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Following publication of revelations from a for-
mer police torturer, public debate on torture became
widespread in Turkey in January 1986. The testimony
from former torturers and accusations from those for-
merly detained or from the families of disappeared
tainees, daily reinforce the number of those who ask
that government formally and firmly condemn all
forms of torture by its *‘secular arm.”

The Populist Social-Democrat Party (SHP) has
also requested the creation of a parliamentary enquiry
commission on torture to propose the necessary re-
forms which may bring an end to torture.

In a similar context, the Turkish government on
February 1 gave its first report about torture and the
*‘evolution towards democracy” to the Council of Eu-
rope’s Commission on Human Rights. The contents
of this report, written up in accordance with the
“friendly settlement” between Turkey and the five
European countries, has been kept strictly confiden-
tial (see: Bulietin Info-Tiirk of December 1985).

On the other hand, the military tribunal of Ankara
on February 8 acquitted 59 Turkish intellectuals ac-
cused of having gone against martial law by circulating
a petition demanding an end to torture, to the death
penalty and to restrictions on freedom of the press in
Turkey. This petition had been put before President
Kenan Evren in May, 1984, Ankara still having been
under martial law at that time. The president of the
tribunal justified the acquittal on the grounds that ev-
idence pointing to the intellectuals’ guilt was lacking.

Without any doubtg all this debate is the conse-
quence —on one hand— of the strengthening of pop-
ular resistance to the anti-democratic practices of the
present regime; and, on the other hand, of the pressure
being put on Ankara by European democratic forces
who demand total respect to human rights in the
Southeast of Europe,

A

THE HANGER
OF PALESTINE

Of all the forms of tor.
ture practised n Tur-
key, this is the most
painful. It is currently
practisad. It is not sasy
to resist. One cannot
bear it for more than 20
minutes, Whether for
man or woman, the pro-
cadure is the same. The
victim is suspended
completsly nude. The
hands are tied from be-
hind with belts in the
middle of which a hole
is made before a pipe
through it. The victim
climbs onto a stool, is
suspanded from hooks
in the ceiling and the
stool is withdrewn, As
the victim hangs in the
alr, the shoulder blades
and the sides exert tre-
mendous pressure on the
lungs and at this mo-
ment the victim fesls a
pain 30 unbearable that
he faints after a while.
But he is given an elec-
tric charge to make him
regain  consciousness.
Cables are attached to
his big toe and to his
sexual organs. A cable
hangs “‘empty” asnd by
sometimes attached to
the nose or aars, in other
words, to the places
which will hurt him
most. The operation
continues untll the pa-
tlent responds “correct-
ly"" to the questions he
Is ssked.
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THE BUTCHER'S
HANGER

Thare are two kinds of han-
gers in an interrogation
room: the butcher’s hanger
and the hanger of Palestina.
Thay both are fixed to the
same plece: the ceiling. If

THE FALAKA (Blows on the soles of the feet)

The ‘‘Falaka’” fashion has already passed. As of now,
even the criminais are not submitted to it: they them-
selves undergo the electric shocks, The 'falaka’’ islittle
usad becausa it leaves traces, If the victim has received
the “'falaka,’” ha will urinate bloocd. When one does not
find an appropriate corner for the ‘'falake,’’ Onecan use

a chair, Onae puts the feet through the back of a chair, gtt'l:ardio!eangt wv:?g;s ;hr:
on which someane alse sits, in such a way that the vic- attached to0 ;aech but the
tim cannot move. Ha lies on his back and the policasits maans of using them is dif-
in such a way as to block his feat which someone beats, farent. Again, there is a
on the soles, with a club or baton. pipa, two hooks and a bait,

The difference from tha
other? Here the victim
hangs by his feet and ha is
completely nude.

CRUCIFIXION

The victim is hung
from the wall with
his wrists in line
with his albows, Al
his body waeight is
supported by his
arms. He is com-
pletely nudae again.
As ha is also baund
at the elbows, he
cannot fall down
How much time?
Often he has frac-
tures of his arms
and legs, He re-
caives “‘falaka’

blows only irre-
gularly,

PENETRATION
OF BOTTLE
OR BATON

This is appliad to
women and man,
If the victims
sit on Coca-cola
botties, the
bottles are
filled with
blood

Ty

——

WATER UNDER PRESSURE

Fira hoses ere usad. This form of torture
is generally used on women, When one
projects water on the vegine of a woman
who is blindfolded, this provokes serious
THE TORTOISE CELL: The victim enters bent o- psychic results, She goes intoshock when
ver, He cannot budge: his articulations ara blecked. the water hits her,
When he teaves, he walks |ike a hunchback. This
breaks his spirit and causes him pain.




OPERATION TABLE: It is catted a table, but it is not reslly one.
It is a cot. There are belts at certain points of the cot. The victim
is tied by his feet and hands, completely nude with eyes blind-
folded. Afterwards, his body is wet with salty water toassure that
the current passes through his entire body. The saity water is
thrown on both the victim and the cot. Therefore, when the
electric charge comes, it goes through his whole body.

SEPTIC PIT

This is generelly apolied to
the leaders of an organiza-
tion, when the intarrogation
is finished end sfter breeking
the victim's spirit. He is put
in the septic pit up to the
neck. He does not leave it
until he has to follow the
cell of nature. When halaaves
the pit, he has on his body
fist-sized lumps of filth.
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SALTY CHEESE

Pipes are installed around a room end fitted with
taps. The room has taps ell around, The victim is
gat in the middle of the room with hands end feet
tied. He is given very salty cheese to eat. The taps
are then allowed to run incessantly.

COLLECTIVE TORTURE: This is applied whean an accused does not talk or hides a part of tha truth. One of his hands
is hendcuffed to bars along the well. His ayes are blindfolded. A label is attached to his back. Those responsible for his
punishment ect according to the instructions on the lebel. For instance, do not give him anything to eat or drink, but
he may go to the toilet. Certain instructions go with certain actions. We have no proof but we suspect that the accus-
ad has hidden tha neme of his collaborators or parts of things that took plage. In this cass, he is forbidden to eat, drink
or go to the toilat. H he is not being punished, ha can receive water. Beyond that, he shall receive nothing.

However, despite the lifting of martial law in Is-
tanbul and Ankara, debate on torture has not deve-
loped as it should, and those who dare to make any
revelations or demand firm measures for an end to
torture often risk intimidation, threats, or simply
persecution,

In minimising the testimony or irrefutable revela-
tions, govermment circles describe all debate on torture
as an element of the communist campaign seeking to
discredit the Turkish police and to destroy the Tur-
kish State’s prestige abroad.

Even “‘President of the Repubic’ Evren and his
prime minister Ozal have made themselves heard in
this manner. During a visit to the presidential palace
and braving General Evren’s anger, Aydin Gilven Gir-
kan, the chairman of the SHP, found himself obliged
to iustify his parliamentarians’ steps against torture in
the following way: ‘“Mister President, as you know,
there’s a big campaign abroad proclaiming that de-
mocracy does not exist in Turkey and that human
rights are systemactically violated. Five European
countries have begun a process to judge the Turkish
State by international standards. We want to show
them that these topics can be discussed in Turkey
under every circumstance. By our parliamentary initi-
ative on this subject, we render a service in the interest
of our country..."” According to Milliver of February
8. General Evren would have allowed this opinion,
but advising the parliamentary opposition leader not
to 2o too far and to be prudent in his declarations.

All the same the authorities’ reaction to the
weekly Nokrz which published the admissions of a
former police torturer has not been as understanding.

Sedat Caner has admitted in his interview that
he had practised torture on 200 left or right-wing ac-
tivists after the military coup, He has also revealed
the names of detainees who have been killed during
torture,

What’s more, Nokta, basing itself on Caner’s reve-
lations, published drawings which explained the dif-
ferent methods of torture used at interrogation centers,

It was after these revelations that polemics were
let loose in the Turkish press as well as the National
Assembly, While Prime Minister Ozal proclaimed that
the author of the admissions was an extreme lefist mi-
litant and that his declarations had no credibility at
all, the Minster of the Interior accused Vokta of taking
part in the campaign of lies organized and orchestrat-
ed by communist organizations abroad,

However, since martial law has been lifted in a
great part of the country, a banning of the weekly by
a mere decree from a military commander has not been
possible anymore, Nevertheless, while waiting for a
decision from the judge on the ban and seizure of the
editions which had the former torturer’s admissions,
thousands of police officers were made to by in bulk
all copies of the daily in each of the country’s prov-
vinces, Some days later, a justice of the peace in Is-
tanbul decided on confiscating the weekly in question,

As for the former torturer, he has been brought
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before the Public Prosecutor in Ankara and was arrest-
ed immediatcly to testify before the judiciary. It is
possible that he may be tried as a tortuser, s well as
certain police officors held responsible for their vic-
tim's death in certain torturc cases.

Doubtlessly, all these judicial actions will be held
up before world opinion as new proof of the “good-
will” of Turkoy’s loaders.

But tortura is not only the deed of certain sadistic
policemcn abusing their power, but rather quite a
part of the state’s repressive poiitics wiich is mani-
fested more brutally with ¢cach military intervention.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT

According to an Amnesty International report
titled Turkey: Victinis of Torture Tevtify and pub-
lished in Paris in January, 1986, “Torture is systémnatic
and widespread in Turkey. Anyone detained in this
country for political reasons run great risk of being to
tortured, and tew detaineos escape the illtrearment of
all kinds meted out in the commissariats, the prisons
and the sccurity forces’ interrogations and detention
centers.

After the 1980 military coup, the sccurity forces
wenut on to make thonsands of arrests. The people ar-
rested by the security forces at the end of the prolimi-
nary inquiry numbered 178, 565. The duration of de-
tontion without a court-warrant was immedijately rais-
ed to 30 days, then, in November of 1980, to 90 days;
in Septumber 1981, this period was reduced to 45
days. Then in May, 1985, to 30 days.”

During this period of preliminary inquity ““the po-
lice practiced torture in the police stations, but Amnes-
ty International has been made aware of datails about
torture equally practiced in prisons and other institu-
tions under the control of the army, particuiarly the
prisous of Diyvarbakir, Erzurum, koamak (near Anka-
ra) and Metris in Istanbul, Bumning political prisoncrs
with cigarettes seems equally routine in the Buca pri-
son in Izmir and in the Category E special civil prison
of [Malatya, on¢ of the numerous prisons rescrved
over the iast years for political prisoners and arms
dealers,

*“The primary reason for torture in the police sta-
tions seoms to bo to obtain admissions and informa-
tion. As detailed accounts of torture show, intimida-
tion and humiliation seem to have as much a role in
military prisons as in the police stations, Amnesty In-
ternational has lcarned equally that prisoners have
teen intcrrogated and toriurod anew after several
years of detention.

“Since the 1980 coup, Amnesty International
has given the authoritics the names of a lundred peo-
ple who might have died during their detention, Am-
nesty Internationai has recieved a reply from the au-
thorities about 82 of thom. In some cases, they declar-
cd that procedures or instructions were in process. In
others, the deaths were attributod to suicide, accidents
or sickness. For the others, a lack of information is
blamed or the absence of any record of detention, In
nine cases, the person in question was still alive, For
the unanswered cases, Amnesty International does
not know if investipations hiave been launched.

“On july 24, 1980, the prime minister’s press ser-
vice pubisked the following information in a docu-
ment about the cases against toriurers.

- Total number of allepations of

torture and illtzeatment . . .. ... .. .. .. 897
- Cases under invostigation. . .. ... ...... 153
- Complaints without grounds

{dropped from investigation) . . .. ... ... 584
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- Cases brought before tribunals . . . . . ... ., .46
~C1OSEA CASES . L L v e e e e 114
- Suspectsunderarrest . ... ... ... v W9
- Suspects tricd but still not arresied . . . .. .. 69
- Suspecisacquitted. . ... . Lo o 21
- Sentencestoprison . .. .. ... ... 102

“The Turkish authorities have several times de-
nicd the systematic character of torture. Oftcn, during
their trial, defendants have declared that they had
been tortured, but no ivestigation scems to have been
carried out. With regard to ihe great number of com-
plaints lodged. Amnesty International estimates that,
althogether, vory fow of them have been the object of
an official investigation.

“In April 1985, Amnesty Intemational continued
to receivo infonnation abhout detainces being tortured.,

“In light of the dotailed and repeated informa-
tion which has been reaching it for some years, Am-
nesty International tiinks that the Turkish govern-
ment should engage itself with putting an end to tor-
turo, respecting human, and putting in action the fol-
lowing measures:

o The highest Turkish authorities should give
clear and public instrictions to all those responsible
for tho detention, interrogation and caro of prisoners,
indicating that torture will not e tolerated under any
circumstances.

o Steps should be taken so that secret detention
doos not facilitate or give rise to torture. The govern-
ment should bring it atout that all detainees are quick-
ly brought before the courts after their arrest, and
that rclatives, lawyers and doctors can visit them
quickly and rogularly

o mely and lawyers should be quickly inform-
ed of where the prisoner is being kept. None should
he detained secretly,

o An independent body should regularly visit tha
detention centers, to ensuro that torture is not heing
practiced there,

o The Turkish povernment should institute an
impartial commission charged withk investigating all
complaiiits and information about torture; tho meth-
ods and results of the investigation shonld be made
public,

o The admissions and other declarations obtained
through torture should in no casc be used during a case.

o Each tie that it is proved a functionary com-
mitted or instigatad torture, court proceedings should
be brought against hiin, in accordance with the provi-
sions of the United Mations Declaration on torfure,

o It should be cloarly taught that torfure is a
crime, to thc functionaries, members of the armed
forces, and those responsiblo for the detention, inter-
rogation and care of prisoners. These functionarics
should be informed that it is their duty to refuse tho
torturer's orcer. Tho United Nations Codo of Conduct
for those responsibly for applying the law and all re-
gulations of tha treatment of detainecs should be wi-
dely distributed.

o Torture victims and their families should recei-
ve reparation and compensation for their moral and
physical suffering, without prejudice to any other ci-
vil action or penal process.”

THOSE REALLY RESPCNSIBLE FOR TORTURE

It should be rememkbercd right away that the civil
govornmont coming out of tho 1983 legislative elec-
tions have not taken up to now any initiative to put
into pratice the stecps Amnnesty International proposed.

Although a parliamentary inquiry commission
was formed in 1985 to control prison conditions it
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has not cffected a serious investigation inte prisons
directed by the military, “Vhercas, the majority of po-
litical prisoners are still in military-dirccted jetls, dos-
pite the lifting of martial law in many provinces.

As we have pointed out several tunes, daspite the
fact that the preseni governement is 2 civil one, the
real power rests in the hands of the military.

The military never gives authorization to investi-
sato their responsibility in practices of torturc becau-
se it is thoy that institutionalized forture as an inter-
rogation mcthod when they overthrew the civil gov-
crnment and forced the National Assembiy to proc-
taim martial law in 1971,

It is during this two-year period after this first
1opressive coup that a department of the General Staff
of the Turkish Armed Forces made its name as the
authour of all kinds of measures such as manhunt and
torturc. Ve are talking ahout the Counter-pucrilla Or-
panization. The official title of this organization is
“The Department of Special YWarfare.™

Founded according (o a military bilateral accord
between Turkey and the United States, this organize-
tion was housed in the same building in Ankara as the
US Military Aid Mission (JUSHATT).

‘iho training of officers in this departmeot was
conducted by the Amcrican secrot services. Secmingly
the aim of this department was to create resisiance
forces in case of an ‘‘uprising’ or foreign aggression.
But the concrete forn that the training takes and ihe
dircctives which were given show that this depart-
ment could serve to repress social ewakening,

In several memoranda from the department, the
term ‘‘uprsing” is defined as “politicsl and social op-
position to the cstablished order in the country.”

Refering to this interpretation, during the perod
of military reprcssion between 1971 and 1973, ths
Department of Special Warfaro organized and perpet-
rated manhunts, tor(ure and lrunched accusations
against anyone whe disapproved of the existing social
order and the military intervention.

Several witnesses to torture during this period
have revaaled irrefutably that cven the generals and
colonels in this departinent have practiced torture in
the interrogation centers. Figuring cqually among
them are the martial law commeanders.

Following thesa revelations, after the return to
civit rule in 1973, this department returncd to its
clandeostine activitics again. Alarmed by this depart-
ment’s illegal and anti-democratic practices, Mr BU-
lent Eccvit tried several tixnes a3 prim:2 minister to show
cvidence of its status and subversive activitics, but ha
came up against the refusal of the Army Chicfs,

Between 1973 and 1980, the Counter-gueriila or-
ganization maintaincd close relations with the nco-
fascist party of ex-colonel Alparsian Tilrkes and pro-
vided it with arms and covered its violence acts. What
is more, the department had a “special burzau”
known as “Bayraktarhk” and located in Cyprus,
which gave asylum to cxtrome right-wing political as-
sassins who have killed progressive people.

The purposc of this department’s collaboration
with neo-fascist assassins (thc Grey Volves) was to
provoke political violence in the country and to fur-
nish the army with the pretoxt for a new coup.

On Scptember 12, 1980 -as soon as their objecti-
ve was accomplishied— the Groy Wolves who wero res-
ponsible for the deaths of more than five thousand
victims of political violence, stoppud their activitics.

As for the officers of the Counter-Guerilla Orga-
nization, they immediately put in practice all the
instruinents of repression, including the special intes-
rogation caenters,

After tho modification of thoe law on martial law
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use, all the security forces, including the police and
the pendarmerie weorc put under the command of
martial law officers.

Thorefore, all torture practices, whether in the
Counter-Guerilla Organization’s special interropation
centers, in the police stations or in the militury or ci-
vil prisons, have been inflicted cithor by the military
or by nolice directed by them,

As Ampesty International has indicated, with re-
gards to the preat number of comnplaints lodged, very
fow have been the object of an official inquiry, In
fact, since tho coup, more than 200,000 pcople have
been detained without court warrant by the security
forces for preliminary inguest, During tho trial of more
than fifty thousand politically accused before the mi-
litary tcibunals, thousands of complaints were lodged
about the practice of torture and illtreatment. The
military judges have systematically refused to carry
out an investipation into these complainis.

In fact, in soveral cases where a coinplaint was lodg-
zd, evidence of torture had beon inflicted during the
first days of the detention without court warant whose
duration was 90 days a+ the start and shortly after was
reduced to 45 days. Furthermore, of tho 837 com-
plaints of torture, only 153 have been investigated and
only 102 torlurers have been sontonced to prison.
Among thosoe scntenced only about to have actually
been incarcerated, As for the others, they kept their
jobs at interrogation centers and continued to practice
torture while waitng for the higher court’s decision.

Yhat’s more, all the torturers sentenced are police-
men who, through lack of experience, [eft traces or
caused their victims’ deaths during torture, As for the
Army officers practieing torture, they havo becn “well-
trained” by the Counter-Gueriiln Organization and
leave a0 traces.

To save face following protest by European cir-
cles against torture in Turkey, tho military have ac-
cused some palicemen as scapegoat and have present-
ed themselves as ‘“‘paragons of virtue’’ in the fight
against the torturers,

TORTURE STILL BEING PRACTICED

in previous issues of Info-Tirk, we have regularly
published the torturc allegations that we have receiv-
ed cither directly or through international humanit-
arian and democratic organizations.

In spite of all the claints that Turkey might have
cnded the period of military rule with legislative elec-
tions in 1983, testimony zbout torture inflicted on
political prisoners do not stop coming.

Even after the ““friendly settlement™ between
Turkey and five European countries, the Turkish
press published several cases of torture. According to
this settlement, the State Supervisory Councii created
by Article 108 of the 1982 Censtitution has been
charged with secing to it that ali the authoritics (includ-
ing those st the dctention centers, the pelice stations
and the civil and inilitary prisous) strictly observe the
obligations Turkey assumed under Article 3 of the
Luropean Convention on Human Rights.

But, thiz agreement on Turkey’s part has no volug,
because zccording to the Constitution “‘the anmned
forcas and the judicial hodies arc outside the compe-
tence of the State Supcrvisory Council.’” Morgover,
“mambers of the Council including their president,
are nominated by the president of the Republic...”

Given that General Evren was the chief of Genoral
S1aff from 1977 to 1982 and comunander in chicf of
the Armed Forecs with the tille of “President of the
Republic” since 1982, he is personnly responsible for
all forms of torture practiced by the nilitary.
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As for the ¢ivil goveramont, as carlicr explainded,
it has not the least intentjon of putting anend to thesc
practices. Even if it had, it will nover be abic te pros-
ecute the military torturers since the present constitu-
tion remains in foree and the Counter-Guerilla Organ-
ization escapes all civil control,

To batter illustrate the continuation of torutss
practices, we list below the recent torture cases which
the press has also mentioncd:

On Dccemter 18, a retirad teacher, ir Nurcttin
Gedik, revealed at a pross conferenco that he had besn
tortured for 2! days at ¢ police station in Elazig.

On January 5, 1986, at the Dev-Yol tricl in An-
kara, lawyers dcnounced 20 policemen rcsponsible
for the deaths of six detainees during tortire, Accord-
ing to theo lawyers, in the DAL szetinn of the Police
Center of Ankara, political detainees were tortured in
the following ways: deprivation of food and water,
“tho falaka™, beatings, slectric shock, introduction of
batons into the anus, sticking a needie under the finger-
nails, twisting tie testicles, etc.

Cn January 16, lawyer Sakir Keceli revealed that
he had bien tortured with his four celleagucs and
that the latter were all handicapped because of being
torturad.

On January 30, Necati Emyili; an accused in the
Dev-Yol irial, revcaled details of the torfure he was
submitted to during his intefropation ot the Mersin
police station.

On January 31, the populist deputy Fikri Saglar
denounced the fact that at Adiyaman, Kazim Cakar,
a detainee, had been killed in prison while his brother
Mehmet Cakir was crucificd by torturers.

Tho samo day, relatives of detainees in the military
prison at Motris protested against the ilitreatment
inflicted by the ponitentiary authorities. According io
them, the dctainees were allowed to see neither their
lawyers ner their relatives for two and a half vears.
They were deprived of the right to read newspapets
or books. Letters or money sent by their families did
not reach them. Certain detainees arc still kept in
cells known as “'Siberia.”

On February 1, in Ankara, attorney Ersan Sansal
revealed that Arif Hikmot Iyidogan had besn tortured
in the Ankara prison botween hiarch 28, and April
18, 1985,

On February 2, a 23-yearold detainee, Recep
Tuna, was found dead in the prison at Sagmalcilar,
His rolatives have demanded z2n autopsy.

The samno day, during proccedings against the left-
wing organization Dev-5ol, lawyers declared that the
penitentiary authoritios punished detainees who ref-
used to wear uniforms. In particular, they were not
allowed to sce their lawyers, were deprived of all
means to prepare their defense and often made to
stand outside buildings, cven in freezing weather.

Cn February 3, a detainee, Hasan Celik, was hos-
pitalised in 2 comatose state following his interroga-
tion at the police contre at Corum. Although doctors
said he was suffering from brain trauma, governor
Fikret dogak declared that he was suffering only
from shock brougkt on by a gondarme’s shout.

On Febhruary 5, tho daily Cumhuriyet revealod
that a detaince, Zekeriva Ulkiicl, was in a coma fol
lowing the introchiction of a baton in his anus by tor-
turers, while ¢ was in a commissariat in istanbul
for his interrogation,

Saine day, populist deputy Kadir Marin revoaled
the names of 22 dstainees who had hecn tortarcd
during thcir interrogation.

“hat is most serious, another populist deputy,
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Fikri Saglar. has decclared that three detainess in the
prison of Mcrsin sct thomselves afire as a sign of protost
azainst illtreatment. Furthennorz, another detaines,
teachier Ali Uypun, might have been buried sccretly
after Laving beon killed during torture at the prison in
Tarsus,

Itltreatment in the Adanz prison has already
brought aboul s hunger strike on the part of 145 poli-
tical detainges, starting from January 31, 1986.

According to 2 declaration from the populist de-
puty Fikri Saglar, the number of detainees kilied or
having “cormnitted svicide™ in interrogation centcrs
or priscns sineo the coup has risen to more than 800,

The Minister of the Interior Yildiram Albulut
declarcd on Januwary 29, 1986, that the numboer of
those who had committed suicida in interrogation
centers was only 44. In 1985 only, three detzinees com-
mitted suicide at the police center in Anlara.

On February 8, Jduring the PKI trial before a mi-
litary tribunal in Diyarbakir, the military prosceutor
confirmed theo deaths of 32 dotainees in the military
prison in thc¢ same town, According to him, eight of
these 32 victims committed svicide, six died afier a
hunger sirike, and as for the other sixteen, they died
from natural causes.

Taking into account that the majority of the de-
tairnces arc young militants, the pronouncemcent of
“natural death™ is far from convineing, The other de-
tainecs have declared in thoir defense that 32 people
had been killod cither through torture or because of
illtreatment in prison,

DEPORTATION IN THE EASTERN TURKEY

A recent cnquiry mission by the Sociasl-democrat
Popuiist Party (SHP), has reached the conclusion
~through studigs it carriea out— that Eastern Turkey
has beconic a big concentration camp under the mar-
tial law regime that is still in foree there.

Acccrding to the populist deputics lhsan Elgin
and Cilneyt Canver, the martial law commander in
the region has stripped of their authority 49 elders
{moukhtars) elected in 1924 in Tunceli Province, po-
pulated mainly by Kurds, and his deported 27 people
accused of “activitics harreful to the State’s interests.””
The Lijnister of Intcrior declared himself powerless
before the practices of the martial law commander.

The two deputies have classified Tunceli —one of
thosc provinces where tho proportion of police in re-
lition to inhabitants is the highest— as “the biggest
prison in Turkey.””

The sunc mission, during its investigation in tho
region, discovercd a murder committed during torture.

In the Gong district of Bingdl Province, a teacher,
Siddrk Bilgin, and his uncle, Mchinct Bilgin, were ar-
rested July 27, 1985, by soldiers. Up to July 31, they
wore interrogated under torture. According to evidence
from Mchinet Bilgin, who is a former senator, after
the torture, the soldiers took Si1ddik Bilgin to a ceme-
tery and cut him down with bullets. Following the
murder, the victin’s corpse was buried in the garden
of the interropation station. Althoupgh everyonc knew
it was a military unit under the cominand of Captain
All Sahin that had oxecuted Bilzin, tho military pros-
ecutor has not opened u judicial inquiry into the ac-
tions of those responsible. Captain Ali Sahin claimed
that Bilgin wes a ‘“separatist” and was killed while
trying to escapc.

The two deputies have decided to Iot their boards
gTow as a sign of protest and have declared they will
not shave until a file is opened on the affair,

g
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Eiscwhare, in tha 1lozat district of Tuncoli Mrov-
ince, a rofired teachet,Yusuf Karaasag, ravealed that
his son, wabmui Sirin Maraagag. 24 years old, had
becn simvilurty cut down by policemen after having
been tortured Tor 45 days.

He has also revepled that in Pazercik district in
Lakramanmaras Provinee, six people —Yasan dlioske:n,
Ali Cetincr, Hiseyin Engiroli, Ali Ovavolu, Tidan
Yidirnm and Ali Tasyurdu— disappcrrcd following
disciplinary operziions agaiust wilitant urds by the
Amned Forces in the region.

GROWING INDIGNATICN

All these rceceat revolations have piven rise o eovat
indignation on the part of people in Turkey, and cven
former right-wing politivians, who were always in {2-
vour of repressive measures against the regime’s op-
ponents, have declared 1hoinseives in favor of sieps to
cnd torture. But the present rulers toke no account
of any criticisin or suggestion on this subject.

The populist d¢eputies have already drawn up a
lagal plan with the idea of increasing prison seniences
for torturcrs, bui the governmental majority of the
juridical Cominission of the National Assembly raject-
ed it on Tanuary 15, 1986,

Mr Haydar Czalp, one of the spokesmen for the
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parliamontary group of the AMAP, the parly in power
daclared to the ANWA press agency that even wicn
acts of torture have baen proved, they must be kept
hidden to prescrve the Turkish State’s prostige abroad.

Convarsely, the other right-wing partics as well az
tae vormer right-wing political leaders of the regime
sefore the coup have declared (hat they support all
the stors against torturs taicen by the social-democrat
SHY. Formstr Prime Mmistor Daimirci has declared:
“If torture takes place in a country, it is a political
problem and the leaders of the couniry are cqually
responsible fur this practice. Therefors, these leaders
shoulii Juit their posts.”
{TTY}, whose leadcrs are persecuted for having de-
manded an end to the death sentence, announced on
February 4 that they would nuilify the professicnal
curtificate of any doctor who took part in torture.

Finally, the stand with regard fo torturs has be-
comr o major criterior in Turkey to detcrmine the
lovel of respect individuals or organizations have for
fundamontal human richts

The present rule, with all its components —mili-
tary or civil— has been found in flagrant fault. A rule
that has sio intention of respecting international con-
ventions forbidding torture does not deserve to be a
part of international institutions such as the Couneil
of Lurope.

FINAL PHASE OF THE TRIAL AGAINST CISK

The trial apainst the Propressive Trade Unions
Confcderation of Turkey (DISK) and its 29 affiliates,
invoiving 1,478 trade union leaders and officials, has
now reached its final phase.

When the trial started in 198), the inwin charse
was bascd on the claim that PISIH had rcsorted to
violence and coercion, In the iinitial bill of indictmunt
of Junc [980 the military prosecutor had czhted for
tlre anplication of article 146 (carrying the death szn-
tence o dccount of “attempts to overthrow the ¢con-
stitutional erder™) of the Turkish Pennl Code against
52 —later 78— leaders of the DISE national contre,
and articic 141 (carrying imprisonment of betwesn 8
and 15 years) against the leaders of tha DISE offiliat-
ed unions.,

Between January 15-28, 1686, the military pros-
acutor read out the final indictmsent containing 809
pages in which he revised his earlier request for desth
scntence 9article 146 or the TPC, referred to abova),
no action of viclence ltoving been proven, ang called
instoad for prison sentences (under artictc 141 of the
TPC) ranging from 6 years and 8§ months to 20 years
for 781 of the accnsed and acquittal for the remainder
of the defendants,

The trial which is now in its fifth yaar will tesumne
late February whon the lawyers will take vp the de-
fence. Disk President Abdullsh Bagtirk himssIf io-
tends to take an active part in the defencoe procuecdings,

‘The General Sceretarv of the international Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), John Van-
dorveken, in a telex addressed to the Chairman of the
Parliamoatary Assembly of the Council of Burope, ro-
minding it of the final indictmcent agaist the DISK
leaders, pretested against the deciston of the Assembly
to hold s mini-scssion ia Turkey.

“From the trade union’s point of view it is fully
incomprchensible and unacecrtabic that o domocratic
institution like the Council of Yurope should cenvens:
a meeting in Turkey thus conforring internation:l
respectablility on a state of affaires that is demonsira-
tively undomocratic, in the WCFTU’s vizw, therofers,

it is ipappropriate to hold at present any Europcan
mecting of any kind in Turkey,” said #Mr Vanderveken,
“Trade union nctivity continues to be curbed by drastic
constitutional and legal restraints to the extent that
our affiliate Ttirk-is is presently engaged in 2 nation-
wide campaign for the restoration of trade union
rights and removal of (L restrictive provisions {rom
carrent Turkish tabour legislation and the 1982 Cons-
titution. it is imperative that these davelopments bu
takoa into consideration by thosc scctions within the
Council of Europe which seek a so-called friendly set-
ticment of Turkish/v/est European relations. 1t must
be evident that there is no justification whatsoever for
the Council of Europe to restore inter-parliamentary
relations with Turkey. ¥/é also take the opportunity
to cxpress our profound regret at the recent decision
of fivo V'estern Eurgrean governments, members of
12 Council of Eurcpe, to drop their casc against Tuor-
}ey at the Buropcan Commission of Human Rights.”

On the other Liand, the World Labour Confedera-
tion (VW CLj, too, s addressed the Council of Europe
demanding that it not organize meetings in Turkey as
lon as trade union rights are not restored in this
country.

As for the other international labour organiza-
tion, the World Foderation of Trade Unions (WFTU),
it called insistently for a new solidarity campaign in
putting and cnd to this mockery of « trial which has
Listed for a long time,”

RECENT SEMTLNCES

On fannary 5, is Diyarbakir, § militants of the
Nurdisl: ornanjzation Ala Rizpgari, to 5 years and 8
months cach.

6.1, in Istanbul, three theology students, to 7-ycar
piison wcrm zach for “scparatist activitics™,

7.1, in Diyerbokar, 6 Xurdish militants to prison
terms up to 8 years,

§.1,in izmir, 11 TDKP membors to different
prison terms totalling 43 years.



9.1, in Adana. 7 militants of a left-wing orsan-
ization to diffzrent rerrs up to Life-imprisonmaenit.

22.1. In Izmir, four ‘Welfarc Yarty (10P) officio!s,
to d-year prison tenns exch for “rntd-cecvlar proo-
panda™,

24.1, 1n lzinir, 16 TX "/ 1L militents, to ditferent
prison terms of un to 20 yeuars.

25,1, in Tdyarbakin, 8§ mombers of tha [ nrdish
organizetion JXUK, 1o B-year prison {erms sach,

31.1, in Erzwram, two cnzineers, preswined men-
bers of THED, to G-yoar prison icrns each,

NEW POLITICAL TRIALS

5.1, 10 ursa. against !0 pelitical dotaineas for
cartying ol resistance apainst Jisciplinary noasurcs
in vrison,

8.1, in Ankara, & now tried seainst 39 manbors
of the Socialist Yorkers’ Party of Durkey (TSI, one
of tlu lewal lefi-wing parties of the pre-coup period.

17.1,in lstanbul, seventh mass trinl zontast the
Rovolutionary UTeft (Dov-Sol), 14 out 03 dufundants
face capital punishinent,

NEW ARRESTS

4.1, in Kirsghir, 21 lefi-wing militants,
7.1, ir Adana, 9 loft-wing militints,
8.1, in Istanbu), a militant of YD
16.1, four Kurdish militants arc shot dead by the
security forces during a combing operation carsicd
cut in tho Siire-plardin region. Also, 30 Xardisi mili-
tants arc arrosted,
23.1, in alalatya, a street vendor is arrested for
selling musi-cassettes of Xurdish music.
27.1, tho security forcus sheot Jdead 2 Kurdish
militants and arrest 21 others in the district of Idil in
Mardin province.

313 PRESS CASES WITHIN LAST 2 YEARS

According to a survey publisiied by tho :haly
Cumhburiyet of Fobruary 13, 1986, since the constity-
tion of a civil povernment, within « 2-yesr period, 313
legal procecdings have boen telen against journalisis
orly in Istanbul, The number of the bannod und con-
fiscated publications in the some period rises to 154,

In addition to these new cases, 182 journzlists,
writers or iranstators aro still being tricd for commun-
ist propaganda, anti-cccular propaganda or tor slandor-
ing the governewent in 121 different proccedings which
had been staricd before the military intervention,

The muuker of the cuses against the Pross for
obsecne pubiicatior has reached to 109 within th.
last 2-yoar period,

New casey aganist tire press

9.1, Henry Uiiiler’s novel, *The ‘iropic of Can-

cor”, is bannud and confiscated for “obscenity .
15.1, public prosccutoer takes u legel proceeding
against journalist Erbil Tusalp for ki book entitled
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A Thousend #iea”. Tusalp trcats in this book the
problem of humnan rights around the world as well ps
in Turkey.

19,1, six cinema actors and actresses ore brought
before a inbunyl for the Hitas which they had made
$IX years aeo, ‘They 2ro accused of “obscenity.”

24.1, jouraskist Mocrmi Thur s incarcorated for
serving his Lroison ferne 17 was condamned for slaadd-
orine o formar vice-premicr,

26.1, tLo February issue of the monthly magazine
“Erlekes™ is banned ond coafiscated for “obscene”
oublicatio..

201, public proszcutor =iarts & legal procoeding
apainst two lournalists of the daily Cumhuriver, ilhan
Scleuk and Okay Génensin, They are accused of
clandering the state organs and cach faces a 6-year
prison termn,

3¢, a2 work of rlazim Hikmot, the most famous
Turkizh poct, is confiscaicd and its publisher is pur
sued by pobiic prosscutor, Tiis work entitled “Ivan
Ivanovitch: Ifas he oxistod?™ had buen written by the
author when he was in cxile anld the introduciion of
ibis ook into Turkey had heen banned by a povern-
ment decres in 1951,

31.1, translation into Turkish of the Old and
New Tastaments is banned and confiscated just after
its publication in Turkey.

NEW REPRESSIVE MEASURES

The National Assembly fras adopted two repros-
sive laws concerning frecden of oxisression.

Accordinp to the law modifying Articles 178§,
176, 177 and 178 of the Turkish Ponal Code, all thosa
who use words what wn: not compatible with respact
for God, the nrophets and holy books will be sent-
onced to & onc-year prison terin, It this act is commit-
red in writing, the author will be sentenced for up to
ithroe years.

The sccomd lase impooes 4 new system of consor-
chip on films, video-casscttes, music cassettes and
reeornits, A nine-person control commission consisting
of reprosenintives from certain ininistrizs and the Na-
tional Sccurity Council vwill have all avthority to cen-
sor any realisntion considercd “against the safe-guard
of =state intercs!, national sovereivniy, public order,
public interest and nations! morality.™

Furthermore, the directors of Turkish Radio-TV
{TRT) announced on Japusry 15 that it wovld ban
tiic use of 2,000 words in Lrondeacsts, Previensly, 200
words had alrcady becn censored under the protext
that were nct wortly of belonging to the Turkish
Langeage.

Finally, the Minsitry of Mational Education an-
nounccd, on its side, thot stariing with the new school
vear, ol primery and sccondary schools would keep
18 differant {iles for cach of their students. All infor-
matton relative to private, family and school life as
well as the varticolar characteristics of cach studant
will b recorded in the files with observations by the
school s diractors.



