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Europe’s climb-down before the blackmail of the
Turkish Generals which started al the January 1984
session of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary As-
sembly {see Bulletin, January 1984), came to aclimax
on May 8, 1984 with the approval of Turkish delega-
tion's credentials by this Assembly. Thus,aftera 3-year
interval, the representatives of militarist “*democracy”
have been officially rcadmitted to the benches of the
European House, despite the fact that all internation-
al nongovernmental organizations had pointed out
shortly before, at the hearing of the European Parlia-
ment, that systematic human rights violations are still
going on in this country (Bulletin, April 1984),

As for the European Parliament itself, it adopted
on May 24, 1984 two motions of Resolution, one ta-
bled by the notorious defender of the
Turkish regime, Von Hassel, and the
other by the Communist Group, which
constitute mercly lip service with a
view to keep up appearances rather than
to condemn the Ankara regime.

clections that the elected *Assembly™ is very far from
representing the people of Turkey, —Turkey has not
only been kept in the Council of Europe’s Ministerial
Committee, but what is more, the representatives of
this admittedly repressive regime have been readmit-
ted to sit side by side with parliamentarians of twenty
European democratic countries. To cap it all, at the
same session, one of Turkey's representatives was e-
lected Vice-president of the Assembly!
Out of 151 present members of the Parliamenta-
ry Assembly, 91 voted for the Turkish regime, 50 a-
gainst with 10 abstentions. Those who voted against
the approval of the credentials were the Communists
and the majority of the Socialists, They expressed the
reasons for their opposition as follows:
BUDTZ, Danish Socialist Deputy:
*I shall express the views of the
Socialist Group in the Assembly, ual-
though 1 recognise that some do nn

MILITARIST entirely agree with what 1 shall say. |

took part in the fact-finding trip to

Let us briefly remind the back- “DEMOCRACY"” OF Turkey, and I have no hesitation in ad-

ground:

mitting that we were presented with e-

It was the same Assembly of the TURKISH GENERALS vidence of some progress and some im-

Council of Europe that had decided on
May 14, 1981, in the aftermath of the

provements in political developinents
there. | am sorry to say, however, that

military coup, to oust the Turkish de- INTEGRATED this is not enough. We should all be a

legation *'as long as a democratic regime
g4 4

ware that the present national purlia-

is not re-established in Ankara", INTO THE ment of Turkey is not representative,

On January 28, 1983, it was the

same Assembly that had adopted a re- COUNCIL OF EUROPE

solution criticizing the nature of the
Turkish Constitution and the condi-
tions in which the referendum was held
with General Evren simultancously be-
ing elected “*President of the Republic”.
Thal resolution had seriously taken into considera-
tion the possibility of ousting Turkey even from the
Council of Europe's Ministerial Committee,

Again it was the same Council that, prior to the
“gencral election™, had declared on September 30,
1983 that “the parliament which will be elected in
Turkey, will not be able to be considered as represent-
ing the Turkish people and could not therefore valid-
ly constitute a delegation to participate in the pro.
ceedings of the Parliamentary Assembly™.

Although a democratic regime has not yet been
re-¢stablished and the anti-democratic Constitution is
still in force and General Evren is still ruling the coun-
try at the head of the authoritarian state apparatus es.
tablished in the wake of the Constitution; and despite
the fact that it was clearly proven at the latest local

That has been proved clearly in the fo-
cal clections. Moreover, human rights
are nct respected, [ believe that we can-
not allow the Turks to take their seats
in this Assembly at this stage. I believe
that the situation is very dangerous.
What will be the future of the Council
of Europe il member countries that are not democrat-
ic and that do not respect human rights are allowed
to sit araong us and to participate in votes when we
are dealing with democratic problems? The issue con-
cerns the future of the Council of Europe.”

SILV A, Portuguese Communist Deputy:

“*The issue js political rather than legal. Valida-
tion would mean inclusion of representatives of u dic-
tatorial regime in Turkey and approval of the sham ¢-
lections that had put them forward. In Turkey there
are still persecution, prisons with torture and censor-
ship, while left-wing parties and trade unions were
banned. That is incompatible with the principles of
the Council of Curope. Validation would not allow
progress towards democracy, First, the State is actual:
ly increasing its control. Secondly, many of the pre-
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sent rulers had been closely involved with fascist par-
ties. Tolerating such a regime would lead only to its
reinforcement, as expericnce in Portugal had shown.
Such authoritarian regimes should be isolated and con-
demned. The validation of the Turkish credentials will
be a precedent that will weaken the Council of Europe,
while non-validation will strengthen democracy.”

As to the right-wing parties which voted for the
Turkish regime, their representatives put forward the
following arguments:

BLENK, Austrian Christian Democratic Deputy:

“Turkish colleagues said that withdrawal of Tur-
key from the Council of Europe because of non-re-
cognition of credentials would not help to improve
human rights in Turkey, What is important is not the
present situation but an evaluation of the prospects
for democracy in Turkey, As a member of a fact-find-
ing inquiry I can report slow but steady improvement
in key areas.”

BENNETT, British Conservative Deputy:

“What had happened in Spain? It had not in our
view yet achieved a completely democratic state —in-
deed it had not cven signed the constitution— but my
friends and I voted in favour of its admission... Exact-
ly the samc circumstances arose for Portugal. It was
clear that Portugal had not yet achieved a fuil rctum
to pluralistic democracy without military control. 1
have no doubt from all the evidence before us that it
is in the jnterests of democracy in Turkey that we
should vote favourably for its credentials today,”

ELMQUIST, Danish Liberal Deputy:

“The Liberal group agrecs that deinocracy is a
question not of black and white but of development.
It is difficult to put forward a 100 per cent definition
of democracy. It is a development, an evolution; any-
way, it i3 not a revolution, The Liberal group is con-
vinced that many human rights violations are still go-
ing on in Turkcy., We arc confronted with the ques-
tion: If a child does not behave, do you caress or hit
it in order to correct it? 1 put a counter-question: in
that case, do you want to kill the child so that you
can be sure that it will never again behave badly? The
Liberal group prefers to continuc to dialogue. It is
therefore for the moment in favour of accepting the
credentiais of the Turkish delegation.™

In fact, the idea of “'dialogue instead of refusal™
was not limited to the right-wing members of the
Council of Europe. Despite the fact that they voted a-
gainst the approval of the credentials, even the Social-
ist members of the Assembly had alrcady toned down
their criticisms at the Turkish regime after the visit of
the fact-finding mission to Turkey and repeatedly stat-
ed that there was a progress towards democracy and
that Europe should avoid any action that may harm
the Turkish-European dialogue,

For example, the declarations of the two most
ardent critics of the Turkish regime since the coup,
Dutch Deputy Harry Van den Bergh and Belgian De-
puty Claude Dejardin,

Mr Van den Bergh had declared, on his return

from Turkey, that in this country human rights are a-
gain respected and that there is no more repression
nor torture, This is the reason why he had advocated
readmittance of Turkey’s deputecs to the Council of
Europe. This reversal has provoked protests by Kurd-
ish exiles in Holland who, on May 3, took over for a
couple of hours the natlonal headquarters of the Duteh
Social-democrat Party (PvdA) in Amsterdam, in pro-
test against Mr. Van den Bergh's statements,

As for Mr Dejardin, he held two press conferences,
one in Paris and the other in Brussels, on his return
from Turkey. According to the Belgian left-wing daily
La Wallonie of Moy 4, "throughout his long state-
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ment, Dejardin kept insisting on one crucial issue: he
reports only what he has seen, stripping his conclu-
sions of what militants may believe or feel. The rea-
son for this is as follows: if the Ankara government,
however little, wants to prove that it is ‘cooperative’
with the Council of Europe, it should not be given the
pretexte of being able to accuse the parliamentarians
of the great Europe of dishonesty and prejudice.” As
for the Flemish daily De Morgen which focused on
“Claude Dcjardin’s very cautious attitude’, it mcn-
tioned in particular his assertion that "“in Turkey, a
lot of people wish that Turkey remains associated
with Europe™.

In view of the fact that their Turkish Social-De-
mocrat counterparts, after they were legalized by the
junta, maintain this view, such a cautiousness by the
European Socialists was hardly surprising. What is
more amazing is the {act that the European Socialists
overestimated gencral Evren's “gesturc’ consisting in
permitting them to visit Mamak and Diyarbakir mili-
tary prisons. At the press conference, Mr Dejardin in-
terpreted this as a willingness to co-operate with the
Council of Europe, And yet, after the European mis-
sion left Turkey, the Turkish regime proved once more
that nothing had changed, as far as human rights are
concerned (sec the **State Terror’ column in the pre-
sent fssuc).

Moreover, the members of the mission later notic-
cd that they had actually been fooled by the Ankara
dictatorship during thelr visit to Turkey.

After the Turkish regiinc had been rcadmitted to
the Council of Europe, Mr. Dejardin confirmed that,
during their visit to Diyarbakir prison on April 27, the
list of prisoners which was presented to them as a list
issued by Amnesty International, was actually a false
one. According to the military, the seventeen names
included in this list were allegedly those of detainees
AL had wrongly declared dead in prison, and they
claimed to be able to prove that these prisoners were
still alive by proposing to the Euro-MP’s to meet them.
Afterwards, on checking the list in London, they found
that it had never been issued by A.L Scven out of the
seventecn namesincluded in this list are completely un-
known to A.L, while the ten others had been the sub-
ject of just a request for information on their fate.

But thc regime’s deceitful mancuvres were not
limited to this. Later Mr, Dejardin learnt that the build-
ing he himself and his colleagues had visited in Diyar-
bakir, was jn fact reservzd to administrative staff and
to the prison guards, whilc the detainces were confined
to threc other blocs from which the European parlia-
mentarians had been barred.

Even the head of the delegatidn, Danish Liberal
deputy Elmaquist, who later voted for the readmittance
of the Turkish regime (sec below), was finally induced
to exprcss his doubts about his own findings he made
cluring his visit to the prisons,

According to The Guardian of May 9, “Mr Elm-
quist admitted that he had doubts about some of the
findings, and knows of instances of deception. ‘We
are not professionals, we are politicians,” Mr Etmquist
told the Assembly in explaining why none of the
members of the delegation took a tape recorder to
check the accuracy of the Turkish authorities’ transla-
tion or cameras to photograph prisoncrs they met.”

But particularly disappointing is the fact that the
Buro-MP’s did not even pay hecd to warnings of Turk.
ish democrats exiled in Curope, nor to the cautions of
Europcan experts, before taking up a ncw stance at
the Council of Europe vis-a-vis the Ankara regime,

In West Germany, for example, prior to the ses-
sion of the Assembly, three high-ranking judges had
alrcady publicly exposed manipulations by the Turkish
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regime. According to the German daily Hamburger A-
bendbiatt of May 7, Martin Hirsch, a former judge at
the Federal Constitutional Court and Michael Stall-
baum, judge at the High Administrative Court in the
Hambourg region along with Jiirgen Khling, judge at
the Fedcral Administrative Court, accused the Turk-
ish authorities of having deceived the European dele-
gation.

In Stallbaum's view, ‘‘the way in which the par-
liamentarians have conducted their investigations
ieaves much to be desired”. The delegates “could talk
with alleged prisoners’ only through an interpreter ap-
pointed to that end by the Turkish Government. Hirsch
Stallbaum, Kithling and several other jurist, along with
Dr. Jochen Zenker, a psychiatrist who is head of the
Main Health Office of the City of Bremen, had start-
ed on April 26 a 10-day fact-finding travel to Turkey
in order to examine conditions of detention, proce-
dures at the military courts and the situation of the
national minorities. They had been denied permission
by the Turkish Foreign Affairs Ministry to get in touch
with official circles and to visit the prisons,

In a press release, issued on May 7, the West Ger-
man judges declared:

“We have tearnt through our unofficial talks that
in Mamak military prison the authorities concemed
have proceeded, in anticipation of the European de-
puties’ visit, to gross manipulations with the view of |
deceiving tho Council of Furope as to the real situation
prevailing in that prison. (...) Contrary to the findings
of the delegation of the Council of Curope —that the
prisoners allegedly wish that the Turkish deputies be
readmitted to the Council~ over 20 relatives of pri-
soners have assurced ws that in no case their children
would recommend that Turkey's membership to the
Council of Europe be prolonged.™

During the debates on Turkey, several demonstra-
tions by Turkish opponents have taken place in Stras-
bourg. About thirty pcople chained themselves up in
front of the Palace of Europe in protest against the
voting. A ‘people’s tribunal” with film director Yil-
maz Giney taking part among others, has denounced
human rights’ violations by the Ankara regime. At the
same time, in Paris, Amnesty International publicized
a report accusing the Turkish regime: “Thousands of
people detained under martial law arc systcmatically
subjected to torture. No significant change has occur-
red in 1984.”

As it turned out, all these warnings could not pre-
vent a militarist ‘'democracy” from being readmitted
to the Parliamentary Asscmbly.

As for the Resolution which was approved by this
Assembly two days later, the text of it has been re-
printed below, Asnoted by the Dutch daily Volkskrant
of May 11, “the result of the Council of Europe's de-
cldon is that the political prisunors will have to wait
still a pretty long time before an amnesty has been
granted, before torture has been ended, before the
workers’ right to free trade unions has been recogniz-
ed and before journalists can write in nowspapers freed
from censorship. The Council of Europe has given a
present to Turkey and assumes an attitude of expect-
ation, wondering whether the country will celebrate
its anniversary. Otherwise, the gift will have to be re-
turned within a year, proof that the Turks have not
yet roached their anniversary.”’

The fact is that it was & present for dictator Ev-
ren who shortly later exclaimed triumphantly during
a visit to thie earthquake-stricken region of Erzunun:

“After a number of efforts, we succeeded in be-
ing readmitted to the Council of Europe, Wc have a
lot of enomies in that Council. They have made cvery
effort to prevent us from being readmitied. But it
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secms that our fricnds ar2 superior in numbers than
our enemies. Now it insists that we lift martial law,
We never act under pressure by others.”

This is the present General Evren has given as a
mark of his gratitude toward the Council of Europe
which has yielded to the blackmails and the deceitful
manecuvres of a dictatorship within the European fold.

RESOLUTION OfF COUNCIL OF EURQPE

““The Assembly,

‘‘t, Having examincd thereport of its Political Af-
falrs Committee (Doc. 5208) and the opinion of its
Legal Affairs Committee, which give an account of
the fact-finding mission carried out in Turkey by its
deicgation from 25 to 28 April 1984,

*2. Recalling its previous positions, in particular
its Resolution 803 (1983);

*3. Considering that the tinetable drawn up by
the previous military government for a return towards
demaocracy has been formally respected:

“4. Noting that the pelling operations of 6 Novem-
ber 1983 to designate the Grand National Assembly
were properly conducted, but that the restrictions
placed on parties and on the right of Turkish citizens
to stand as candidates linuids its demovialic chalacleg
and raised a problem of compatibility with the prin-
ciples of the Council of Europe Statute, which can
only be fully resolved through future elections;

“5 Welenoming the conditions under which the
municipal ¢lections of 25 March 1984 took place;

6. Noting with satisfaction the lifting of martijal
law in 13 provinces;

‘7. Considcring neverthelessthat the maintenance
of martial law for the great majority of the population,
which implies the suspcnsion of several rights and li-
berties, as well as of the separation of powers still pre-
sents an obstacle to the full restoration of democracy;

“8. Concerned inter alia about the number of per-
sons convicted and imprisoned for their opinions,
about the length of some trials and about prolongation
of a situation in which military courts arc exercising
jurisdiction over areas which should normally fall
within the competence of the civil courts;

*q, Particularly regretting that numerous and se-
rious limitations atc still placed on the excrcise o
trade union freedoms in Turkey; '

*10. Expressing the wish that freedom of educa-
tion and conscience be fully respected in Turkey,

“11., Taking note of thé dccisions of the Turkish
Government aiined at dispelling doubts about condi-
tions in prisons and allegations of torture, as well as of
the pcnal sanctions applied to officidls who have been
found guilty of it, while underlining that it remains
concerned by the gravity of the situation, to which
the death of severnl prisoners notably following hun-
ger strikes bears witness,

*12. Welcoming with satisfaction in this connec-
tion the proposal of some members of the Grand Na-
tional Assembly to sct up a parliamentary committee
to investigatc allegations concerning the situation in
Turkish prisons;

*13. Concerncd at the restrictions to the right of
defence which affect both the accused and their law-
yers, in particular In the unpgoing mass trials;

“14. Concerncddl by the prosecution brought
agoinst an guthorised political party which might cre-
atc z situation where political rights and liberties
would not be guaranteed in accordance with the re-
quirements of a democratic socicty;

15, Reaffirming its interest in the investigation
currently In progress before the European Commission
of Human Rights;
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*'1§, Considering that it falls on the Council of
Europe to encourage the present propgress of democra-
tisation, in accordance with the will of the Turkish
people and so as to ensure fudl compatibility with the
principes of the Statute of the Council of Europe;

“*17. Urges the Turkish authoritics:

“A. to continue the democratic normalication of
the country, bearing in mind the requirements of the
Council of Europe’s Statute and the Furopean Con-
vention on Human Rights throuph the following meas-
ures, inter alia:

i. the abolition of martial law throughout the coun-
try, implying the progressive restoration of the full
jurisdiction of the civil courts and the abolition of the
rule authorising the police authoritics o remand an
individual in custody for 45 days without contacts
with his family or his lawyer;

ii. the abolition at the carliest possible moment, of
measures derogating from the European Convention
on Human Rights taken under Article 15, such meas
ures being admissible only *‘to the extent strictly re-
quired by the exigencies of the situation™,;

iii. an amnesty for those convicted for their opinions;

iv, the full affirmation of pelitical pluralism, trade
union freedems, frecdom for political parties, freednm
of association and of the press and education in order
to ensure free expression of opinion of citizens in the
framework of a democralic society;

B. to strive for the respect of human rights:

i. by taking a vigorous stand against all cases of tor-
ture and of inhuman and degrading treatment;

ii. by iinproving conditions in prisons;

ili. by thoroughly investigating alt allegations of tor-
ture and ill-treatment;

iv. by ensuring that each individual’s right to have his
case heard within a reasonable time limit is respected ;

v. by ensuring respect for the rights of the defence;

“18. Expresses the hope that the Turkish Govern-
ment will accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the
Court In accordance with Article 46 of the European
Convention on Human Rights;

“19. Instructs its Political and Legal Affairs Com-
mittees to continue to follow the evolution of the si-
tuation in Turkey and to report back to it, at the lat-
est at the beginning of the 37th session of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly, in the light of the response and
concrete action takenby the government and the Grand
National Assembly on tho basis of this resolution.”

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM (Mr Steiner)

*1, The members of the Sub-Committees on the
Situation in Turkey of the Political and Legal Affairs
Committees who took part in the fact-finding visit to
Turkey (25-28 April 1984) returned with different
impressions; they wre nonetheless agreed on one point:
the situation in Turkey hasimproved in recent months,
since there has been noticeable progress towards the
restoration of democracy. There is stil] disagreeinent
on the extent of the progress made and on the rela-
tive importance of certain factors. .

“2. In Resolution 803 (1983), adopted approxi-
mately one month prior to the elections on 6 Novem-
ber 1983, the Assembly exprcssed reservations on the
representative character of a parlinment resulting
from elections in which considerable restriclions had
been placed on the right of individuals and parties to
stand. The Turkish parliament elected in this way pre-
sents an anomaly which can only be removed by fresh
clections. However, the question of its representative
character raises a number of other points:

- the etections themselves were conducted pro-
perly, as all the observers have reported;
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- municipal elections were held on 25 March 1984
under conditions which leave no room for criticism;
in particular, al the parties were altowed to stand;

- the results of the municipal elections show that
the government in power enjoys vast popular support.

3. It is true that gennine democracy is also com-
pounded of various freedoms (freedom of political
partics, trade unions, the press, cducation, etc), which
form the basis of politicat pluralism. Martial law -
which wus recently lifted in 13 provinces but which
sill applies to the preat majority of the population -
forms an obstacle to the full restoration of democracy
since it involves the suspension of certain rights and
freedoms, Martial law was originally regarded as a ne-
cessary measure to control terrorism. Now that this
sim has been all but achieved, we arc entitled to ask
the Turkish authorities to consider lifting it throug-
out the country.

*4. Since 12 September 1980, a great many people
have becn convicted on political charges under the
criininal laws at prescnce in force, The military courts,
which are empowered to hear these cases under mar-
tial law and in accordance with the requirements of a
military regime which is secking to combat terrorism,
have interpreted these Jaws in an exagperatedly literal
manner, in the eyes of democrats, We hope, not anly
that this interpretation will change, but also that an
amnesty will be granted to all those convicted on these
charges. In the same connection, we want to see res-
toration of the full jurisdiction of the civil courts and
abolition of the rule which allows the police to hold
individuals in custody for 45 days without access to
family or lawyers.

*‘5, The human rights situation —which the Assem-
bly rightly sees as being of prime importance —is not af-
fected only by the maintenance of martial law for the
great majority of the population. Article 3 of the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights states that no-
one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or de-
prading treatment - and we should remember that this
right is not open to derogatinn under Article 15. There
have been mimerous allegations of torture and mal-
treatment in recent months, The delegation which vi-
sited Turkey paid great attention to this matter. In this
connection, I should like to stress that the Turkish
Government, by allowing delegations of parliamenta-
rians to visit the military prisons of Mamak (Ankara)
and Diyarhakir, showed a measure of goodwill which
we can only note with satisfaction.

6, There are other problems regarding respevt for
human rights which dcserve to be emphasised:

- the length of certain trials would seem to exceed
the “reasonable time™ specified in Article 6 of
the European Convention on Human Rights;
conversations with lawyers have shown that the
rights of the defence are restricted in certain
nmiass trials currently in progress;
legal action has becn taken against the True Path
Party, accused of being the successor of one of
the parties in existence before 12 Sepicmber
1980, which are prohibited by the new Consti-
tution: any action of this kind thrcatens the
rights and freedoms of political parties, which
Turkey is bound to guarantee undcr the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights;

- in universities, the activities of the YOK (High-
cr Education Council) would scem prejudicial
to freedom of education and of conscicnce,

"7, The Assembly is still following the current
proceeding before the European Commission of Hu-
man Rights with great intercst, In this connection, it
might usefully express the wish that Turkey should
accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the court.”



AMNESTY DRAFT BILLS REJECTED

While the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe wos adopting a Resolution asking the Turk-
ish regime to grant an amnesty to political prisoners,
two new drafi bills for amncsty have been rejected by
Parliament

One of the draft bills tabled by a Populist Party
deputy, stipulated an amnesty for press “‘crimes’’, Du-
ring the heated dcbates at the Justice Committce of
Parliament, on May 10, the Motherland Party depu-
ties opposed the draft bill because it wos not benefi-
cial to the general interest, they said, and because it
may lessen chances of success of a future, morc con-
prehensive draft bill, The bill was turned down by the
majority.

The second bill tabled by a Motherland Party
member, catled for amnesty for all disciplinary penal-
ties up to ten ycars’ imprisoninent, a reduction by ten
years in prison terms of those who wero sentenced to
longer terms ond, finally, commutation of the death
penalty to life imprisonment. It ruled out amnesty
for those prisoners who were sentenced for crimes
committed against the State, terrorist actions and in-
fraction of forestry laws,

Despite the fact that it had been tabled by a
member of the majority, th¢ Board of the Parliamen-
tary Group of the Motherland Party, after receiving
the negative opinion of the Government, decided on
May 16 to reject the draft bill.

Earlier, on May 7, Prime Minister Turgut Ozal dc-
clared that the amnesty is an important issuc and that
no one should ¢cxpect a quick solution to the problem,
Ozal declined to give any specific date for z possible
amnesty. *'It will not be handled before a proper stu-
dy has been completed and before a joint decision is
established within the Motherland Party parliament-
ary group,’ he said.

NO PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

In its resolution, the Parlinmentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe said that it “welcomed with sa-
tisfaction the proposai of some members of the Grand
National Assembly to sct up a parlinmentary commmit-
tee to investigate allegntions concerning the situation
in Turkish prisons.”

In fact, this parliamentary inquiry had been pro-
posed by three members of the Motherland Party on
April 27, 1984, during the visit of the mission of the
Councll of Europe. But the Justice Comimitteo oof the
Grand National Assembly, even without waiting the
end of the debates at the Council of Europe, rejectedd
this proposal on May 3. The Chairman of the Commi-
tee Ali Dizdaroglu said: "As you know, the represent-
atives of the Political and Legal Affairs Coinmittees
of the Parliamentary Asscinbly of the Cuuncil of Eu-
rope already visited some prisons.”

“They ascertained that the allegations on prison
conditions were completely groundtess. They made
publie ‘their obscrvations by organizing press confer-
cnces when they pot back to their countries. So, the
alm has been achieved. Therefore, we do not consider
necessary to put the matter on the agenda of the Na-
tional Assembly."”
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MOTHER'S DAY IN TURKISH PRISONS

“On Sunday, scveral hundred of mothers of de-
tainees, from atl Turkey were pressing at the gates of
Mamak garrison in Ankara for the exceptional visit
thcy were pranted on this Mother's Day in Turkcy.

“After being meticulously searched, they were led
by groups of twenty to the various blocs where their
children are incarccrated. In the open air or in a han-
gar, tables had been set with a plate of biscuits and
two glasses of tea.

“After sitting down, the mothers saw their child-
ren coming in rows of two and then rushing toward
her, Some of these mothers had waited a whole day
in anticipation of these 1 5-20 minutes intimacy around
a tablc... Usually, the weekly visits last hardly three
minutes. They take place in a dark corridor, closely
watched over by two soldicrs standing close beside
the prisoner and his relative, separated by a triple
wire fence,

“The deployment of security forces in the garri-
son for this ‘holiday’ was impressive, but respected
completely this exceptional and moving intimacy...”
{La Wallonie, 14.5.84)

It should be reminded that only those prisoncrs
who did ncver resist to arbitrary measurcs were per-
mitted to mect their mothers on this occasion,

NEW PROCEEDINGS AGAINST DYP

Whiie the trial of the True Path Party (DYP) was
going on —this is an cxtra-parliamentary opposition
party which is undcr threat of closure at the request
of the public prosecutor, because of this party's cam-
paign prior to the latest local elections— the DYP lea-
der, Mr. Yildirim Avci, was brought for the second
time before a military court on April 26 in Izmir, Ac-
cused of having criticized the National Security Coun-
cil, the official denomination of the military junta,
Mr. Aver is liable to a penalty of up to three ycars in
prison.

In addition, he is being tried by another military
court, in Ankara, for another stztement he made du-
ring the election campaign,

1,645 TRADE-UNIONISTS ON TRIAL

According to a press report issued by the Turkish
News Apgency (THY) on May 1, 19844 total of 1,645
trade-union officials arc appearing before the military
tribunnls of the Martial Law Command in lstanbul,
302 of these unionists are the top officials of the sus-
pended Progressive Trade Unions Confederation
{DISK) or of other trade unions affiliatcd to DISK,

184 of the other trade unionists are reported to
be members of what is described as independent trade
unions. The Turkish Trade Unions Confedcration
{Tiirk-Is) is reported to have 159 of its members be-
ing tried by military courts. All of thenm belong to the
Highway Workers Trade Union (Yol-Is), the trial of
which was opened on April 17,

A total of 42 tradec unions are put on trial by Is-
tanbul’s three major military tribunals. 30 of these
trade unions belong to DISK, one belongs to Tiirk-Is,
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INTIATIVE BY THE INTELLECTUALS - —

On iMay 15, a petitition has beer: handved over at the Presidential Palace in Ankara by a delegation
of intellectuals representing 1,260 signatories throughout Turkey, insisting on the "full functioning of
democracy In Turkey.”

By this unprecedented move, these prominent representatives of academic, artistie and intellectual
life intend to obtain “'the aholition of restrictions and practices contrary to democracy ™, that are still
in force five months after the gileged restoration of civillan rulz in Turkcy.

The signatories consider that the “Turkish people is worthy of all human rights prevailing in mo-
dem socileties and must be able to enfoy all riglits without exception.” Among other demands they in-
sist on the lifting of martial law, still in force in the overwhelming part of the courtry. on strict respect
for the law and are opposed to the practice of torture in prisons.

Among the signatorics of the petition there are world-famous guthors such as Ariz Nesin, clair-
man of the Urion of Turkish Writers, und Yasar Kemal, wiho was recently madec a member of the Lé-
glon d'tfonneur by President Lfitterand.

A very great number of academics have signed it, former professors who have resigned or who
were dismissed after the universities were subjected to the law of the Higher Education Council {YOKX)
imposed by the military, or professors in office who were forbidden by the military to engage in what-
ever way in politics. One of them is Profexsor Hitsni Goksel, a world-famous cancerologist, and Profes-
sor Fehmi Yavuz, a former Minister of Educution.

The movle world is also representecd by one of Turl:ey's most popular actresses, Tiirkan Somy,
and by Serif Géren, director of the film “Yol* {production by Yilmaz Giiney, ‘‘pakne d'or’ et the
1982 Cannes Festival) and by many others,

The press world is represented among others by Mr. Nodir Nadi, owner of the center-left daily
Cumhuriyet, Mr Oguz Aral who runs the humoristic week!y Garaar, and several journalists who are
members of the International Press Instinuie.

The military have respondced to this very innocent petition of the Turkish intellectuals with new
legal proceedings against all of them, On ifay 21, the military prosecutor of the Ankara Martial Laow

ten are independent and the remaining one is the Tor-
kish Writers' Union (TYS).

74 trade unionists cut of 85 at the main DISK trial
are facing the dcath sentence, These fnclude DISK
Chairman AUdullah Bastirk en General Secretary
Fehml Isiklar, 1,302 trade unionists rre charged with
trying to chanpe the state’s constitutional order and
to establish a Marxist-Leninist dictotorship. They are
also accused of holding. May Day rallies, of being in-
volved in the Kehraomanmaras events and of joining in
varfous protest rallies against fascism. All unionists
who are put on tral, except 74 top officials, are liable
to prison terms of 20 years each, (For the detajled ist
of trade undon trials, see: Bullctin, March 1984).

47 DEATH SENTENCES

Throughout Turlcey, in the course of April, mili-
tary tribunals sentenced In varivus trials 47 political
militonts to death.

7.4, in Erzincan,
demned up to 7 years,

13.4, in lstanbul, 19 militants of Liberation werc
given prison termsup to 19 years,

15.4, in Ankora, a member of the Revelutionary
Communist Party of Turkey (TDKP) condemned to
14 months In prison; in Brzurum, two activists sent-
enced to life-prison, two others respectively to 5
years and 22 years inprisoniaent,

16.4, in Izinir, 2 members of PKK ccademned to
26 months imprisonment eacl.

18.4, In Adana, 5 members of the Emersency
Group (Acllcllcr) to life-prison, ond 8 others to vatious
prison terms.

19.4, in Diyarbaksr, 10 meinbers of the Vorkers'
Party of Kurdistan (PKI{) sentenced to denth, two to
life-priscn and 19 others to priscn terms, On the same
day, in Adana, 15 members of the Communist Labour
Party of Turkey (TIKEP) to various prison tenins total-
ling 228 years,

20.4, in Adona, 8 members of the Revoluuonmy

14 members of Dev-Yol con-

command started interrogating them one by one by order of the General Staff Jeudquarters,

Popular Unlon (DHB) to capital punishment, 16 to
life-priscn ond 133 othcers to varlous prison terms, On
the same day, in Goleiik, 3 mnembers of Dev-Sol to ce-
pital punishment, ¢ne to life-prison and 33 others to
various prison terms,

21.4, in Adana, 36 members of TDKP sentenced
to various prison terms; on the same day, in Diyarba-
Kir, 8 members of Dev-Yol were given prison terms
up to 7 years.

22.4, in Adana, 14 memhers of PEK to copitcl
punishruent, 4 to life-prison and 45 others to varlous
priscn terms. On the same day, in Erzincen, 5 inem-
bers of Dev-Yal sentenced to death,

27.4, in Erzincsn, 6 members of Dev-Yol condem-
ned to prison terms up to 16 years and 16 members
of TIXP/Z up to 9 years,

29.4, in Adana, another trial of TDKP ended with
7 death sentences, 2 life-terms and 17 prison terms,

NEW MASS TRIALS

5.4, in lstanbul, the military prosecutor of Istan-
Lul Martie! Law Commuand filed anew political suit and
Jdemande:! prison terms ronglng from 3 to 60 yoars
for 8 Mosglemn fundamentalists of varicus nationalities.
Al of themn are acensed of being involved in the acti-
vities of a clandestine porty named “Call for lslam™
{1lizbiit Davet-U1 Islamniye).

13.4, in Istanbul, 13 pcople were accused of bes
inf membter of the Emvergency Group. Prison terms
up to 15 ycars were called for by the prosecutcr,

14.4, in Istanbul, a new suit was filed sgainst 29
officinls of the indopendent Propressive Bank Emple-
yees® Union {Devrinici Bank-Sen),

19.4, in Istanbul, 31 peoplec were brought before
a military court on the ¢charge of "attempting to rece-
canize TEP-ML™, Prison terms up to 20 ycars were
called for by the prosecutor,

26.4, in Istanbul, 305 presumed members of TKP
ware chorged by o militery prosecutor with under-
ground activities, 59 of them risk tho Jdeath entence,

o



PRESS TRIALS

According to press releases fssued by the Martial
Law Command, In the course of March and April, Is-
tonbul military tribunals cendemned, for having made
written propaganda in defense of communism:

- Nevzat Agan to 8 years and 2 months,

- Hiseyin Ddlger to 3 years and 3 months,

- Bahattin Sertel, Niltlfzr Sertel and Sabahattin

Kutlu to 7 years each,

- Mete Dalgin to 9 years and 9 months,

- Celal Polat to B years,

- Sadik Varer to 11 years and 2 months,

- Sabiha Nazli Koyn to 9 ycars and 2 months,

- Sdheyla Kaya to 8 years and 5 montls.

12.4, In Istanbul, the nilitary proscecutor filed a
suit against thrce members of the editorial staff of the
daily Mifll Gazete. Sadik Albaymak, Sait Cobanoglu
and Hasan Karakaya are accuscdt of hnvlng issued an
anti-secular publication.

14,4, in Istanbul, the responsible edilor of the Y-
terary review Nitelik, poet Kivaleam Vasfi was token
into custody by the military suthorities.

19.4, In Istanbul, famous folk singer Sclda Bag-
can was detained by the military authorities for a
song she composed.

20.4, in Istanbul, famous Turkish writer Fikret
Otyam was tried before a military tribunal for an es-
say entitled “Mines never bloom””.

24,4, in Istanbul, university professor Yalgin Ka-
¢lik was condemned by a military tribunal to 7 years
and & months prison on the charge that he made com-
munist propaganda in his work entitled “Toward a
New Republic”. He had already been condemned to an
8-year prison term by the same tribunal for his book,
but the Mlilitary Court of Cassation had overruled the
verdiet. The lower court insisted that the author com-
mitted the *crime of communist propaganda’ by ad-
vocating a soclalist plan for Turkey's economy.

26.4, famous poet Arif Damar way incarcerated
in Istanbul for serving his 3-month prison term,

27.4, in Istanbul famous poet Can Yicel ond res-
ponsible editor of the literary review Somut, Haynti
Asilyazici was tried by a military court on the charge
of “having made immoral publication in this review™,

104 TEACHERS WANTED

The Directorate of National Educztion of the pro-
vince of Adana snnounced through the daily press on
April 24 that )04 school teachers were being wented
for lego! proceedings pending against them. The ma-
jority of the wanted teachers are accused of having
participated in a boycott action of teachersin {979,

On Aprll 18, in Balikesir, a high school teacher,
Huseyin Brdey, wos detained on the charge of having
talks on ideological matters with his students.

IFd LETTER TO OZAL

In a letter addressed on April 11 to the Turkish
Prime Minister, the Intemational Federation of Jour-
nalists expressed its concern about the fate of journal-
jst Tamer Kayas, former chicf cditor of the left-wing
daily Politika, banned since the 1980 coup. In Decem-
ber 1980, Kayss hed first been sentenced to one year
in prison for an article he had written in March 1979,
It ceems that he was sentenced a few months later to
two years' imprisonment for a reader’s letter that was
published in his newspaper. Finally, in April 1983, he
was sentenced to 7 and a half year in prison, ogain in
connection with his writings as a journalist,
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“The IF] does not know if he is ¢urrently behind
bars. In view of the particularly harsh conditions to
which political prisoners are subjected in Turkey, there
fs considerable anxiety about the situation of this col-
league”, the IFJ said,

PURGES AT UNIVERSITIES

“The biggest cultural and political purges in Tur-
kish history’ are the subject of a recently publicized
internal report by n non-gcvernmental organization
which is intcrnationally rccognized and operating
throughout the world. This report has been prepared
on the spot, based on direct testimonies and on con-
versations with liberal professors concemed. This re-
port throws a parish light on life - meanwhile almost
fatally affected - in the country’s breeding-grounds of
intellectuals,”

The nzme of this organization has not been dis-
closzd by the editorial board of the Austrian review
Forum (April-May 1984 issue), where these lines have
been printed, ;0 23 not to jeopardize its activities in
Turkey and, in particular, the lifes of its collaborators.”

A few examples highlighting the purges at the
univgxsltics:

- over 200 professors expelled from the universi-
tics who werc denled the right to aretirement pension.
At the Ankara University Political Science Faculty
alone, one third of the 150-member teaching staff has
bLeen Jismiszed,

- Over 400 higher education teaching staff mem-
bers havc resigned as a sign of protest.

- Legal praceedings have been taken apainst
50,000 teachers of both primary and secundary edu-
cation,

- The report refers to torture practlces (v which
professors arc subjected: above all, the “upright cof-
fin method™,

- Since early 1983, only an elite of “faithful” has
been getting passports to take part in conferences a-
brond. Several instances have been reported of profes-
sors who were caught up at the very last moment by
the sccurity forces, when they were already aboard
the plane.

- Qualification. has become a matter of minor im-
portance: for example, out of 27 newly-appointed di-
rectors scarcely 6 arc mentioned in the 1980 Turkish
scientific *“Who's Who'',

- In the field of research, the Higher Education
Council (YOIL) furthers projects that are useful to the
private sector of the economy and to the army.

- Since the beginning of this year, universities are
no more able to take out subscriptions to foreign pe-
riodicals. {Consequently, Forum expccts the cancel-
lation of 168 tubscriptions addressed to Turkey.)

DEV-SOL MILITANTS CONDEMNED

Ten militants of the Revolutivnary Left (Dev-Sol)
who had occupied the Turkish Consulatc in Kdln
prior to the referendum on the Turkish Constitution
for drawing attention to the anti-demaocratic charac-
ter of voting, were condemned on April 3, 1984, by a
Germon tribunal to prison terms up to 4 years and 6
months. Shortly before, on March 29, 1984, in Bonn,
three militants of the same organization had been
condemncd to 25 doys in prison each for staging g de-
monstration in front of the Turkish Embassy, Their
prison terms were commuted later on to a 15 DM fine
for each day.



TURKISH REFUGEES IN HOLLAND

According to the Dutch daily Volkskrant of March
17, the chairman of the foundation “Vluchtelingen-
werk” (Charity for Refugees) has blamed the Dutch
authorities for disregarding internntional treatics as
regards the protection of political refupces. Au the o-
pening of the exhibition “The Art of the Refupees™
Mr, Groen declared that the Dutch authorities come
too swiftly to the conclusion that people requesting
asylum are telling lics. He advocated the suppression
of “contact officials” who, according to the procedure
currently in force, are charged with the task of inter-
viewing people applying for asyluni, In his view, jur-
ists belonging to the Ministry should bc entrusted
with this task, since it is finally up to them to pive en
opinion as to the approval or the refusat of an appli-
cation for asylum,

“This will avoid applications for asylnum of being
rejected just ofter reading the file,”” Mr, Groen said,

IMMIGRATION——mememmerme e o e e

The Amsterdam based Annc Frank Foundation
worries about the “extremely disturbing increase™ of
criminal actions that can be regarded as rncist., The
head of this foundation, J.IF.Westra, announced his or-

ganization’s intention to take legnl action, jointly with

somec other organizations, against the “Centrumpartij®
(Center Party) for inciting to racial hatred. He describ-
ed as particularly disappointing the fact that prosecnt-
ors fail to take any initiative in this ficld, *“The Public
prosecutor stays aloof and does nothing”, he said.

On the other hand, the daily Volkskrant of April
9 has disclosed the content of an internal report drawn
up by the Research Center of the **Centrumpartij”. In
this report which is entitled **Holland to the Duteh™,
it is stated that Dutch jurisprudence admits in some
cases the notion of '‘self-defense & excess™. “‘Seen
from that point of view, the scuffles with Turks in
Rotterdam as well as many other actions carried out
by the Dutch population clsewhere, appear as a way
of opposition admitted by the law, This scems all the
more soat the very moment when the Dutch authorities
are pursuing stubbornly their policy of sociocide, that
is of assassinating the cominunity of Dutch natives,”

On April 12, on The Hague, a Turkish detainec,
Talat Temur, 44, was found dead in lLis cell due to
the doctors’ negligence, He suffere:! from a gastric
disease. Turkish iminigrants staped a demonstration
on April 15 In protest apgginst the prison authorities’
attitude,

On April 18, in Schiedam, a Turkish subject, H.
Turan, 35, was found dead in a canal. The police in-
quest established the fact that he had been killed be-
fore being throwed into the water..
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He also strengly criticized the Dutch Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs which draws up reports on the situation
in the country of oripin of any person applying for
politicat asylumn. Mr. Groen considered that *‘in most
cases, those reports are not credible™, With regard to
this question, he referrcd to information issued by
the Ministry about Iranian refupecs in Turkey. In the
view of the Ministry, Iranians are not supposed to be
in danger in Turkey. On the other hand, according to
Amnesty International and the UN High Commission-
ner, Turkey frequently sends back these refugees to
Iran, where theyare straight shot down near the border,

87 REFUGEES DEPORTED FROM BERLIN

According to the Turkish daily Hiirriyet of April
14, the Berlin Senator (Minister) of the Intericr,
Icinrich Luinmer, is snid to have approved the depor-
tation of 218 foreigners during the first quarter of
1984, 87 of them had applied for political asylum,

-

In West™Germany in the city of Bad Hersfeld, a
pub where Turks used to meet, was sct on fire by un-
identified! people on April 7.

In Delgium, in March, immigrants were labelled
as “criminals” and ‘‘profiteers’ in a television program
praoduced by a Flemish party called “Viaams Blok™.

On April 12, in Molenbeck, a suburb of Brussels,
the local branch of a Belgian party called “UDRT™
collected 300 signatures for a petition urging the u-
nicipal authorities “‘to take steps, other than theoreti-
cal ones, against thefts, assaults, worrying gatherings
of young Arabs, Turks and other immigrants, in order
to avoid reactions of self-defense which, though ille-
eal, would nevertheless be justified™,

The chairmen of the CPAS (Permancnt Commit-
tees for Social Aid, Le. relief of the dropout) of the
urban arca of Brusscls met at the end of April to ex-
amine scme probloms relating to the presence of for-
cigners. As it turned omt, 17 out of 18 CPAS chair-
men siymed a letter, addressed to the Premier and to
the Minister of Justice, in which they ask that “appli-
cants for political asylum may be deported from the
country without possible appeal™. Only the chairman
of the CPAS of Ixelles, Dr. Finmand, refused to sign
this letter.

On the other hand, the Town Council of Saint-
Gilles (Brussels) has recently taken a decision requir-
ing for registratlon of foreigners a doctor’s certificate
including a pulmonary examination, blood tests, etc.
The Migrant Workers® Committee of the trade-union
confederation FGTD has denounced these measures,
sayine that they inevitabli will contribute to increase
the climate of wenophaobia and racism,



