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TURKEY'S RULERS TIGHTEN UP POLICE STATE

While the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly endorsed human rights violations in Turkey by decid-
ing to validate the Turkish delegation’s credentials and to hold & mini-session in that country in 1986, a new law
was passed by the Turkish National Assembly on May 8 —and an additional bill tabled— aimed at tightening up
Turkey’s police state and at widening the range of repressive measures against the opponents of the military dic-
tatorship.

The law which was passed by the National Assembly provides that people who turned informers against “re-
sistant groups” can be pardoned and, possibly, benefit from esthetical surgery. This law ensures impunity for
people who inform against organizations involved in *‘crimes sgainst the State™, provided that they did not them-
selves take part in any act of violenee; in the event that they do not fuifil this condition, they will benefit from
significant reductions in their sentences. The State will ensure their protection by enabling them to change their
identity, to settle in a foreign country or, if necessary, by means of esthetical surgery. This law is primarily aimed
at pro-communist, separatist and anti-secular activities.

Stepping up repressive measures was described by Premier Ozal as a precondition before any amnesty can be
taken into consideration on behalf of certain persons who were condemned by the military courts following the
Scptember 1980 military coup.

On the other hand, this draft bill which is expected to be adopted soon, enables policemen to resort in much
more cases to using fire arms. Phone tappings are being legalized and depend solely on the Governor's approval,
without a warrant issued by a judge.

Suspects can be kept under police custody for interrogation during fifteen days. In case of “extracrdinary
conditions”, police are entitled to double the period under police custody without a warrant issued by a judge.
Furthermore, police will be entitled to close down any premises where activities are taking place that are regarded
as ‘‘contrary to the constitutional order, to the principles of decence or likely to threaten general security.” Fi-
naly, this bill has the effect of stepping up repression against homaosexuals who are to be filed by police.
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As explained in the previous issuses of this bulle-
tin, the “Law on Repentance”has alredady provoked
some reactions in democratic circles as well as within
the European institutions. During the dsbates at the
National Assembly, Populist Party (HP) Deputy Ci-
neyt Canver had a row with Motherland Party (ANAP)
deputies, when Canver sald from the rostrum that
those taken into eustody on the strength of denurncia-
tions by informers may be subjected to torture. ANAP
deputies rose snouting “There is no torture in Turkey™.

Canver replied reffering to a case in Beysehir,
where 5 complaint was lodged against the security of-
ficers involved. Canver’s statement was greetcd with
further protests from ANAP deputies and Minister of
Justice Necat Eldem,

Speaking from the rostrum on behalf of the pov-
ernment, Eldem said “It is unfortunate for Canver to
mention the word “torture’ in Parliamont, at a time
when unfounded claims abound in Europe about tor-
ture in Turkey.”

To this Canver retorted fiom his seat: “Am I to
shut up and cover everything up of thie sake of public
opinion?”

Thereupon, ANAP deputies started booing Can-
ver. Before his words caused an uproar, Canver was
gaying that "turning informer” is inadmissible by tra-
ditional Turkisl: standards. He said the government'’s
concept of law *is found to be wanting, since it places
informers' accounts over legal arrangements which will
hase investigations on lega'ly valid cvidence.”

“This law allows identity changes for informers.
Perhaps, it could be amended in the future so as to
provide a change of sex for them as well,” hc mused.

Yet, this bill which was due to enter into force
the next day, was vetocd on May 20, 1985 by the
“'President of the Republic”. The reason for this vetn,
however, is not the law’s anti-dcmocratic nature. Ge-
neral Evren’s main objection to the ““Law on Repent-
ance’” was that those who are involved in crimes a-
gainst the Turkish State and the Republic cannet be
pardonned every time again. He further pointed our
that this bill also enables members of clandestine or-
ganizations to get a reduction ir their sentences by
denouncing cach othber inn a planued way.

As a result of General Evicr's veto, the National
Assembly will have to wait for adopting the draft bill,
unti! the amendinents are approved of by the former,

Likewise, the new draft bil on the rights and
powers of the police was also strongly opposcd by the
apposition partics.

Chairman of the Social Democracy Party (Sodep),
Erdal Inént; **This draft bill gives police extraordina-
ty powers which arc acceptable only under extraordi-
nary conditions and on a shert-term basis. By virtuc
of these powers police are entitled to search withiout
a warrent, to tap teleplionss, to conduct investigations
of any kind on private property inchiding documents,
to seize private letters and to rcad therni, tc keep sus-
pects under custody without the ruiing of a judge, to
question prisoners in jail and to decide to close down
any trade union, association and professional organiz-
ation. The same draft bill entitles them to close places
of entertainment and theaters. Police will be frce to
conduct ajl these things with a single word of instruc-
tion by the local governor.,”

Inonil pointed out tliat most of the provisions
which are stated in this bill are already in force as a
result of current martizl law regulations in the country.
In addition, he said that even in the ovent of martial
law being lifted, nothing will change and tle resula-
tions, previously imposed on the citizens under mar-
tial law, will become regular police practice.
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“The Interior Ministry claims that so far police
only used to act upon receiving a warrant issued by a
judge and that the new law is simply a short cut. This
is nothing but an excuse. Freedoms are being restricted
on the grounds that it is a short cut. The draft bill is a
clear breach of the civil liberties set out in the Consti
tution. This draft Gill is also conmtrary to Turkey's
cominitments in the international arena™, he said,

The Populist Party (BP) pravincial leaders said in
a yommon statcinent that the bill will ot democratic
rights and freedems in grave danger, and points to the
Government’s determination to gradually establish a
police state in the country.

The Truec Path Party (DYP) Deputy Chairman A.
N, Tuna said this bill is in contradiction with his par-
ty’s philosophy, thus *“throwing a shadow on civil [i-
pertics. It would be more cotrect to expand freedoms
rather than to restrict tl:em’™. he said.

The Welfare Party (RP) spokesmau A. Nedim Ce-
tin said his party does not approve the fact that poli-
ce powers are enlarged to the extent that individual
liberties are being undermined,

Evcn the National Democracy Party (MDP), which
has so far voted In favor of authoritarian measures,
opposed the draft. “The law must be cautiously word-
ed witkin the Constitutional framework. If extremes
are included, reactions will emerge. The draft must be
carcfully reviewed,’” party secretary general Ulkil S6y-
lemezoflu zaid.

Anothar reaction to the bill came from the repre-
sentative of the Socialist Group at the European Par-
liament, Ludwig Fellermaicr. During his visit to Tur-
key, on May 21, Fellermaier, answering the questions
of Turkish journalists, said:

“1 would like to read a passage frcm an interview
by Premicr Ozal given to 8 German paper. He said with
ereat pride that since he tonk office in 1983 his admi-
nistration had lifted martial law in 44 provinces out
of 67. This is one side of the coin, liowever he did not
say anything concerning the otlier side of the coin.
The proposed amendment to thc police law |s a gross
intcrvention in the basic freedoms and rights of the
individu:l, Actually it is worse than martial law. The
powers piven to the police can be very negatively ox-
ploited. And il the bill clears the Turkish Parliament
in its current forin, it could lead to strong reactions
abroar,

‘“Yhen we criticize this bill no one should accuse
us of interfering in the internal affairs of Turkey. In
doing so 1 am not cnly making a statement but l am
also fulfitting my duty. The bill completely violates
the European H Human Rights Convention of which
Turkey is a signatory country,”

VICTIMS OF MARTIAL LAW

Ankara Denuty of the Populist Party (HP), Seyfi
Oktay disclosed on January 10 that every since the
takcover by militaty, the number of those who had
been dismissed by nrder of tlie martial law authorities
already exceeded 100 thousand. “There are many
people who bave never been subjected to any légal
proceedings, nor summonped to any police center..,
When they apply for a job in the public services, intel-
liconce services make an investigation about them,
This is a situation entircly incompatible with the Cons-
titution and the Universal Peclaration on lNMuman
Rights. I am afraid that this number may reach 200-
300 thousand,” he said,

Commenting on the same issue, Social Democra-
¢y Party (SODEP) Chairman Erdal Indni said that
many innoccnt people in Turkey were fired from their
posts and tkat it was time to handle their problems,
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GENERAL EVREN'S ANGER!

It is very well bnow that Genersl Evren and his prime mninister Ozal have no intention to take
heed of what European demiocrats say. Just after the validation of the Turkish delegation’s credf?n tiuls
by the Council of Eurcpe, Genergl Evren, in his speeci delivered on April 29 in Antalva, defied the
Council of Europe Resolution or nunen Rights,

“lie hape enemies as well as friends in the world. These enemics have organized bhands abrosd in
order to destroy tic current atmosphere of secuvity in our country, In i982 Turkey adopted ¢ new
constitution whicli is ¢ guarantee of neacc and prosperity for the Natiow. Tiey know ii very well...
And they do their utmost te abrogate this constirution. They tell us to inodify it if we wish to take
part in the eomnunity of civilized nations. They wrge us to fift imartial law. This choice is in our
ltands, not in theirs.

“They talk very often of torture in Turkey. They come here and talk with tcrrorists who are in
jail, not with people in the street. Qéviowsly, .a terrorist whe is 1o be condemnned to capital punish-
ment elaivits that e was tortured. A person of goodwill should not rely on their allegaticns.

“They are against the death penalty, they Iind it contrary to lonan rights... Are we abliged to
feed in prison thosc who have assassinated ren, twenty, thirty persons. florecver, the European Con-
vention or Human Rights key never abolisked the deatl penalty.

“They claim that there are prisoners of opinion in Turkey. The Turkish Penal Code does not in-
clude any article concerning opinion crinre. They make allusion to articles 141 cnd 142 of tic Code.
These articles had already bacn enacted in 1936, at the perled of Ararirk. Some members of associa-
tions arc in prison in accordanee with articles, but they are not prisoners of opinion..."

As for Frime Binister Ozal, he had already declared during his visit to the United States that there
are no political prioners in Turkey, except the leader of the JHP neo-fascist party, Alparslan Tiirkes,
and that all other prisemers are anarenists or crioninals, In Ozal’s view, since the recent release of Tiir-
kes, there are no more palitical prisoncrs in Turkey!

“At least they should have been given a chance to de-
fend themselves, There was havoc during the Scpterm-
ber 12 period and many peoove suffered due to the
extraordinary conditions of the iime. The State should
do whatever it can to ensure their rights are he said.

DARWIN BLACKLISTED

Mimister of Education, Youth and Sports Vehbi
Dingerler sent a directive to schools objecting to the
teaching of Charles Darwir’s theory of evolution “‘as
an absolute law", the daily Cumhuriyve! of diarch 26,
1985

in the ninister's view, teaching the theory of e
voiution “reseits in the finplication that therc is a
controversy betwcen science and religion,”: this can
be read in an eddendum to a report on Parwinism pre-
pared by the Council of Education and Truining which
keeps a strict eye on secondary (highi-school) education
curricula in the schools controlied by the ministry.

The report propared by the ministry points cut
that theory of evolution *first calls to mind the heresy
that man is descended from the ape,” and claims that
the fossils of howninids discovered in Peking, Piltdown
and Houg kong are “‘scicntific fakes™.

The ministry’s report also denounces Darwin as
Jn “‘atheistic materialist™,

YOUTH UNDER PRESSURE

The daily Cumhuriyet of alarch 26, 1983 report-
od that 1985 which tas been proclaimed Year of
Youth by the United Natious, has been the Year of
Bans for the youth of Turkey,

- In many cities, university students who pget to-
gether in coffee houses, or clubs are being forced try
police to leave these places and to retury lome,

- Thousands of students have been cxpelled from
universitics on the pretext that they arc not sugcessful,

- In all universities, all students are denied the
right to orpanise themselves in youtlh associations.

On April 5, twelve university students who gave
some opposition deruties in Parliament g petition
about repressive measures were taken into custody by

volice. They are accused of having made an unauthor-
ized demnonstraiion.

Another repressive measurc hits draftees for mili-
tary service. Accordiag to a regulation issued by the
Ministry of National Defense, university praduatos
who ate considezed. ‘'strpest” Uy the intellizemds. agon-
cy wiil be assigned, during their military service, to
special activities.

MAN-HUNTINGS 1IN APRIL

4.4, in Sirnak, Siirt province, a urdih militant
was shot dead and 7 more arrested.

5.4, in Istonbul, 18 left-wing militants were ar-
1ested,

6.4, in Sirnak, a Xurdish guerilla group attacked
a military mission and shot dcad a lieutenant, o poli-
ceman and three state eniployees.

10.4, in Bursa, a Jordenian doctor and 5 other
pergons were arrested on ¢ charge of fundamentalist
activitics.

13.4, in Istanbul, 13 political activists were ar-
rested.

17.4, inn Gaziantep, 5 left-wing militants were ar-
rested.,

18.4, in the district of Genc in Bingdl province, a
Hurdish militant v-as shot dead by the security forces,

20.4, in Mus, sccurity forces arrested 20 Kurdish
inilitants,

21.4, in Giresun, 12 persons were arrested by se-
curity forces.

30.4, in the district of Karlhiova in Bingdl prov-
ince 2 Yurdish mililants were shot dead and another
was woumnded by the scourity forees. On the same day,
in BDiyarbakir, three Kurdish militants were fatally
wounded.

CONODEMNATIONS IN APRIL

18.4, in Adana, a political mass {rial enided with
5 death sentences, 11 Jife-senterces and 51 other pri-
son terins of up fo 20 vears.

27.4, in Diyarbukar, a militant of the Revolutio-
nayy Comumunist Party of Turkey (TDXP) was sent-
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enced to death, another to life imprizonment and 8
others te prison terms un te 13 years.

30.4, in Ankara, the leaders of the Vorkers’ and
Peasants’ Party of Turkey (TIKP) were condemncid
again to imprisonment after their first senteuce was
overruled by the Miiitary Court of Cassation, TIIP
was one of the legal left-wing political narties in Tur-
key prior to the military coup. Partv chairman DRopu
Peringek and 8 codefendants were condeinned to 8
years each and six others to various prison terrs,

NEW CASES IN APRIL

13.4, in lzmir, 5 leadicg enember of SODEP, Ka
mil Karaveliofilu, was brought before a military tribu-
nal for having criticized the National Security Council
Karavelioglu is one of the aurhors of the military in-
tervention of 27th May 1960.

14.4, in Istanbul, the trial of 100 presumed mem-
bers of the Communist Party of Turkey (TIP) started
at a military tribunal. Among the defendants are also
two members of the SODEP, vresently the main op-
position party.

25.4, in Istabul, the military prosccutor took new
legal procecdings against the officials of DISK on the
charge of having brought into the country cars and
office equipment without paying custom duty, In
fact, this equipment had been sent by Furopean trade
unions as part of a solidzrity action,

30.4, in Istanbul, a now trial againsi seven mor-
bers of Dev-Yol. Each of them faces a 20-year nrison
term,
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NEN PHESS TRIALS

4.4, in Ankara, Turhan Dilligil, chief editcr of
the daily 4dalet was brought before a military tribu-
nal for having criticized a supreme court which was
dissolved 20 years ago.

11.4, in Istambul, journalist Htisnii Aktas is being
tricd betore e military triounal for his book entitled
“Civilized Savagery'. Publichers Ali Sahin and Seyfet-
tin Ofuzlar are also being tried in the same trial. All
of them are under arrcst.

20.4, in istanbul, the Martial Law Command ap-
pealed to the Military Court of Cassation with the de-
mand of overruling the acquittal of 18 membhors of
the Union of Tutkish % 'titers (TYS).

On the other hand, on April 29, the Aiinisterial
Council banned the introduction into Turkey of 11
publications printed abroad.

BAN ON SINGER RUHI SU

Turkey’s most popular singer, Ruhi Su, was ban-
ned from travelling abroad by the miiitary despite the
fact that he is suffering from a prave diseasc, The Tur-
kish doctors say that he absolutely needs medical
trcatment in Europe.

This inhuman practice ol the military has arous
ed protest from many denmrocratic organizations and
personalities. In Germany, Heinrich Ball, YWoll Bier-
man, Gunther Grass an:l Giinther Wallraff sent a letter
to the Turkish Culture Ministry insisting that he should
be permitted to travel abroad.

MORE RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE UNION RIGHTS

Not satisfied with oxisting restrictions on trade
union rights, Turkey's business circles have forced the
Government tc draft 2 new amendment to the labor
code, so as to impose further restrictions on trade u-
nion activity.

According to the billsdrafted by the Government:

- Ministry of Labor is cntitled to urge the Lator
Court to ban any trade union assembly it considers
unlawful,

- Any tride union official accused by the Ministry
of Labor of making expenditures not provided for in
the labor code, ean ke condemned to prison tetins rang-
ing from three months vy to onc year. So, a trade u-
nion official zan be impiisoned for sending Nlowers at
the occasion of a ceremony or for giving 2 dinner in
honor of a foreign trade union mission visiting Turkey,

- 'To check if at least 10 percent of the employecs
in an economic sector are affiliated to a particular
trade wnion --which is a condition for beiy entitled
to engage in collective barpaining— the Labor Court
shall take into consideration only the repisters of the
Labor Ministry. Registers certified by a notary will no
longer be considered 3 proof,

- In the evont of u vote resulting in rejection of a
strike, the trade upicn will be obliped te conclude a
collective agreemnent with the employer within 13 days,
If the apreement cannot tx signed within this period,
thie trade union concerned will lose its competeuce
for bargaining and the workers will be denicd any
wage increase until designation of another trade union
for starting up collective bargaining.

- The number of movernment represcutatives in
the Supreme Arbitration Council will be incronsed.
The Governmeni will be represented by three mem-
bers, where as the workers and employers unions are
—koth of them-- :¢ing represented by two mandates.
Thereupon, trade union officials declared that, should

these amendments be edopted by Parliament, their
unions will kc turned into “mutual aid associations™.

On the other hand, the Government has recently
issucd a new decrec with the purpose of pressing ¢m-
ployees of statc cconomic enterprises to give up trade
union membership. According to this new decres, any
employce who gives up his affiliation and sipns a spe-
cial contract with the employer, is to benefit from a
wage increase of 10 pe comparcd with unjonized
workforce,

in fact, even prior to these new amendments and
decreces, workers had in practise already been depriv-
ed of the right to strike,

Turkish Press-Vorkers Union Chairman, Ali Ekber
Glveng described, in his statement of Maorch 26,
the riglt to strike as the workers’ most iraportant
weapon to defead their economic and special rights.
“But when we study the laws in Turkey, we sce that
there are clauses which aimi to prevent workers from
using their basic richis or which aim to make the ripht
to strike lcvs effective,” he said,

The Chairman of the IHealth “Workers Unian,
Mustafa Bascgflu claiined that recent practice is proof
thet it is umzent to reconsider the current labor laws,
The rocent adjustments have totally ipnored workers,
cnd with the laws presently in force, there is no possi-
Lility for workers to strike.

Fayram Meeral, The Chpirman of the Highway
Vorkers Union said thut the labor code was a blow to
workers' rights and free {rade unioniom. “Production
should cease once a strike has been announced in a
plaut. But in Turkey, prevalent the practice is rather
stranpe. You announce a strike but the employer is
free to forward his stocks to the niarket or to hire an-
other groun of workers and to carry on with produc
tion. Who on earth could descrite this situation as a
frue strike?”
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According to Cumhuriyvet of January 13, in 27
major econoniic sectors, 37 trade unions h have Lcen
declared competent to engage in collective bargaining
for a total of 1,594,577 employces, However, the to-
tal workforce in those 27 sectors is of 2,590,978.

It has beer announced that in the course of this
year, the competent trade unions will be eagaged in
collcctive bargaining for {,011,088 cmployees,

The daily Hirriyet of iarch 17 reported that a
total of 530,000 employees in the sectors declired of
strategic importance for the socurity and wclfare of
the country were officizlly deprived of the right to
strike: 24,000 in the cil industry, 81,000 in the coal
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industry, 62,500 in banking, 69,000 in energy, 40,500
in education, 11,000 in road transport, 28,000 in rail-
wayv transport, 14,000 in maritine transport, 21,000
in health services, 32,000 in national defence services
and 124,500 in municipal works,

What is more, the Goverpinent issued on March
14 2 new decree depriving firemen and factory pguards
in the sectors wherse strikes arc permitted. of the right
to go an strike. Besides, the strikes of 800 workers in
agriculture and 300 workers in timber-work which
had already started, have bgen banned by Govern-
ment decision, This practice discourages all other at-
tempts of strike.

iviPCVERISHMENT OF V/ORKERS

The practical consequences of these restrictions
on trade union rights can be outlined as folows:

1. The share of national incomc assigned (o wage
earners is gracdually declining, “While the waze earners
were bencfitting from one third of national income in
1970, the sharo of the same group has gone down to
20 percent in 1985, Others who live on profits and
“private inenme’” receive as high as 80 percent.

Share of Share of profits,
Years wages In rent and interests
national income  innational income
1961 32.7pc 67,3 pc
1965 32.1 pc 67.9 pc
970 34.3 pc 65.7 pc
975 31.0pc 69.0 pc
1980 258 pc 74.2 pc
1981 234 pc 76.6 pc
1682 23.2 pc 76.8 pc
1983 22,8 pc 77.2 pc
1934 20.0 pc 80.0 pc

{Source; The Turkish Daily News, 4.1.1985)

The 1984 V/orld Development Report prepared
by the World Bapk confirms that among the 43 coun-
tries examined, Turkey is seventh on the list with rcs-
pect to the number of very poor people who arc striv-
ing just to get their daily bread to kesp alive, In con-
trast to this, Turkey is also seventh atnong the other
countries whose rich population dominates in nu.mber
over the others in the sccicty,

The imbalance in the distribution of rational in-
comge is striking. “The World Bank report divided the
population of Turkey into five slices of cach 20 per-
cent. According to this sutvey the businessmen and
industrialists get the lion's share with 56.5 percent of
national incomc.

The second group of people who may also hc des-
cribed as well-to-do are the parliamentarians, artisans
and tradesmen, who get 19.5 percent of the nation:l
income.

The third group are the higliy paid civil servants
or specialists working for the private sector with a
share of 12.£ percent,

The remaining two proups are tlic lowast paid.
V/orkers and civil servants get 5 percent of the nation-
al income. Only 2 percent is left for the real poor
who struggle cach day for a loaf of hread.

The lop-sidedness of the national income drstn-
bution was displayed recently when General Evren vi-
sitcd the Uludag winter sports resort. He re:narked he
was amazed to sec that so many rich men live in Tur-
key. The samc day newspapersreported that 14 people
committed suicide wiihin one week hecause they were
roduced to a state of dire poverty.

According to anothur sitvey published DLy the
daily Hiirrivet of NMay 13, the pap between the inco-
mes of the poorest 20 percent ¢f the population and
that of the wealtlhiest 20 percent is rapidly growing,
This differenice has already reached a ratio of 1 to 16,
comparcd with | to 4 in Finland, 1 to 5 in Britain, 1
to 7 in Spain, |1 10 8 in South Korea, 1 to 9 in France
and | to 10 in the USA.

2. As result of the devaluation of the Turkish
the hourly salory rate of Turkish workers which was
cquivilent to 1.5 DM in 1980, decreased to 0,90 DM
in 1983, while the wages in other countries were rising
in their Deutsche Mark equivalence.

HOURLY WAGES IN DM

COUNTRY 1980 1983
Sweden 16.44 18.08
Belgium 14.98 16.48
Norway 17.25 19.25
FRG 14.14 15.27
USA 1§8.03 20.09
Switzerland 16.97 19.56
Holland 13.23 14.56
Canada 16.94 i9.11
Denmark 17.60 19,20
France 10.94 12.18
Italy 9.24 11.85
Jupan 12.90 14.13
Britain 12.12 13,15
TURKEY 1.50 0.90

Apain according 10 a survey published by Hiirriye:
on IMarch 14, 1685, even the most qualified workers
in the industrial sector are still badly paid in Turkey
in comparison with other countrics, Given that a ga-
rage mechanic and a tarner are paid 100 in Vienna in
1984, their colleagucs in other European cities arc
comparativoly paid as follow:

CITIES Garage Mecanic Turner
Vienna 100 100
Ditsseldorf 119 128
Zitrich 207 192
Paris 96 93
rondon v6 74
Milan 74 51
Amsterdam 124 107
Stockholm 127 98
Copenhagen 152 115
Oslo 120 101
Athens 78 67
Istanbul 25 18



3. In addition to the devaluation of the Turkish
tira, the skyrocketing hikc of the prices of some vital
goods and scrvices hirs heen anoiher reason for the fall
in purchasing power of working poople.

The table below published vy the Turkisa Daily
News of January 4, 1985, ilicstrates clearly the impo-
verishinent of wage earners:

Nominal Prices Real Real wage
Years Daily ware Index  Daily wape indcx
1963 17.91 100.0 17.91 66.1
1977 146.53 541.3 27.07 1000
1978 207.93 876.3 23.74 87.7
1979 29431 1433.1 20.54 75.9
1980 426.96 2784.1 15.34 56.7
1981 543.84 3891.2 14.19 524
1952 691.03 5083.0 15.51 57.3
1983 944.37 6548.7 13.83 5t.1
1984  1302.00 9823.0 13.25 48.9

Anotier table published by the daily Hirriyer on
January 25, 1985, on the S5th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the drastic economic mceasures imposed by the
IMF highlights the price hikes over a 5-ycar period.

ITEMS 1980 1985 1985 Rise
B SO 1> N -
Milk (It) 40 270 1.80 575
Epe (one) 6 30 0.33 600
Spaghetti (kg) 25 i60 1.06 540
Tea (kg) 100 1150 7.06 1050
Coffee (kg) 250 3900 26.40 1460
Newcpaper 5 56 0.33 300
Margarin (kp) 72 580 3,86 705
Sugar (kg) 18 140 0.94 677
Meat (kg) 250 1250 8.33 400
Potatoes (kg) 20 117 0.78 485
Rice (kg) 44 353 2.35 702
Monthly rent 12,500 40,000 266.66 220
City bus ticket 5 70 0.46 1300
Movic ticket 35 330 2.20 842

It appears from rccent figures published in a re-
port on consumer price increases among CECD coun-
tries, thet Turkey comes at the top of the list with a
45.6 percent rise, followed by Ieeland (30.3), Spain
(11.3), italy (10.8), Ircland (8.6). The average increasc
of consumer prices in the OECD countries was 5.3 pe.

Data from all official sources, including the Ozal
government itself, show that inflation is contiaually
increasing in Turkey. The inflation rate for the first
quarter of 1985 is 54.6 percent, compared with 32,3
in the same period of 1984,

Cver this S-year period wage increases have been
very far from catching up with thiese hikes. Monthly
net minimum wagas rose te 16,421 TL {109 DM,
compared with 12,500 TL in 1980. As for the average
monthly net wages, they rose to 24,128 TL (160
compared with 8,684 TL in 1980,

According to a survey conducted hy SIAR (Soci-
cty for Social and Economic Rescarch), 2 4-member
household has to spend 102,000 TL (600 DM)onrent
and basic expenditure (Hdrtiyet, 4.4.1985). For Tiirk-
Is (Confederation of Turkish Trade Unions), the mi-
nimum wmonthly income of a 4-mcmber houschold
stiould be 126,130 T,

This low leve! of wages in Turkey is greatly ap-
preciated by foreign investors, and the (Ozal Govern-
meit bascs its campaign for attracting forcipm capital
pzimarily on cheap manpower,
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During his visit to Turkey, the Vice-president of
the Amorican Express Bank, George Carmany, express-
ed his satisfaction in the following terms: “Your wages,
until a few yesrs ago, were higher than those of other
Asicn countrics, But now they have fallen under the
level of thein, Thanks ic this evolution, your goods
lave become competitive on the world market,” The
Chairman of ihe British delepation of cominerce, Mi-
chael Turner, lias already voiced the same view: “The
wapes aré so low in Turkey that the high inflation rate
has 1o ncgative effect on foreign investments." (Cum-
huriyet, 25.2.1985).

PORTER COMMITS SUICIDE

in order to illustrate more clearly the impoverish-
mnent of working people in Turkey, we nave reprinted
below an information appeared in the Turkish Daily
News of February 12, 1985:

“KOCAELY - A porter committed suicide: Mon-
day in this city, after seeing his twe children working
here and there in an cffort to increase their household
income. Basri meram, who worked in a private com-
pany at Titlngiflik as a porter carned 15 thousand
liras {100 DM) monthly and paid cight thousand of
this sum for rent. However, the remaining seven thou-
sand was never enough to support his wife and two
sons. Yesterday seeing his two sons, onc working for
a grocer and the other selling bread, he first went to a
nearby coffee house and started to weep complaining
that ke couild no longer care for his family. Badri Me-
ram then returned to his job and after writing a {inal
lctter to his family, killed himseclf with ret poison.”

According to an earlicr issuc of the same newspa-
per, the number of suicides for economic reasons
martked an increase after 1980, The State statistics In-
stitute announced that the rate of suicidc for these rea-
sons rase to 14.5 pe of the total number of snicides in
1981 and 10 pc in 1983, whilc it was only 2.8 pcin
1980. (Turkish Daily News, 17.8.1984)

As regards prostitution, Populist Party (HP) de-
puty Engin Avdin declared that the number of regis-
tered prostitutes rosc tc 233,000 in 1983, comparéed
with a mere 2,000 in 1974, 87 pc of the prostitutes
are children of poor families. (Hirrivet, 23.8.1%84)°

The dajly Terciinan of September 25, 1984 re-
potted that 6,481 women had been taken into cusiody
over the first six months of 1984 for prostituting them-
selves without legal authorization, compared with- a
merc 571 1in 1931, B

Ths numbher of divorces has also increased by 30.2
pc over the last 10-year period. YWhile 11.547 couplés
got divorced before the courts in 1974, this number
rosc to [7.475 in 1983, (Milliyet, 28.9.1984). \

‘The deterioration ¢f living and bousing conditions
is reportedly the main causc of the divorees. Both the
State Statistics Institute and thc State Planning Orga-
nization announced that the annual housing deficit
has reached 350-400,000 in Turkey. About 5 million
persons live in houses worse than slums, What is
40,000 families live in zrottos and 120,000 families in
faits,

ANTI-IMMIGRANT MEASURES ,

The provisions in Minister Gol’s bill concerning
registration of no-EEC aliens have coni¢ into force on
st May 1985, This means that henceforth, in six co
communes (municipalities) in DBrusscls urban area,
Anderlacht, Forest, Molenbeck, Saint-Jilles, Saint-Josse
and Schaerbeek, the right of residence or settiing is
subjccted to restictions.



ing for thc workers,

—————— TURKISH WORKERS BEATEN UP BY US MILITARY POLICE -

On digreh 13, at the end of the day, workers of the US air base at Incirlik, a city located in south
Turkey, were preparing as ustally 1o leave the base to go home, At the exir, they were halted by 35
helmered US KPP, led by a squadron commander,
along with their union representatives (for HARP-IS trade union), refused to this body search wiich
was not In confornity with current laws. Ther, the 3P commander ordercd on the spot to use force,

The P, flanked by police dogs, charged into the workers. As ¢ result, six of them were injured,
two of whom had to be transferred to a hospital.

Thereupon, the wmarial law command in this region immediately imposed 2 total blackout on this
incident and justified the violent reaction of the US MP. On the other Kand, neither the local martial
lew command nor the Prefect of the district accepted to recelve a National sissembly member speak-

The US air base at Incirlik has becom e famous ct the time when ¢ US U-2 spy-plane took off from
there and was shortly after shot down, as it was fiving over the Sovict Uiion. Furthermore, 1his base
is clso being used to threaten tire Middle Fast countries.
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who started searching the workers, But these

Eight Brussels conimunes had beecn sclected by
Minister of Justice Gol to give their views on this pro-
posal for restiiction. As it furned out, only the Town
Councils in Etterbeek and Xockelberg opposcd the
enforcement of this anti-immigrant bill.

This measure is aimed at approximately §8,000
no-CEE aliens in Belgium, including 33,000 in Biussels.
This law does not solve any practical problem bert, in-
stead, it disseminates in public opinion a new discri
mination between EEC and no-EEC residents.

Another measure which has come into effect on
1st May, is the alien repatriution pay. Mo-EEC resi-
dents who are on thie dole for a long time, can apply
for it and get 2 suin equivalent to one ycar'suncmiploy-
ment benefit, As underlined by MEAX (Movement
against Racism, Anti-semitism and Xcnophobia), this
measure too gives snbstance to the vicw that an cxces-
sive number of imuniprants is allegediv the cause of
the present cconemic crisis, Moreover, the voluntary
nature of that sort of applicaticns is often beinp ques-
tioned, in view of growing deportation risks or, simply,
tecnuse of the threat of such a risk.

On the other hand, the Belgian daily La Cité ex-
posed on April 25, 1985 a scandal which, though not
new, js still hot news: the “‘additional tax’ which is,
sometimes illegally, required from immigrants and pe-
fitical refugecs on delivery of administrative

As regards application for or deliverance of work
permits, the municipal tax is set by law at 50 FB. But
Anderlecht municipality requires 750 FB on applica-
tion and 375 FE on delivery of this document. In
Saint-Gilles and Ixelles this tax is set respeclively at
8G0 and 2,000 FB,

People apolying for a “profcssional card” (trade
register, which is compulsory for self-employed peo-
ple) have to pay 5,000 FB in Schavrbeek but nothing
in the other communes. Cn the contrary, in Saini-
josse applications for work permits arg free, but when
they are renewed, immigrants have to pay 1,580 FB.

ANTEIMMIGRANT ACTS

4.2, in Biclefeld, West Germany, Turkish work-
er Mehmet Yilmaz, 27, was shot down,

7.2,in Kbln, West Germany, Turkish worker
ilyas Kaya, 40, was found dead at his home; he had
teen murdered.

16.2, in Winterslag, Belpium, Turkish miner Celal
Tosun had been told by the docior representing a mu-
tual Leacfit insuronce company to go back to work,
notwithstanding that he was still sick. Moreover, he
was to dic a few days latcr on his place of work. He
wzs head of a family of six.

6.3, in Enschede (Holland)}, Turkisit worker Neo-

det Emzikli, married and father of five children, was
murdered by unidentified people. He was first beaten
up, then run over by a car.

8.3, in Brussels, Turkish worker Abdil Simsek,
42, was found stabbed at his home. He resided in Bet-
gium since 1974. Later on, as he got unemployed, he
was forced to send his family back to Turkey,

9.3, in Xrofeld, WWest Germany, two Turks, Sevian
Kilig :md Melunet Cetm were beaten up by pelice, as
they refused to let thcm take away their children to
the police station. Both Turks had to be transferred
to a hospital badly injured.

10.3, in Bad Tolz, West Germany, a Turk named
Hanefi Yavur, married and father of a child, was
found dead. H¢ wus rcported strangled by unidenti-
fied people.

16.3, in Albertslund, Denmark, Turkish worker
All Akin was assaulted by four Danish youths, Al
though the latter had turned the whole house upside
down, they were afterwards set free by police.

11.3, ir Lorch, a 2d4-year-old Turk, Kemal Semiz,
wis found rdead with his head smashed,

19.3, in Gorinchem, Holland, Ruiud Cetin, chair-
man of a Turkish sports club was found fatally injur-
ed. He died in hospital.

25.3,in Biclefeld, West Germany, a 19-year-old
Turkish girl who had applied for political asylum, was
found dead at her home stabbed.

26.3, in Hamburg, West Germany, unidentified
people fired several shots at the home of a Turkish
worker named Mustafa K.

26.3, in Chiteaubriand, France, Turkish wc.r]rer
Ahmet bcker died from a nervous breakdown: he did
net recover from the shock caused by the murder of
two of his mates in the same city in Movember 1984,

27.3, in Roermond, Holland, Turkish worker Kur-
bar Kiimetgi, <13, was found dead in a wood; he had
been stabbed. He wos head of ¢ family of five,

5.4, in Biblis {Mannheim), West Gennany, a Tue:
kish family was assaulted by fivi Germans, as they
were at home. Badly injured, Hiseyin Yalgin and his
wifc were sent to hospital,

26.4, in Karlsruhe, ¥est Germany, a4 76 vcar-old
Turkish women was ordered by the Aliens Police to
leavc the ¢ountry, as she staved at herson’s home. Nrs
ifiyase Metin had come to West Germay i 1980 at
her son's invitation who is working there for 14 years,
As she has no relatives left in Turkey, she cares for
her grand-children in Earlsruhe. But police insisted on
her leaving the country on the pretexi that her grand-
children are already grown-up, Vest-German Sterp
magazinc has blamed police authorities for their inhus
nan and heartiess attiiude,

30.4, in Monthe¢liard, France, a Turkish restaurant
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called Istanbul Xebab was wrecked by an unexplained
euplosion. Two people, one dforoccan and one Turk,
were found dead amidst the debris.

SUICIDE BY TURKS

Very often Turkish migrant workers and politic.l
refugecs are being driven to steicide as a result of detes
riorating life conditions. Recently:

2.2, istanbul, a 27-year-old Turkisii woman,
Scrmin Celiker, committed suicide by throwing herself
from the Sth floor. After her familv’s retuns to Turkey,
she proved upable to adapi hzrsclf to life conditions
in her cousttry of origin, Moreover, her fader op-
posed her goin back to “Vest Germany.,

On the same dav, a 48-vear-old Turksih worler,
flyas ilaya, who had left Viest Germany some time
hofore, commiitied suicide as a result of o nervous
oreakdown, Ile complained that it was impossible for
him to get a job in Turkey.

14.2,in EBerlin, a 3l-ycar-cld Turkish woman,
Nadide Uzenli, stranzled her 2-year-oid haby folow-
ing a norvous breakdown. Then she tried o kill her-
self by taking an overdose of a medicine.
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23.2, i Bahkesir, Turkey, migrant worker Ahmet
Durmaz tried to commit svicide by throwing himself
from the 4th floor. He had come back after working
13 years in West Germany but he could net pet a job
in his country of oxigin.

14 3, in Birauaschweig, West Germany, Selguk Se-
ving, kilied kerself by fire after her application for po-
titicat asylwint had been tarned down,

4.4, in Hambury, FRG, a 41-year-old Turkish
woman cominitted suicide 2s 2 result of 2 nervous
bhreakdown.

6.4, in Bremen, FRG, young Ahmei Ozdirk, 15,
hanzed bimself in uiter despair bocause all his efforts
12 get 2 job had endea with complete toilure,

13.4, in Bochum, FRG, & 22-year-old palitical re-
fugee was found dead at his home, For four years he
had becn waiting for the cutcome of the procsdnure,

17.4, in Hambur;, FRRG, a father of five children
named Ismail Patan, hanged himself in prison due to a
nervous breakdown,

21.4, in Meisungen, FRG, a Turkish woman, Fat-
ma Tuncer, committed suicide as a resuit of a nervous
breakdown. Shattezed by the loss of his wife, Selman
Tuncer died of a heart attack,



