The depositions
were written by torturers and we were forced to si
them. Later on they threatened us by saying that j
we refused to sign these depositions, we would be
subjected to worse.”

On the other hand, on May 20, the Populist Party
(IIP) Chairinan Necdet Calp held a press conferefice
and said: "“There are in Turkey both torture practice
and political prisoners. In view of tho extension of
torture practice we have urged the jovernment to
take necessary measures to stop it and fo tnke legal pro-
ceedings against those who ale responsible for torture,”

MAYQOR DIED IN PRISON

The main defendant of the mass triat of Fatsa, Mr
Fikri Sonmez was found dead in his cell in Amasya
piilitary prison. He was being tricd along with 734
other defendants on chases of having attemnpted to
destroy Turkey’s constitutional order. He faced the
dcath penalty.

Although the prison authorities clzim that he died
of a heart attack, his comrades say that his death oc-
cusred dusg to the ithuman prison conditions to which
he had becn subjected.

In 1979, ex-tailor Fikri S6nmez was clected in-
dependent Mayor of Fatsa, a town of 15,00C inhabit-
ants on thc Black Sea coast (dependent on the pro-
vince of Crdu) in 1979, S6nmez ecmbarked on an ori-
ginal experionce in municipal administration. Through
a network of district committees he worked out a
form of local seif-government.

His success in solving, in a very short time, prob-
lems relating to highway maintenance, cleanness and
public health, and his success in the field of transpor-
tation brought upon him the sympathy of all local
organizations and political parties cven that of the
right-wing ones (excopt, of course, the neo-fascist AM1IP)

In a natienal context wliere, like in many deve-
loping: countrics, the problems of daily life remain un-
resolved, Fatsa‘s achiovements arovised alively interest
in the other parts of the country, For this very reason,
the military do not forgive him, Besides, before the
miitary coup d'état of Scptember 1980, anny umnits,
operating within the tramework of Operation Point,
had raided the town of Fatsa and had detained Fikri
Sénmez as the leader of this experience of local self-
sovernment,

He died at the age of 47, His mortal remains were
carricd to his native village Kabakdag: and buried
with a ;modest ceremony despite the efforts of rightist
circlos (o provent it.
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PRESSURE ON INTELLECTUALS

- Turkish prizewinner actor Genco Erkal and his
fellow actor Avni Yalgin were datained on May 10 in
Bursa for using a switchblade while performing a play.
Accused of “‘carrying publicly deadly weapons”, he
was reteased a few days later.

- A women preacher, Emine Senliklioglu, was
condemned, on hiay §, to 7 years and 6 months pri-
son term for making anti-sccular propaganda in a ook
which she had recentiy published. She was immedi-
ately imprisoned.

- On May 21, the militery prosecutor took legal
proceedings against Oktay Akba!, columnist of the
daily Cumhuriyet, for stirring up people in one of jiis
articles.

- On May 3§, twe journalists of the review Miaya,
Unal Yaltink and iMehmei Necmettin Onder were
brought before a military tribunal for haviny publish-
ed torture allegations, Both of thera face 8 years in
prison,

RIGHT TO VOTE FFOR iMMIGRANTS

More than 350,000 iminigrants in Holland will be
allowed to vole at the coming local elections, Dutch
Members of Parliament have recently adopted by an
overwhelming majority (143 cut of 150) the Lill giving
immigrants inhabiting for more than five vears in this
country the right to vote. Sceven “noes” came from
the deputies of a few smalt ripht-wing parties,

In France, the President of the Republic bas de-
clared that he is in favour of giving immigrants the
rizht to vote,

SAVINGS OF TURKISH IMMIGRANTS

According to 2 survey published Ly the daily
Cumhuriyet of February 3, 1985, the annual income
of Turkich migrant workers in the FRG is estimated
at about 16-18 billion Di1 in 1984, Out of this total,
Turkish iremigrants have saved in 1984 about 4 &il-
lion Di and invested them in German banks. While
the Turkish nationals were saving 23 po of their total
incomme in 1984, the saving rate was 14.6 pe for the
Gerinan citizens, Nevertheless, the saving rate of Tur-
kish nationals has dropped in comparison with 1978
when it was 23 pe.

The same survey points ouf that 24,000 Turkish
nationzls in the FRG have enraged in business using
their savings, In 1984 they employed morc tian
60,0C0 persons.

Many Turkish workers have invested their savings
in 322 comamercial and industrial companies operat-
ing in Turkey, But quite a few of these companies
founded with the partnership of more than 155,000
Turkish workers, turned out to e rather unsuccessful
and soinc of tham are in danger of poing bankrupt.
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NEW TURKISH IMMIGRANTS

While the industrialized Furopean countries were
closing their borders to new migrant workers, since
1680 Turkey hias sent 232,033 workers abroad, espe-
cially to the islamic countrics of the Near East and
North Africa.

According to the daily Tercliman of May 8, 1985,
the number of Turkish workers who have left their
country was 41,599 in 1983 and 35,821 in 1984,

ANTI-IMMIGRANT ACTS

6.5, in ¥refeld (FRG), a Turkish family was as-
saulted by two Germains hitch-hikers whom they hod
picked up on the highway, The head of the family,
Avni Sogilt was badly wounded by the assailants.

8.5, in Perlin, a Turkish woman Cevale Manda,
33, was attacked and wounded by five German young-
sters while she was poing to her workplace.

11.5,in Brusscls, » Turkish taxi driver, Hikmct
Kaplan, 46, was shot by an unkrnown person in his cab.

12.5, in Erlenbach (FRG), a Turkish national, Al-
tau Alev, 42, was found dead. The police found out
that he had been beaten at his haad with sometiling
heavy.

22.5, in Rotterdam, a 36-yeur old Turkish citizen
8. Tas, was shot dead by unidentified persons.

24.5, in Strasbourg, ~ 14-year old Turkish girl
was found murdered in a forest. According to the po-
lice, she liad been raped by her asszilants hefore being
kitled,

SUICIDES OF IMMGRANTS

A collective suicide of four yowths, among whom
a Turkish national, has caused considerable emotion
in FRG. A 19-year old Turkish nationmal, Y. Hilrkan
and his thirce friends of the saing age were found dcad
in a pgarage. They had committed suicide by gassing
themselves.,

According to his friends’ testimony published in
the newspapers of May 20, 1985, this younyg Turk, af-
ter having finished his high-school education, had
werked for some tine in @ zoo, but hie had been fired
later on. Prior to this collective suicide, he frequently
used to conplain about his hopeless situation,

In Belgium, on kiay 5, 1985, a 1 5-year old Turkish
pirl, Meliha Surcr was found dead. She had comunitted
suicide by hanging hersclf in her room in Berchem,

On Lisy 22, in Haanover (FRG), a Turkish na-
tional, Gsman Esmer committed sutcide by throwing
himself through the window of the third floor of the
hospitat where he had been sent for treatinent,

On kay 23, in Zaandem (Holland), a 1 8-year old
Turkish girl, Zuhiye durak died after falling from the
13th floor of a building. Sler parents guess that she has
committed suicide asa1csult of a nerveous breakdown.

Ed.Resp; Mateo Ataluf - 24, Venelle aux Quatre Noeuds - 1160 Bruxelles - Dep.Leg; 2108



