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EUROPEAN CAPITULATION

After the complaint about disrespect for human
rights in Turkey was withdrawn —a complaint that
five countries lodged before the Council of Europe’s
Human Rights Commission in 1982— other intema-
tional institutions bepan to improve their relations
with the Turkish regime. The European Community,
certain European governments, the United Nations
Human Rights Commission —all believing the Turkish
governinent’s misleading arguments— have turned a
deaf ear to complaints from victims of the dictatorship
and have decided to develop good relations with the
Evren-Ozal duo.

Encouraged by the decision of the Human Rights
Commission in Strasbourg, the Turkish government
first of all asked the Twelve to consent to the normal-
isation of relations between Turkey and the European
Community. The European capitals had suspended re-
lations the day following the 1980 military takeover
in Ankara.

The Twelve are confronted with a difficult politic-
al choice. As Le Soir emphasized on January 29, 1986,
“Turkey still has a bad reputation: in spite of the re-
lative democratisation recently instituted, there are
still 15,000 political prisoners in the country and ca-
pital punishment is still-carried out with painful regu-
larity. The Danes (and, to a certain extent, the Greeks)
are particularly sensitive to this aspect of things; con-
sequently, they are against a normalisation in relations
with Ankara.”

It should be remembered that Denmark was a-
among the five countries which withdrew their com-
plaint following a friendly settlement with the Turk-
ish govemment. However, the Danish govemment has
been under pressure from democratic forces in their
country.

Most of the other “Europeans™ —Belgium, Great
Britain, and the Federal Republic of Germany in the
lead— pointed out that an improvement in Human
Rights could already be noticed in Turkey and that,
consequently, one should not risk keéping this count.
ry isolated. They add that such isolation might lead
to a tise of a destabilising Islamic fundamentalism at
the continent’s borders... and at the doors of the So-
viet Union,

But this is not the only reason for normalising re-
lations with Turkey. As we have already pointed out
in the December 19885 issue of Info-Tiirk, this soften-
ing on the Europeans’ part is also the result of eco-
nomic concerns about their investments and business,
According to the Miliiyet of December 17, 1985, since
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GENERAL HAYDAR SALTIK
{One of tha putsch's authors)

WHO REPRESENTS 9
TURKEY
IN SWITRERLAND @

The Republic of Turkey, member of the Un.
ited Nations, the Council of Europe, the North At-
lantic Alliance, the OECD, associate member in the
European Economic Community and signatory of
the Helginki Final Act, s currently represented in
Bern by Ambassador Haydar Saltik,

This ambassador is not a career diplomat but
aformer peneral belonging 10 the Turkish military

"hierarchy.

Of course, a country's being represented by a
former general is not an exceptional case, However,
in Saluk's case, there is an element that is excep-
tional.

-Former general Haydar Saltik is one of the
authors of the military coup of September 12, 1980,
which started & period of unprecedented repression,
A period which, according to the recent Helsinki
Watch Raport, has still not ended, and whose sntl-
democratic practicas continue without change,

The day sfter the coup, an American n@wspa-
per presentad General Saltik to world oplnion with
the following words: '

“One of the key leadars, Genaral Hayder Sal-

{Continued on page 2}
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WHO REPRESENTS TURKEY IN SWITZERLAND?

tzk, who was named secretery general of the new ruling security committes, has attended numerous
seminars and planning sesstons of the NATO Command and was described by one NATO source as a
‘familar figure.” (The Intemationgl Herald Tribune, September 13, 1980)

This familiar figure was at the head of the 4th Turkish Army at the time of the coup. But before
assuming this command, he had been Deputy Chief of the Genoral Staff for the Turkish Armed
Forces. With this title, he prepared the plan for the coup, the “Flag” plan, A disclosure about his rela-
tions during this time, made by a journalists close to the military, is very significant:

“On May 11, 1980, following the meeting of the NATO Military Commilttee, General Rogers
(SACEUR), got inbolved in a talk with General Saltik, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, about
problems raiscd by the control over the Aegean area... As they touched on the idtuation in Turkey,
SACEUR asked: ‘“The Turkish Army, does it intend to face the rampant disorder in your country?
Saltik anticipated this question. He replied straight away: ‘We execute our duties, as we always do...”
(M.A Birant, 12 Eylil 1980 - Saat 04.00, Istanbul, 1984)

According to his biography published in TURKEY 1983 ALMANAC: “Saltik functioned as tho
Turkish Military Attaché to Washington, as chief of the formation department of CENTO and as com-
mander of the Turkish Armesd Forces in Cyprusin 1977-78."

In his military career, the most sinister stage s doubtlessly the one during which he was Deputy
Chief of Generall Staff. In the Turkish Army, the Counter-Guerilla Organization is directly lnked to
the Deputy Chicf of General Staff, It is the Counter-Guerilla Organization that, by supporting neo-
fascist para-military bands (Grey Wolves), prepared the pretext for the coup.

The first day of the coup, as the author of the *Flag™ Flan, General Saltik assumed the function
of Secretary General of the National Security Council (military junta). With this title, ho coordinated
all repressive measures up to August 1981, Then he was named Commander of the Turkish First
Army, as well as Martial Law Commander in Istanbul region. Up to November 1983, he was directly
responsible for all arrests, practices of torture, mass process, press censorship, etc., in this region.

After the legislative elections, he was named Commander of Land Forces, and he stayed in this
position until his retircment,

His name is still rememtercd by the victims of the military dictatorship with horror and indignation.

Today this putschist represents Turkey in Switzerland, a country where many international or-
ganizations have their headquarters and many international meetings are held for the defenss of

human rights.

the lodging of their complaint against Turkey, the
five countries must have noticed that their investors
were not taking pert in Turkish economic projects
which total three billion dollars.

This analysis is shared by the European Commit-
tec for the Defcnse of Rcfupees and Immigrants
(CEDRI). In its information bulletin, CEDRI says the
following:

“It is not the Buropean democracies which have
organised an economic boycott, but the terrorist
Turkish regime, The Turkish market is exiremely huc-
rative, in fact, for western enterprises, thanks to IMF
funetionaries who, over the ycars, have prepared the
putsch of 1980, in collaboration with NATO and the
Americans, With the military, investments in Turkey
report a return of much more than previously.

“It was therefore sufficicnt to exclude from the
Turkish market the five countries which had lodged
the complaint. This calculation by Evren and Ozal has
worked very well: Great Britain, the FRG, Belgium
and some other countries have rushed at the thus
freed market,

“The Swiss example is significant: Once the Stras-
bourg compromise was signed, Switzerland, which has
great experionce in the areas of neutrality and business,
s, could finally speak freely and declared proudly in
Bern that as far as its arms expotts —strongly on the
rise, by the way-- were concerned, Turkey henceforth
had top priority.

“In exchange for this important market, the Swiss
ambassador to Ankara, Apdré Maillard, promised in
the Turkdsh press that Switzerland was carefully pre-
paring the expulsion of 7,000 Turkisk seekers of asy-
lum in Switzerland.., which would be timidly denied
by Bern afterwards. A week later, it was announced
that the new Turkish ambassador appointed to Bern
was nonc other than General Baydar Saltik (officially

retired) who, in 1980, prepared the military coup with
General Evren. In Bern, it was officially declared that
Saltik would be effectively close to those presently in
power in Ankara, but that the ‘fact of having belonged
to military hierarachy was not, according to People’s
Right, sufficient reason to refuse an appolntment.’

““The litany which has been repeated to us for se-
veral years that today there would be a ‘democratisa-
tion’ process in Turkey is now confirmed by a solid
explanation, an economic one: ‘the friendly accord’ in
Strasbourg is not the final chord of this concert. One
knows now that ‘democratisation” means: the Turkish
market is again open to all...”

In fact, the European Community is moving to-
wards normalising its relations with Turkey, with the
consensus reached in the Council of Foreign Affairs
Ministers in Luxcinbourg on Febiuary 17, 1986, At
this mesting, the Twelve accepted the proposal of an
EEC-Turkey mecting in the Autumn of 1986.

The Council of EEC-Turkey Association has not
met in more than five years. The association accord
was frozen by the European Commission after the 1980
coup. Concretely, this freeze brought about a suspen-
slon in paying the balance (29 milllon ecus) of a special
ald of 75 million ccus accorded to Turkey in June
1980. The fourth financial protocol of 600 million e-
cus 375 in financia! aid and special loans and 225 in
loans from the European Investment Bank (BEI)— has
still not been approved by the EEC governments.

Negotiations on the limitation of EEC textils im-
ports from Turkey are still at a standstill although
this country has been the main supplier of textle to
the EEC since 1984,

The FRG, Great Britain and the Netherlands
have wanted since March that a Coundil of Associe-
tion meeting take place at the ministerial level, as
Turkey requested. /



By virtue of a decision taken in 1976, it is expected
that Turkish workers will be able to move frecly with-
it the EEZC, starting from Decemter 1st, 1986, The
FRG, which shelters a lerge Tirkish community,
wants rapid rencgotiation on this clause of the associ-
ation accord.

After this consensus, cven a member of the Ku-
ropean Co.nmission such as 3. Claude Cheysson,
who had been very critical of the Turkish regire and
who was labelled “ingolent” in a headline of the Turk-
ish daily the ITérriyet on February 14, 1986, changed
his attitude all at once and the European Commission
hes issued proposals aimed at seeking progressive nor-
suglisation in relations between the ELC and Turkey.

First the Commission proposed that the hudgei
authoritics make a primary transfer of 10 million ecus
for 1986 within the context of special aid to Turkey.
Furthermore, it proposed that the Council decide on
the coinmunity position in view of necotiations with
Turkey about rules governing the free-movement of
Turkish workers.

“Realizing that the social-cconomic context cha-
racterized by significant unemployment in the Com-
munity {16.75 million ar¢c unemployed, which means
12.4 percent of the active population in the 12-mem-
ber Community}, and realizing that an iinprovement
i Turkey’s cconomic situation whose growth between
1980 and 1984 was 4.4 poreent on the average, thus
cffecting uneinploymeni conditions not fundamental-
ly different from those in the Cominunity,” the Coin-
mizsion proposed:

“- consolidating and improving the status of Turk-
ish workers and their fomilics residing rogularly in the
Cormamunity, particularly through the suppression of
still-existing discrimination in tlhic areas of living and
working condition.

“ fixing conditions of access to the jobr market
in & member state for Turkish workers, insofar as a
job is effectively offered, with respcct to job priority
for nationals of the member states, but permitting ap-
propriate measures if thesc conditions might give rise
to problems foroign to free-movemeat.

“- orgenizing the keeping together of families
with respect to family lifc and parental obligations in
the zrea of educatlon.

- These measures also takce into account the situ-
ation of Groek, Spanish and Portuguese workers in
the Community. In fact, in conformity with the Addi-
tionul Protocol of the Association Accord, Turkish
warkers canunot be trcated inore favourably than
workers from member states.

“-For the latter, limitations op the cxercise of
free-movement will be in effect nntil 1987 for Greece,
and 1992 for the two new members,”

In conerete terms, this proposal envisages the pure
and simple suspensfon of a right already acquired by
virtue of a bilateral acenrd concluded in 1963 between
Turkey and the EEC, In fact, this proposa} which re-
pluces frec-moverment starting from December 1st,
1986, is only a ncw formulation of the statute which
has been in force since 1976, The Council of Associa-
tion had already decided in 197§ that the member
states would be compelled to give priority to Turkish
workers when the need for manual fabour could not
be satisfied by Community workers. The same council
decided in June 1980 to bring about improvements to
this rule: after three years of regular work in a mem-
ber state, the Turkish worker can apply for a job in
the same profession; and after four years, he can be-
nefit from frec access to any salaried work, Furtlier-
more, coopeiration was expected in favour of Turkish
workers and their famies in socio-culturs] areas, and
in favour of professional formation and the exchange
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of young workers. Morvover, the spme Councilin June
1980 dccided thot Turkish Worliers and members og
their furmnilies in the Comnmunity could Lenefit from
¢qual treatment with Community workcrs in matters
concerning renwineration, hencfits for sickress, old-aue
disability and unemployment,

The only new aspect of the present Comumirzion
proposal would ke the ending of visa oblications for
Turkish workers residing regularly in the Community.
But, in exchange for European congessions in the pol-
itical area, the Turkish authorities are ready to accept
fire suspension of the right to free movement for an
indefinte period.

YMeeting in Brussels op karch 10, the Foreign Af-
fairs Ministers of the Twelve have shown agrcement
for a “prudent’ thawing in relations with Turkey in
the context of proposals from the Europeen Commis-
sion. However, during the negotiations, the Greek
minister jnsisted that the thaw occur only if the Tur-
kish goverament respected five conditions that the
LFuropean Parliament has set tor resumption of Turco-
Yuropean relations (See Jnfo-Trirk, October 1985).
The Danish minister also showed reservations repard-
ing Turkey resrespect for human rights.

It appcars that if the European Parlintment or
Grecee drops its position, the Council of Turze-Eurc-
pean Association will meet in Autumn 1986, and th2
repressive Turkish regime will thus become o “respee-
table™ asseciate of the European Commurnity.

To reassure the Turkish government in this pre-
cess, vir Cheysson on karch 23, received so:re Turkish
journalists, among whoin was the one who had 1absilod
him “insolent™ zeveral weeks wefere, and told them
he would soon visit Turkey to specd up the ruppro-
chement between Ankara and Brussels. Howsvar, for
the sake of caution, he reminded them taat possible
opposition from the Burcpean Parlizment or Greece
could dclay this meeting.

OZAL'S VISIT TO LGNDON

Doubtlessly, the Turkisih leaders’ eveatost anihi-
tion is beyond 2 simple resumgtion in relations wiih
the Community. Premier Ozal has repeated scveral
times that Turkey would be ready to join the Eoro-
peax Community as ity full thirtcenth member.

He expressed this wish during his visit to Groat
Dritain at the beginning of March,

As this was the first official visit by 2 Turkish
prime minjster to u YWestern BEuropean capital since the
1980 coup, the Turkish press mobilised an army cf
correspondents to accompany Qzal and pablished
triunuphant dispatches about Turco-Britisii telks,
Howaever, although Czeal was warmly received by LIrs
Thatcher, the British opposition and the London precs
seized the cccasion to raisc the problem of Lt nan
rights violations in Turkey. Turkish and English groups
staged several demwonstrations in Loadon agzainst the
arrival of 2 povernment leader of a repressive .epime,
Furthermore, Labour leader Neil Kinnock made very
strong eriticisms in this regard during his talks it
Ozal, In fact, he had a very particular re~c.ii16re2'ng
this: Just betore Gzal's visit, a Labour deputy, Mir
Tony Benn, had beer invited to Turkey to participuie
in a mecting organised by Turkish intellectuals, bHut
the Ozal goverament forbade this mectinz and thus
prevented the British deputy from taking part.

Although the visit led to cartain agreoments bet-
ween the Turkish and British govermments concerning
tiie development of business refations and 9 21 gpen-
ing for a narrower colleooration in the war industry
aroa, Ozal was not so satisfied with Mrs Thatcher’s
response about the possitility of Turkey joinins tie
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EEC. Even this ardent defender of the Turkish regimne
reminded her counterpart that Turkisiv membership
to the European Community was cnly an illusion ur-
der the present circumstances especially when one
takes into account the great difference betwzen Tur-
key and Western Europe in economic, social and poli-
tical areas.

put the “Iron Lady™ promised to support every
initiative having to do with impirovements in Turco-
European relations, especially during the term of Bri-
tish presidency in the Community, which will begin
July 1st, 1986.

iT IS THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE'S TURN

Vhile the European Commission and the Council
of Ministers were making a “pmdent” ouverture to-
wards Turkey, thc European Parliament, which has
set five limman rights conditions for the resumption of
Turco-Buropean relations, found itself going through
a waiting period, Foilowing the withdrawal of tlie five
countrics’ complaints, this assembly of the Twclve
await the stand to be taken by the Parlinmentury As-
sembly of the Council of Europe which brings togeth-
er parliamentarians from the 21 member countries.

The latter will meet in Strasbourg on April 21-25.
Rapporteurs for the political and juridical commis-
sions of the Parlizmentary Assembly have already visit-
ed Turkey in mid-March and leld talks with several
political leaders and public personalities so as to be
able to report on the human rights situation in Tur-
key. Moreover, the Sccrctary General for the Council
of Europe, MIr Marcelino Oréja, also paid o visit to
Ankara on his part,

According to the report from delegate Steiner,
which the Political Commission cdopted with a few
small changes on April 4 in Paris, in spite of the fact
that certain anti-democratic articles of the Constitu-
tion are still in force and that there are still restrictions
on tradc union liberties and on the freedom of opinion
and association and that most political prisonners
don't benefit from being given conditional liberty,
“Turkey has made considerable progressin the process
of returning to democracy.” Consequently, the repor-
ter proposed that the Parliamentary Assembly support
the Turkish regime’s “efforts” and refrain from any
interference which could lead to a rupture in this pro-
cess. What is more, the Political Commission is expres-
sing the view that if 4 new and negative elernent does
not come about, the Council of Furope should close
the Turkish affair under the present circumstances,

It should be noted that this report has been adopt-
ed by the majority of the Commission, with only one
vote against and six abstentions. So, the Parliament:-
ry Assembly of the Council of Europe can make simi-
lar pronouncements without taking notice of any
protests coming froin democratic organisations or in-
ternatioral trade unions.

If there is no unexpected change, as is already
foreseen, this European capitulation will be crowned
by a mini-session meeting of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Furope from Juae 30 to
July 3 in Istanbul, a city where thousands of political
prisoacrs are still in military jails and thousands more
are still being trled before military tribunals, in spite
of the fact that martial law has been lifted as a sigh of
“the normalisation in political life.”

CAPITULATION AT THE UNITED NATIONS

The European capitulation was also seen during
the meeting of the United Nations Humun Rights
Commission, held nt the cnd of February in Gopeva.
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Since the military coup, human rights violations in
‘Turkey had always been the order of the day for this
Commission.

At this meeting, the Turkish delegation - refering
to the withdrawal of the five Europcan countries’
complaint from the European Commission on Human
Rights— took a series of steps to obtain the same
gesture from the United Nations Commission. Despite
all the information coming from democratic forces in
Tureky, the Commission capitulated before the Tur-
kish regime’s manceuvre and decided on the votc of
30 countries, to close the file on human rights viola-
tions in Turkey. To obsevcrs’ great surprise, all the
Europcun countries voted in favour of the Turkish re-
gime, although the Soviet Union, the NRG, Bulgaria,
and the Ukraine did not take part in the voting.

Another international occurrence which is con-
cerned with the humar rights situation in Turkey is
the “Human Contacts Xieeting of the Conferencc on
Security and Ccoperation in Europe (CSCE) which will
be held in april in Sern. This meoting of the 35 signa-
tory countries of the Final Helsinki Act, Turkey a-
mong them, will paradoxicajly take place in a Eur-
opean capital where Turkey has been represented for
sorie time by an old putschist, General Haydar Saltik,
(Sce: “Ino represents Turkey in Switzerland? 'on p. 1}

Before this meeting takes place, a non-gevern-
rmental group Helsinki Watch has published g well do-
cumented dossier on the dramatic human rights situa-
tion in Turkey. Titled “Liberty and Fear™, this report
made it known first of all that the US State Depart-
ment had tried to prevent the Helsinki Watch Com-
mittee from going to Turkey to study thc situation
on tlie spot. The Department said that such a mission
could causc deterioration in Turco-Amcerican relatinns,

According to the report, American diplomats in
Ankara justified the practice of torture in Turkey,
saving that Turkish society is based on viclence and
that Turks are used to this practice.

Helsinki Watch also declared in this 122-page re-
port that Wushington and its diplomats it Turkev
support the repressive Turkish regime which had as-
sured political stability in this region,

The European countries’ position with rezards to
the revelations in the Helsinki Watch report will be a
new index to measure the extent of their capitulation
to the Turkish regime,

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S REPORT

Although the European governincnts have bent
to Ankara’s ecouomic and political blackmail, the
non-governmental institutions have continued to use
every occasion to raise the question of human rights
violations in Turkey.

On February 6, 1986, Amnesty luternational
publislied a new report akout the ongoing persecution
of intellectuals and political militants.

According to this report, many of the 15,569
political prisoners in Turkey are left-wing party mem-
bers, trade unionists, writers, journalists, editors, aca-
demicians, members of ethnic or religious groups.

Al stated thot it was still receiving documents
which show that political detainees are still being
treated in o cruel and degrading manner when they
are interrogated at police stations or in military or
civilian prisons. Lawyers arc still prevented from con-
ferring with their clients, and, even if they are allow-
ed to do s0, any remark their client makes about the
ill-treatment in prison is cause for the talk to be inter~
rupted by guards who carefully follow every conver-
satiom.

In the same report, Al publicised several torture

e



cases which were brougiit to their attention cither by
the victims themselves or through the Turkish press.

After the publication of this report, two deputies
from the povernient party, ANAP, rcacted immediat-
cly by visiting the headquarters of Amnesty Internc-
tional in London. According to the daily Comieriye?
of March 13, 1986, Mr Billent Akarcali and ir kek-
met Kececiler told tho press that they had visited
Amnesty International so as to take stock of this or-
aanization which had o *‘Marxist-leninist” reputation
in Turkey. Greatly surprised by this statement, the
Amnesty International authorities reminded the two
deputies that the organisation jalso kept watch against
anti-democratic practices in clarxist-Leninist regimes,
and they referred ¢specially to their rocent campaign
regarding the treatment of Turks in Bulgaria,

When the Amnesty internstional report on the
probiem was made public, the same govermment circles
in Ankara, quite forrnetting their lying sccusations a-
painst this humanitarian organization, gave great pub-
licity to AI's position op the question of Turks in
Bulgaria and have even based their internationa ma-
nocuvrings on this report froin Amnesty International.

In fact, this is not the first or last hypocriticl act
by thc Ankara regiine, These arc the same leaders
who imprisoned the chicfs of the Turkish Peace Com-
mittee for having called for development in good neigh-
bour relations with socialist countries, although the
same rulers themselves rushed to the capitals of thesc
same socialist countries to ensure the continuation of
clectricity importation from Rulgaria and the Soviet
Union. They rcceived the highest decorations in these
Marxist-Leninist countries while the peacc militants
were receiving electric sliocks in military prisons.

STATE TERROR

Oae of the pretexts for the Enropean cupitulation
to the Ankara regime is doubtlessiy the lifting of nisr-
tial law i 52 provinces of the country and the reap-
pearance of some former political figures on the poli-
tical scene,

" Since March 19, 1986, there kave only been five
provinces where martial law is still in effcct: Diyarba-
kir, Hakkari, Mardin, Siirt and Van. For the rest, mar-
tial law has been replaced by a state of emersency in
14 provinces: Adana, Apri, ankara, Bingél, Elazig, I-
gel, kzmir, Istanbul, [d2tay, Kars, Ordu, Sivas, Sanliur-
fa and Tunceli. Despite the apparent disappesrance of
the roilitary presence, the 19 mosi important provii-
ces of the country are uctually still under extraordina-
ry rule whereby the military or the governors have ex-
cessive and arbitrary powers,

Liorcover, ¢ven in the nrovinces which have beer:
freed from martiai law, inilitary tribunals still function
and try thousands of politicai detainces, The most
striking cxample: The leaders of DISK still risk being
sentenced by a military tribunal in Istanbul. Fer
“crimes ' committcd after the lifting of martial taw,
therc arc State Security Courts (DGIM) made up of
civil and inilitary judges who try the politically accused

In fact, s we have alreudy indicated in previous
Bulletins, the martial law a3 been replaced by & police
state in Turkey,

Following the adoption of various laws giving the
police excessive and arbitrary powers, hunderds of
police chicfs have bLeen sent to the United States to
learn new police techninues, According to astaiement
which the Director General of Police Saffet Anixan
Bediiiz made on Iiarch 10, 1986, the policemen trained
by American specialists will be given the job of launch-
ing “anti-terrorist brigades.”

Despite the lifting of martial law in most of the
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castern provirces, Turkish Kurdistan is still being treat-
¢d o8 a war zone with the presence of two-thirds of
the active Turkish troops there. Since the beginning,
in August 1984, of the Kurdish armed resistonce to the
repressive practices in the region, 3€0,000 soldiers as
well as special antiguerilia umnits have taken part in
“clenning, and pacification’ actions in the Kardistan,
under tie title of “Sun Qperation”. The simister
“Counter-Guerilla Crganisation,” which had instigat-
e the political violence before the coup, was given
full avthority to carry out operations in the Kurdish
provinges.

These opcrations have been extended to fragiand
Iranian territoircs, with asrcenient fromn the concern-
ed countries, The “Office for Special hiilitary Opera-
tion™ have sot up five centers in Kurdish territory.,
employing professional torturers. According to CEDRI
1aore than 100,000 Kurds up to now have been arrest-
ed, and tens of thousands tortured during the course
of these actions,

In the Kurdish regions, “village guards’ have also
been created to assist the army and rhe regular police.
Recruitment is carricd out especially among the bands
of the Aghas {landowners), the uncmployed, criminals
who lhave been exempted from their sentence, and
“repcnted” political prisoners. Their job is to carry
out surveillance on the population, support military
operations and cause provocations which can create 2
pretext for repressive actions., According to the Milli-
yer of January 15, 1986, the number of *villuge
guards” could be more than 15.000.

Nine bordsr provinces have been declared *“threat-
ened areas”: ten cthers, “dangerous areas.” The Mi-
nister of the Interior has ordered surveillance of these
areas and reinforced sccurity measures.

Since 1985, thousands of “‘suspected” Kurdish
families have been deported (o western Turkey. The
deportations zre not limited to only families but also
mclude the population of entire villages. The evacuat-
cd vilfages have been dechared “forbidden zcnes” and
are under the control of the army, sceurity units and
the Mational Inteiligence Agency (WIET).

To strengthen the army, the present regime ex-
pects to invest 20 billion dollars for the creation of an
smament industry. Tc this end, the government has
created 2 *“Fund for the Support of the Armameni
industry,” financed by raising the prices of products
from stute monopoly enterprises and by scizing part
of the revenues from gambling. Arms production,
which inchides that of electronic systcms, will, on
one hand, serve to rcequip the Turkish armed forces,
and, on the other hand, e exported to Islamic couns
tries. Turkcy will thus become one of the main Euro-
pean arrs producers. NMeanwhile, the country is cal-
ling on American and European trusts to become cc-
producers. As CEDRI has indicated, one snay assume
that it is not by chance that Furopean efforts to
“‘normalise’ relations with Turkey coincide with the
announcenient of one of the biggest arms contracts,

AMMESTY FOR PRISONERS

In this capitulation process, the Europcan govern-
ments remain indifferent to the fact that the Turkish
government has not kept its promise to declire gene-
ral amnesty for all political prisoners, despite repeti-
tive requests from the European Parliament and the
Council of Europe.

Instead of amnesty, the Mational Asseinbhly on
March 11, 1986, adopted a law which would reduce
the prison term of those who have never disobeyed
prison rules.

Accordiag to this law, prison terms of five years

4.



have been reduced to twgo years and three days, 10
years to four years and five days; 15 years to six years
and seven days; 20 years to gight years and 10 days;
24 ycars to 9 years, seven months and 21 days and
life imprisonment to 20 years. As for capital punish-
ment, if it has not heen ratified by the National As-
sembly, the prisoner will sec 30 years in prison. A pro-
posal to modify the law for the benefit of all those
who have been sentenced to capital froni this conmut-
ation has bean rejected by the government majority,
So, despite the wish expressed by the European bodies,
the death penaity is still in force, and a political acti-
vists can e cxccuted if the National Assembly rati-
fies his sentence.

The RJiinisty of Justice announced that some
48,000 prisoncrs would benefit from this law although
some 30,000 remain in prison. Most significantly, the
majority of political prisoners cannot henefit trom
this recuction vecause they 2re considered “disobe-
dient to prison rule,” du¢ to their acts of resistance u-
painst the inhuman treatment in the prisons. To be
able to benefit Jater from this reduction, they will
have to be quite obedicnt in the nine months to come
Even a small ¢isussion with a guard can deprive the
prisoner of a reduction in his prison term... a discus-
sion which might have been provoked by the prison
authorities if they do not want the prisoner in question
to be set free.,

One of the consequences of deceiving political
prisoners has been suicide on March 21, of an inmatc
in the Sinop prison. When this prisoner, sentenced to
26 years, learned he -was not poing to be frecd, he
hang himself,

As for those sentenced to death, eighty-one cases
ure currently before the National Asscmbly for parlia-
mentary ratification. Of these 81 prisoners, who life
depend on a parliamentary majority, 44 are leftist, 10
rightist, 25 arc common criminals and four are Pales-
tinian militants,

The Ankara regime is so allergic io the idea of
cnding capitel punishment that six lcaders of the
Union of Turkish Doctors are still being tried heforc a
criminal tribunal for having sent a petition io the Pre-
sident of the Republic and the government, asking for
the akolition of capital punishinent, Professor Nusret
Fisek and liis five colleagues risk being sent to prison
for up to two years just becanse of this humanitarian
request,

NEW DEATH SENTEMCES

The military tribunals are continuing to hand out
death sentences even while European governments are
congratulating themselves on “the rerurn to democra-
cy in Turkey.”

On February 28, 1986, 23 activists of the Kurdis-
tan Vorkers’ Party (PKK} were sentenced to death
while 151 others were scntenced to various prison
terms.

On March 9, 1986, the military prosecutor in the
Dev-Yo!l case in Adana requested capital punishment
for 49 defendants;

Elcewhere in recently opened proceedings, prose-
cutors requested the death sentence for four PKK mi-
litants, on February 12 in Diyarbakyr, and for four
DDO militants on February 17 in [stanbul,

Cther recont prison sentences:

20/2, in Ankara, four Dev-Yol militants.

28/2, in Izmir, eight alleged TKP meinters.

2/3, in Elazag, two PKK militants,

§/3, in Istanbul, four TSIP members.

16/3, in Erzurum, & Dev-Yol militant, Glilpasa
Vai¢. He had fled the country twice and had request-
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ed political asylura in the Soviet Union but, cacl time
the Sovict avuthoritics had sent him back tc Turkey.

19/3, in Diyarbakir, two leftist militants.w

28/3. in Yrzurum, 16 Dev-Yol militants,

29/3, in Diyarbakir, eight PKK militants and 12
Kawa activisty,

30/3, in Adana, nine Kurdish miliants.

NEW POLITICAL TRIALS

During March 1986, several trade nnionists and
political activists were tried by State Sccurity Courts
or cirminal tribunals,

Cn March 13, 77 pcople who took part ina wor-
kers demonstration in Izmir were !ried for mcking
slanderous slogans against government poiicy.

On March 18, new proceedings were started a-
gainst cight tradc upion leaders and a member of the
Union of Propressive Tcachers for their activitics be-
forc the coup.

Moreover, the DISK Secrctary Genera! Fehmi
Isiklar was brought to irial on March 28 inn Istanbul
for havirg insultea the military prosccutor durinw his
defense in the mass trial before the military trivinal,

One of the most significant recent cases has boen
against five political activists who had just been freed
through the new law on reduction n prison t2ris.
The accused are Ziya Yilmaz ana his four comrudes
who had suceceded in cvading inilitary prison in 1972
during the previous repressive period, They were later
arrested to serve their scntence, After being freed on
kiarch 27, the prosccutor in Istanbul launched new
judicial proceedings against them and has asked for
prison terms of up to 13 years for themn:.

MANHUNTING AND ARRESTS

Operation Sun continues in the conntry’s castern
repions with ceaseless inenhunts, wiile in cther regions,
loftist mikitants are still subjected to arrests on a mas-
sive scale. Confrontations between the militars and
Kurdish peshmergas often leave many victinms.

In two recent months:

612, in Mardin, 1 Kurdish militant killec.

11/2, in Tarsus, 10 lefiist mililant arresicd.

13/2, in Izmir, 7 leftist militants arrested.

14/2, in Hakkari, 23 Kurdish militants airestod,

20/2, in Istanbul, a leftist militant arrested,

242, n Ordu, 7 Dev-Yo! militants airested,

2642, in Elazig, a soldier killed by tiie Knrdish
resistance,

2/3, in Adana, 30 leftist militants arrested.

8/3, in Siirt, 3 Hurdish militants killed; in Izmir,
8 TKP/D members arrested.

10/3, in Istanbml, 9 THP/B militants arrested,

12/3, in Ordu, teacher Zeki Sarikan and lawyer
Scnel Sarihan arrested for their politicnl activities be-
fore the coup.

19/3, in adwaman, four gendarmes kitled by
Kurdish militants,

22/3, in Tunceli, a Kurdish militant ki'lad.

23/3, in Siirt, a woman and her two chi! fror kil
led; the military say Xurdish militants are rcsponsible.

2443, in Eruk, thrce gendarmes und five comn-
munity guards killed by Xurdish resistarce.

26/3, in Midyat, three soldiers killed by Kurdish
militants,

28/3, in Hakkari, a gendarme killed by Kurdish
militants.

29/3,in lzmir, 25 university moembers arrested
for possessing “prohibited” publications,

30/3, in Elazig, three PEIL militants killed, In I[stan-
bul, more than five hundred people are arrested dur-
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ing a raid carried out on the anniversary of the mas-
sacre 15 years ago of leftist militants in Kizildere.

31/3, in Dicle, a gendarmerie commander jskilled
by Kurdish militants.

‘The military authorities have announced that
over the course of the Kurdish new year, 16 soldiers,
6 village guards, one woman, 11 children and 12
Kurdish militants died in armed confrontations bet-
ween peshmergas and the security forces,

SETTING PACIFISTS FREE

Aftcr a persistent campaign by world democratic
forces, the Jast group of the Turkish Peace Cominittee
leaders were set free in two actions on February 28
and March 18, Reha Isvan, Aykut Goker, Tahsin Us-
luoglu, Metin Ozek, Haluk Tosun, Gencay Saylan, Ali
Sirmen, Ali Taygun, Ergun Elgin, Erdal Atabek, Hii-
seyin Bas and Othan Taylan bad been in prison for
more than threz years.

The Military Court of Cassation had overturned
their sentence twice and the trial of 23 pacifists con-
tinue in Istanbul.

On the other hand, 2 second case against 48 mem-
bers of the same committee, which had been continu-
ing separately, was joined to the first trial on March
20. Vhat is significant is that certain of the defendants
in the second trial are lawyers of the defendants in
the first trial. Thus they automotically become defen-
dants in a case wherein, up to thern, they had been de-
fense lawycrs. The attorneys in qucstion accuse the
tribunal of thus depriving the accused of their right to
defense,

DEATH OF A RENCWN LAWYER

A renown lawyer has been added to the lst of
victims of the repression in Turkey. He was both de-
fense attormey and accused in mass trials against the
country’s progressive intellectuals,

Mr Orhan Apaydin, 60, died on February 28,
1986, from a liver ailment in a hospital in Istanbul
After the time of the military coup, h¢ was head of
the Istanbul Bar and one of the brave lawyers who
took on the defense of political prisoners.

At the end of 1981, he agreed to defend the DISK
leaders and, right at the beginniag of the trial, he cor-
nered the military prosecutor on several juridical
points. The military prosecutor wlio wasalso in charge
of the case against the Peace Committee, replied by
ordering Apaydin’s arrest at the beginning of 1982,
stating that as Chairman of the Istanbul Bar, Apaydin
had been among the founders of this committee. So
DISK lost its main defender because Apaydin was kept
in military prison for 20 months and 15 days and
submitted to degrading treatment, like the other ac-
cused pacifists, during his interrogation.

During his stay in prison, he was deprived of ne-
cessary medical care and his liver ailment badly
worsened,

After being set free on November 18, 1984, he
made several attemnpts to obtain a passport so as to
travel abroad for treatment, but, like the famous sin-
ger Ruhi Su (Sce: Imfo-Tirk, Septcinber 1985), he
was prevented from leaving the country. An irony of
fate: as in the case of Ruhi Su, his passport was deli-
vered just a day before his death. It was too late...

Orhan Apaydin had been a momber of the Natio-
nal Assembly between 1961 and 1965 and had held
several honorary titles conferred by juridicial institu-
tions or international academic bodies.
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Apaydin's funeral in Istanbul was transformed
into a demonstrition against repression and teok
place under strict police control. The police also film-
ed all the participants.

THE TRIALS OF ISMAIL BESHKCI

One of the well known victims of the repression,
Professor 1smail Besikgi, faces the same fate as that of
Ruhi Su and Orhan Apaydin. Besik¢i is currently
teing held in the Gaziantep prison,

Besikigi, 47, has always been the tarpet of various
successive governments because of his courngeous
stand regarding the Kurdish population’s rights in
Turkey. Although he is of Turkish origin, he has
shown in his academic studies the national and lin-
guistic characteristics of this population and hasrefut-
ed the official thesis that Kurds are “mountain Turks™
and that the Kurdish language is a derivation of the
Turkisk langugge.

in 197}, he was errested and sentenced for his
studiss. In 1974 he was set free along with other poli-
tical prisoners, following a general amrnesty, But he
was prevented from holding any academic post be-
cause of his ideas, and, in 1979, he was arrested and
sentenced again for another study refuting the official
linguistic thesis, He was freed in 1981 but was rear-
restcd a few months Jater and sentenced to 10 years
in prison for having described prison conditions and
having criticised the coup d'état in a letter hc sent,
while hc was in prison, to the Union of Swiss writers.
He was accused of defaming the Turkish State abroad.

According to the new law on reduction of prison
terras, he should be frecd because he has already serv-
ed six years of his 10-year term:. But, by virtue of a
condition in this same law, he hcs to remain in prison
another ninc months without being disobedicent in the
slightest, and he has to prove hisgood conduct because
he has becn punished scveral times for disobedience
in prison. For this reason, he is not allowed to corres-
pond with unyone outside and all letters addressed to
him are systematically seized by the prison authorities.
Besikgi is also deprived of reading any books and his
family can visit only once every two weeks. In his
badly ventilated cell, Lis health is detcriorating more
and more,

Recently, the Swedish Pen Club sent u letter to
the Minister of Justice, requesting the immediate free-
ing of Dr Besikgi.

A NEW CENSOR LAW

On the Ozal government’s proposal, the National
Assembly adopted on March 6, 1986, a new law
which imposes new censorship on the press, under the
pretext of protecting minors from “harmfull” public-
ations.

According to the law, a cornmission attached to
the Prime Minister’s Office has all authority to judge
a publication’s *“harmfulness’ to minors. iIf found
“harmful,”’ thesec publications can only be sold in
nou-transparent bapgs. 1f three oditions of the same
newspaper are judget “harmful” by the soid commis-
sion, this newspaper will be categorised as entirely
“harmful” and its all future cditions will have to be
sold in bag, If this order is disregarded, the editor will
be fined up to 10 million Turkish liras (30,000 DM)
for each Imfraction, Furthermore, all publications
found *“harmful” will have to pay 40 percent of their
sales revenue to a public housing fund,

Editors of publications, filins, records, cassettes

o
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3,000 YEARS IN PRISON FOR 27 JOURNALISTS

Then one speaks of the persecution of journalists in Turkey, it is always the trials of professional
journalists working for big media which attract werla cpinion. However, there are tens of journalists
in Turkey who have been sentenced fer articles which appearcd in politically committed publications,
but the big-circulation Turkish newspapers do not count them as journalists, Because of that, their
sentences have made not the slightest ccho in the world press.

Recently, the daily Cumauriver of siarch 3, 1986, revealed the unbelievable persecution suffered
by 27 politically committed joumalists whom tribunals bave sentenced to a total of three thousand
years in prison.

VELI YILMAZ (responsible cditor for the periodical Halkin Kurmulusu and Helfan Kurtulusu
Yolunda Genglik): sentenced to a total of 1,170 years for 79 difforent articles and 660,000 LT.

AYDOGAN BUYUXOZDEN (rcsponsible cditor for the daily dydinlik): sentenced to a total of
38 years for 32 articles. He faces aoother 150 years for 33 other articles.

TAMER KAYAS (responsible editor for the daily Politika): sentenced to sevea and a half years
in prison and fined for 416,000 Turkish liras for 7 articles

HASAN BASRY CIPLAK (reponsible editor for the daily Demokrat): sentanced to a ycar and a
half.

ISIK YURTCY (renonsible editor for the Demokrat): sentenced to a total of two ycars and seven

months in four casos.

25 cases.

14 and a haif years in three cascs.

half years for an article,

to 7 aud a half years for an article.

¢d 10 215 yeurs iu all for various articles,
several articles.

all for different criicles.

Cases,

all.

sentenced to 7 and o half ycars,

half yoars.
and 19 months in several cascs.
and three months,

tial law in Turey.

VEYIS SOZUER (reponsible editor for the daily Hergiin): fined in 9 cases,

HASAN FIKRET ULUSOYDAN (responsivle editor for the weekly Halkin Sesi): sentenced to
66 yearsin all in 16 cases, He faces another 64 years in 1) other cascs.

ALAATTIN SAHIN (reponsible editor for tine weekly Halkin Yolu): sentenced to 108 years in

FEYZULLAH OZER (responcible editor for the periodicals Kitle and flke): sentenced o a total
of 12 years in three cases, He faces another seven years in prison.

MERMET OZGUN (responsitle cditor for the periodicals Bagimsiz Tiirkiye and Devrimei Mili-
tan): sentenced to a toial of 33 years and 2 half in 6 cases,

ERHAN TUSKAN (responsible editor for the publications Herici Yurtsever Genglik and Genglik
Diinyasi): sentenced to 48 years and 10 months in ten cases.

2USTAFA TUTUNEBASI (responsibic editor for the weekly Halkin Sesi): sentenced to a total cf
42 years in 14 cases, "It faces another 90 years in prison in 12 other cases,

DCGAN YURDAKUIL (responsible uditor for the monthly 4ydinlik): sentenced to a total of 18
yoarcs in 4 cases, He faces 120 morc years in 16 other cases,

ALI HAYDAR YILDIRLA4 (responsible editor for the publication Militan Genglik): sentenced to

ERSAN SARIKAYA (responsible editor for the publication Griney): sentenced to scven and a

ALl DUMAN (respoisible editor for the publication Yurtscver Devrimei Ogretmen): sentenced

MUSTAYA YILDIRIMTUREK (responsible cditor for the publication fHalkin Kurtulusu): sentenc-

OSMAN TAZ (responsible zsditer for ek Aurmelusi): sentenced to o total of 770 years for

NEVZAT ACAN {responsible ¢difor fer Halkm Xurtulusi): sentenced to 20 and a half years in

IRFAlM ASIX (responsible editor for the publication Partizan): zentenced to 111 years in 13

GALIP BEMIRTAN {(responsible editor for the publicetions Halkin Kurtultisu and Halkinm Kurtu-
lusee Yolunda Genglilt): sentenced to a votal of 20 vears.

METE DALGIN (responsible cditor for the publication Halkin Birligi): sentenced to 30 years in

HALUK SEUKIN LIERIC (responsible editor for the publication Beris ve Sosyalizm Sorunlart).

ALT RABUS {responsible cditor for the publication #irlil: Yolu): sentenced to 18 years.
MUHITTIN GOKTAS (responsible editor for the publication Kiwviletm); sentenced to seven and a

CANDEMIR OZLER (responsihble editor for the publication Savas Yolu): sentenced to 23 years
HUSEYIM ULGER (responsible editor for the publication Geng Sosyalist): sentenced to 8 years

All the periodicals in question have been banned by the military since the proclameaiion of mnar-

or vidco-cassettes judged “obscene” or “pornographic™
will have to pay a fine that will be five to fifteen times
higher than their sales revenue.

Press organisations as well as the opposition are
stressing that, by using tais law arbitrarily, the govern-
ment can destroy cay aon-conforming publication
and suppress the last vestizos of press freedom.

RECENT PRESS CASES

8/2, journalist Erbil Tusalp is tried before a mili-
tary tribunal for his book titled ‘A Thousand Men-
On Human Rights,” and he fuaces a prison term of up
to six and a half yenrs.

942, the prosecutor in Istanbul tried two journa-
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lists, Ali Ugur Saydam of the mapazine PlayLoy and
Savas Kulafat of Flayman, for having reproduced ar-
ticles and photos which the government forbids from
entering Turkey,

11/2,in Ankara, the State Security Court sen-
tenced Erciiment Ozkan, the responsible editor for
Iktibas, and journalist Mehmmet Coban to six year and
three monts each for an article, The same dya, Yasar
Kaplan was sentenced by the same tribunal to a simi-
lar prison term for a pampmhlet on democracy.

12/2, in Istanbul, the writer Fiisun Erbulak and
his editor Ramazan Y asar were sentenced to onc vear
in prison for “obcenity” in a novel by the former.

“15/3, two joumalists for the daily Cumhuriyer,
Ilhan Selguk and Okay Génesin, are tried before a tri-
bunal for “having insvlted the President of the Re-
public and the State Forces™ in an article they wrotc.
Each faces a prison sentence of up to ten years,

16/3, a case against Professor Goksel for his article
which was published in the Cumkurivet, criticising
the trial of doctors who called for an end to the death
penalty.

16/3, the responsible editor for the daily Sabah,
hietin Yilmaz, is tried before a tribunal for “having
insulted the governemnt™ in an article. He faces six
years in prison,

18/3, in lugpla, the editor for the daily Hkadin,
Tufan Dogu, was charzed by the proseeutor with hav-
ing employed a journalist wlio liad been scntenced to
a year and who had served his term, According to the
new press law, employing journalists who have been
sentenced constitutes a erimc which carries a fine.

19/3, in Erzurum, a journalist was chained to his
bed in the hospital. Arif Nihat Folat, the respronsible
cditor for Adrsdz, had Leen sentenced {o prison and
had been transferred to the hospital for treatment,
but the prison authoritics ordered that he be chained
during his hospitalisation to “prevent possible escape.”

RECENT 3ANS ON MEDIA

8/2, the sale and distribution of five magazines
have been banned and copies of them confiscated by
the police. Erkek¢e, Gozde Kadin, Playman, Bravo
and Playboy are azcused of having make obscene pui-
blication.

10/2, three films by German fikumulter Fassbin-
der are banned by the censor law during the festival
organised by the Turkish-German Cultural Institute.
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19/2, certain shots in a Japamese documentary
film are censored by the directors of Turkish Radio-
TV. The shots showing the military presence in South-
cast Anatolia were cut, while the use of the word
“Kurdish” to describe the population of this region
was changed to ““the Turcomans of Western Anatolia.”

27/2, publication of a comic strip titled “The
Tired Fighter” in the daily Milliyet is suspended by a
tribunal on request from the directors of Turkish TV.
A television film based on the same subject was con-
sidered *harmful” by the inilitary junta somo years
ago and was burned on the military prime minister’s
orders,

18/3, showing of the film “Camada Megra™ by
Spanish filmmaker vianuel Gutierrez is banned by the
Censorship Council during the film festival in Istanbui.

PRESSURE ON EKIN-BILAR

A new commercial society formed by Yurkish in-
tellectuals whose goal is to promote culturai activities
has been faced with several legal and police obstacles
irom the first day of its existence.

After the upprobation of its statutes by the rele-
vant ministry, the society Ekin-Bilar launched a varied
program which included cultrual evenings, parties, de-
hates, reading sessions, and the opening of lecture halls,

On February 12, in Istanbul, the government for-
bade an evening of songs by Ruhi Su, the singer who
has beer a victim of the rcpression, and two leaders
of Ekin-Bilar were tried before a tribunal, On February
{4, two meeting halls for debates organised by Ekin-
Bilar were closed to the public by order of the gover-
nor of Ankara,

During the following legal investipation, Prime
#inister ('zal, on way to London, accused Ekin-Bilar
of playing politics and added: “If Aziz Nesin wants
to play politics, ne can form a leftist party within the
limits of the Constitution.

On Ozal’s interference in a lepal proceeding, the
well known humorist Aziz Nesin replied: “Prime Mi-
nister Ozal thinks that we can form a political organ-
ization witl permission, as he has already done... We
know very well when and how we can form what.
The Prime Minister made a joke, quite encroaching on
my domain.”

On the other hand, on February 12 in Istanbul,
police seized the film used vy the team from German
television (ARD) to record Ekin-Bilsr’s activities.
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