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~ FREEDOMS OR CHIQUITA BANANAS

As only just four months have passed since a mockery of general election was staged, Turkey's voters are
once more called on to the polls on March 25, 1984, for electing local councils, provincial councils and village
headmen, This will be the second election show staged under martial law,

Despite the fact that all basic rights and freedoms are still suspended, that thousands of political figures and
intellectuals are still being tried by military courts, that press freedom is still being stifled under censorship, the
Turkish generals and their supporters in the world dare to talk of *‘establishing democracy in Turkey", basing
their argument on a mockery of election. What matters to them is not the respect due to fundamental rights and
freedoms, but to keep up appearances.

Since no fundamental change in Turkish political life can be expected unless the present constitution is repla-
ced by a democratic one, the coming local elections, as the voting of November 6, will not have the effect of tur-
ning Turkey into a democratic member of the European family. Allthough local administrators nominated by the
military are to be replaced by elected ones, General Evren and the new State institutions directly attached to him
will continue, at least for 6 years, to have the last word in all matters of law and order. (See Info-Tilrk, Militarist
‘democracy’ in Turkey, 1983). As for the Ozal government which holds an absolute majority in the one-house
Parliament, this team of Chicago Boys will be carrying out its monetarist policies imposed by the international fi-
nancial institutions for at least a 5-year term of office, without contesting in any way the military’s absolute power.

Nevertheless, contrary to the past general election, the coming local elections will contribute to clarifying the
“genealogical tree” of the new political parties which are to emerge in Turkey.

As kwown, after the military coup, the junta dissolved all political parties and banned the main political lea-
ders, including some former prime ministers, from engaging in political struggles. By doing so, the military intended
to create a new generation of politicians who, instead of carrying on with the traditional quarrels between the Re-
publican People’s Party (CHP) and the Justice Party (AP), are supposed to operate within the ideological and po-
litical framework laid down by the new Constitution.

It should not be forgotten that political parties based on the working class or the Kurdish nationality are to-
tally banned by the new Constitution. All newly-founded parties have to accept the ideological framework impos-
ed by the junta,

Although as many as fifteen new parties have been founded following the adoption of the new Constitution,
the junta permitted only three of them, regarded as the most loyal, to participate in the 6th November general
election. They were the Motherland Party (AnaP) of Turgut Ozal, the Nationalist Democracy Party (MDP) of re-
tired General Turgut Sunalp and the Populist Party (HP) of Necdet Calp, a former Under-secretary in the military
government. ‘

This time, in addition to the junta’s favorites, three more parties have been permitted to stand for election:
The Social Demoeracy Party (Sodep), the Correct Way Party (DYP) and the Welfare Party (RP).

No matter what the junta may assert, the fact remains that each of these six parties claims to be the inheritor
of one or more banned pre-coup parties. Their leaders have already started touring and canvassing the country,
each of them trying to win the support of the electorate of the defunct parties.

Out of the six leaders, Premier Ozal is the only one to claim that his party represents four different political
tendencles of the pre-coup period, merged into a new political movement; ultra-liberalism! Of course, what is
meant by this is liberalism in economic terms, rather than liberalism in the field of fundamental rights and freedoms.

Three other right-wing parties are competing with Ozal: The Nationalist Democracy Party (MDP), the Cor-
rect Way Party (DY) and the Welfare Party (RP).

Nevertheless, the latest opinion polls favor the Motherland Party as the winner of the local elections, although
its popularity fell from 45.15 percent on November 6 to 34.6 percent on February 25.
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As for the two remaining right-wing parties, on
February 25 opinion polls showed that the DYP, de-
spite its claim of being the continuation of the Justice
Party, had hardly won 10 percent support and the *P
only 2 percent.

The rise of Sodep depends mainly on the person-
ality of its leader, Professor Crdal Inéni. Iie has only
the privilege of being the son of the second President
of the Republic Ismet Inomi, but has also managed to
rally many former mayors and deputies of the de-
funct Republican People’s Party (CHP), which haden-
joyed a big ponularity prior to the military coup.

It is, however,. too early to present 2 clear-cut
" picture of the “‘cenealogical tree’ of the political par-
ties, since the same opinion polls show that about 15
percent of the voters arc still undecided,

As underlined above, despite violent verbal quar- .

reling among all these parties, none of them dares to
criticize the present political system nor to condemn
.the military's antj-democratic practices.

The main subject of these quarrels zre the new

economic measures that are being implemented by’

the Ozal Government. In this sense. the outcome of
the coming local elections may be regarded as a test
for the ultra-liberal economic policies of the Chicago

ltoys. Cut even for such a test, it is too carly. The

masses cannot judge the social price of these measurcs
without first observing their effects on their daily life.
To enable such a judgment, a2t least half a year
should have passed. That is preciscly why Ozal has de-
cided to hold the local elections st the earliest possible
moment instead of delaying them until next autwnn.

CHIQUITA BANANAS OF OZAL

Followinz the formation of the gcovernment of
“Chicago ,oys’’, all Turkish citizens have found them-
selves subjected to a series of of drastic economic
measures designed to make the rich richer and the
popoor poorer and to turr Turkey into an open
market for international capital.

Consistent with his electoral inanifest, Premier OG-
zal unveiled onZiecember 29 the first package of meas-
ures liberaliziny imports and taking a definite step to-
ward full convertibility of tive Turkish currency.

Under the new economic program described as
“revolutionary” by an Uzal aid, the weolthy Turkish
citizens have been allowed to hold in Turkey’s banks
unlimited foreign exchange deposits, Previously, only
Turks residing and with jobs abroad were permitted
foreiyn exchange accounts at home or in a foreizn
country. For others, iowever, holding foreizn currency
was an offense punishable by a prison term.

The government has also lifted restrictions on tra-
vel abroad. Any Turkish citizen is now frec to travel
to a foreign country as many times as hie likes by pur-
chasing $ 1000 worth of foreign currency from the
Central 2ank for each trip,- of course, provided th.at
he has no problems with the security authorities and
if he can get a passport.

The exchange ratc of the Turkish lira against oth-
er world currencies will continue to be announced dai-
ly by the Central V.onk, “ut according to n new govern-
ment decree, othier hanks are allowed = 6 percent **float
margin” in determining their own transaction rates a-
gainst the Central bank rate,

Another decree hasliberalized imports in line with
Czal s free market pro-ram, Foreizn goods have heen
divided into three categories: Items whose imports are
banned,; items that can be imported with specizl per-
mission ; and goods not subject to any import restric-

info-Tiirk, £.88- 0.2

tion. Any commeodity not listed under the first two
categories ¢an be imported freely, by paying the re-
quired customs tax.

There is also a fourth category consisting mostly
of consumer goods that can be imported by payins a
surcharge over the regular customs tax. Thus wealthy
Turks are allowed for the first time to buy foreign
goods including luxury cars, color TV sets, Scotch
whisky...

w:zal maintains that foreicn competition on the d
domestic market will force Turkish manufacturers to
produce higherquality 2nd lowerpriced goods and will
thus enable them to get a better chance of competing
on world export markets.In addition, surcharge on
consumer products, for example $400 on a high-pric-
ed color TV set, will zo into a special fund that will
be used to subsidize low-cost housing.

As for exports, the government seeks to encourage
monopolistic comnpanics: those exporting for $ 50 mil-
lion or more 2re to get larger tax reductions than small
firms. Like every typical Ozal package, this one also -
included price hikes. Turkish citizens were stunned
when fresh price increases ranging from 11 to 50 per-
cent were announced for State-produced cigarettesand
alcoholic drinl:s only 3 days before New Year's Day,

Furthermore, the 2zal Government increased in-
terest rates on bank deposits: danks are to pay 47 per-
cent interest on time deposits of 6 months to one year,
np from a previous 35 percent. The interest rate for
one year time Jdeposits has gone up to 45 percent from
40 percent. Interest rates for sight deposits, however,
have been reduced from 2 vrevious 20 percent to § pc.
As an pdvocate of free market economy and tight mo-
ney policies, Ozal considers higher interest rates ne-
cessary to increase savines and reduce inflation.

The first repercussions of Turkey’s new liberal im-
port rezime crupted when an Izmir businessman im-
ported 10 tons of bananas from Panama for the first t
time in more than 40 years. And Turkey found herself-
involved in a “‘bananz quarrel”.

In view of tle fact that Turkey is a producer of
tasty benanas, the appearance of Panamanian and Af-
rican bananas of the ““‘Chiquita™ brand in greengrocers’
stalls gave rise to a lot of controversy.

Adnan ioser afaoghu, the Finance himnister of
the previous snilitary-backed government, said: “The
“alance of payments situation in 1984, with an esti-
mated deficit of $ 3,500, $, does not atlow such meas-
ures. Even much richer countries cannot venture on
such a liberalization program.”

in Premier ! z2l’s opinion, this reaction was a new
example of what he called “‘bureaucratic details”. ile-
fore leaving Ankarz for Davos in Switzerland where h
he wasto attend the meeting of the European i fanage-
ment Forum, iic termed the “banana import’ matter
mnatter 2 Y'sword of Damocles’” and emphasized the ne
need to prevent “‘artificial” hikes in banana prices. If
the prices were to 2o up, wnore bangnas would be im-
ported =nd this would be the case not only for bananas
but for any commodity, in line with the “philosophy
of the Turkish model™.

Although the measures announced by the Ozal
Government were thie continuation of those which had
neen adopted on Tanuary 24, 1980, when Ozal was
the economic adviser in the then government,-- on the
4th snniversary of these policiesimposed by the Inter- -
national [ lonetary Fund, 9zal asserted that the 24
Yanuary nacliage’ expression was out of date and
that the model shonld now be labelled the “Turkish
srodel”,

“The systems implemented in other countries are

e

Resp.Ed: Mateo Alaluf; 24, Venelle aux Quatre Noeuds - 1150 Druxeltes - Dap.Leg: 2198



not identical with ours”, Czal said. *‘Ours is a Turkish
model, a Turkish miracle which Las a lot of prestire.
“ hy? Because it has succeeded in stemming inflation
and at the same time raised the national income by ap-
proximately 4 - 4.5 percent and increased exports.”

Ilowcver this new model may be labelled, the fact
remains that, since January 24, 1980, Turkey has been
in the process of chianzing ker economic policy based
on the "substitution of imports’” which had been avpli-
ed from the early 60’s up to 1980. For 20 years, the
import of goods similar to those produced in Turkey
had absolutely been prohibited. This policy was oim-
ed at encouraging and protecting the national industry.

From January 24, 1980, especially after the mili-
tary takeover, Turkey gave up this policy and started
liberalizing imports, despite the fact that the country
suffered trom a lack of foreizn currency. The only
remedy for this was to foster exports by offering low-
rate credits and by reducing production costs of ex-
pott goods thanks to the ban on collective bargaining
and strikes, and by enforcing a wage-freczc.

Although Ozzl admits that the success of his whole
economic model depends desperately on the belance
scale of exports vis a vis imports, the signs are not yet
very heartening. According to the official fipures, in-
ports rose by § percent in the first 11 months of 1983.
Expotts, on the other hand, froze at previous levels,
This meant that while exports met 64 percent of im-
ports in 1982, they met only 62 percent last year. For-
eign trade deficit shotup by 11 pc to 3,000 million 8.

The 1984 Econoinic Program sets a target of
6,850 million § in exports, and 9,850 million $ in im-
ports. How is he going to achieve it? It would require
a net increase of 30 percent on last year's exports
which stagnated at 1982 levels. His policy of “feeding
the Iiiddle East' would also require a complete rever-
sal of the industry-concentrated trendin exports. Next,
it would require large-scale investments in infrastruc-
ture. Finally, the effects of imports liberalization will
also have to be reckoned with.

WHAT ABOUT FOREIGN CAPITAL?

“Are the jumbo-jets of the foreign investors’ ar-
my ready to touch down at Yesilkdy Airport in Istan-
bul?”, asked the Turkish Daily News of Febrary 13.

Gzal's government program emphasizes the need
for foreign resources in order to carry out investments
in all fields selected to that end. Cut it was the same
Ozal, as Vice-Premier of Turkey in charge of economic
affairs, wiio opened the doors of Turkey to foreign in-
vestors in 1980, and the result of this 4-year practice
has not been so hopeful. In 1979, there werc g total
of 91 firms with capital worth $ 228.1 .nillion. “etween
1980 and 1983, 407 more fitms were given permission
with a total of $704.25 million. In rezlity, the invest-
ment made in hard currency was only £ 253.57 mil-
lion. The rest, § 450.68 million have been invested in
Turkish currency by foreign creditors who could not
be reimboursed in hard currency.

The annual investment was 97 million in 1980,
337.51 million in 1981, 167 million in 1982 and
102.74 million in 1983.

Cut of those $ 704.25 million foreirn investment
in four years § 522.77 million were invested in ma-
nufacturing industry, $1.95 million in aariculture,
$ 2,97 million in mining, $ 162.8 million in services
such as tourism, baaking, transportation ete.

The main shares of foreign countries in the in-
vestments are as follows:

1. 102 FRG companies § 137.16 million
2. 84 Cwiss companies $ 226.02 million
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. 45 US companies $ 97.18 million

. 22 critish comnanies $ 24.55 million
. 16 Tutch companies § 18.67 million
. 14 Italian companies $ 10.72 million
. 13 French companies § 37.84 million
. 7 Danish compecnies § 12.08 million

. 7 Canadian companies $ 7.52 million

10. 7 Lebanese companies $ 8.65 million

11. § T.elgian coinpanies § 4.70 million

12. § Swedish companies $ 0.51 million

13, 5 Luxemburgian companies $ 13.67 million

14. 4 Austrian companies $ 2.45 million

In comparison with foreign investments prior to
the military coup, the investment level reached over
the past four years is rather high. Towever, the govern-
ment’s aim is now to go much further. In pursuance
of the new measures, Turkey will become a tax haven
for foreign firms. The Cabinet has beecn empowered
to raise to 100 percent, or in any case to over the pres-
ent 60 percent, tax reductions for firms investing in
*‘key’’ sectors and in “development priotity'® areas. It
can also zero the Corporation Tex which is now be-
tween 10 and 15 percent for foreign firms.,

Has the campeaign for attracting foreign invest-
ment already bezun to bear frult? Obviously, it is too
carly for an evaluation. The first test on this subject
will be the talks with US and FRG buginessmen who
will reportedly visit Turkey in February 1984.
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UNREST IN BUSINESS

The new economic measures of the ("zal Govern:
ment hove given rise to unrest not only among wage-
earners and small producers and tradesmen, but also
among big businessmen.

During the General Assembly meeting of the As-
sociation of Turkish Industrialists and Tusinessmen
(TUSIAD), held on January 20, two fractions of big
husiness collided one with another: those who had gain-
ed their economic power thanks to the policy of “im.
ports substitution' and, on the other hand, those
who have grown richer over the past four years thanks
to the “‘exports fostering’’ policy. .hereas the former
contented themselves with marketing their products
only within the country, the second generation of
Turkish businessmen has made a breakthrough espe-
cially toweard the :#iddle East countries,

The Ozel government, by granting the privilege
of trade with socialist countries to 13 fums whose ex-
ports reachied § 50 million in 1982, has openly put hi:
weight in favour of the new seneration of businessmen.

Consequently, the first generation of Tutkish bu-
siness accusect the government of serving the new mo-
nopolies. In response, The Government spokesmen re-
minded them that for 20 years the first generation of
businessmen bad exploited the domestic market thanks
to the policy of “imports substitution”, and that it
was now the turn of those who endeavour to exploit
the foreign markets thanks to the Government’s new
cconomic policy,

*"hichever of these two fractions is right, it is be-
yond dou™t that Turkey has been in sn accelerated
nrocess of monopotization of all economic sectors
since the imposition of the measures of January 24,
1980;and this process ‘estroys the *“.nainmast”, n term
used by Ozal for the masses of wage-carners, little
peasants, trodesmen and handicraftsmen, while the
wealtiy classes are getting more and more wealthy.

According to the daily Terciiman of January 19,
over the past year, 7,082 small firms have been forced
to close down for being unable to cope with the com-
petition of mononolistic companies.
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WORKING CLASS IN ANGER

Obviously, the main victim of {>znl’s drastic imeas-
ures has always been and is still the working class, be-
cause it is the only section of society which has been
denied all fundamental rights.

Gn the very first day of ti-c military regime, the
righits to organize in trade unions and to collective
bargaining were suspcnded, the most militant trade
union confederation, I8, was closed down and its
leaders are still being tried under arrest by military
courts.

As for Tirk-Is, the other trade-union confedera-
tion which is organized rather in the putlic sector, its
leaders have adopted a conciliatory policy towards
the military junta and its Secretary General, Sadik Vi-
de, wsas even appointed Liinister of Social Affairs and
shared all respongibility of the military rovernment
over the past three years of repression.

In the face of a wave of protests raised by the
world trade-union centers, the international Confede-
ration of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) suspended the
affiliation of Tirk-Is as lonz as Side holds the post of
Secretary General. (Unfortunately, the ICFTU hias
not been alle to stand firm and on a siinple promise
of Tirk-Is Clinirman Sevket Yimaz that Side would
never be re-elected to tle same post, cancelled its de-
cision of suspension and permitted the Tirk-Is deleaa-
tion to participate in the world congress of the confe-
deration in Oslo.)

A few months later, the double-faced and deceit-
ful attitude of the Tiirk-Is leaders was proven once
more at the national congress of this pro-zovernment-
al confederation. Tespite the so-called opposition of
Yiimaz to the re-election of fadil: Side, the latter
won the election apainst two other candidates, As for
Yimaz himself, he was re-elected chzirman without
having any challenser, After the election, Yilmaz and
Side shook hands and husged each other and declared
they would work “hand-in-hand”’. This strongly con-
trasted with 2 recent statement Yilmaz made prior to
the Congress that he would not work with Side as his
Secretary General.

After the Congress Yilmaz szid that their display
of friendship “was not a show” but “‘a sincere act”.
Side told reporters: ‘““We were not agzainst each other.
The Chairman has been iny friend for 20 years, There
have been soine people who wanted to break us apart
but they were unsuccessful.”

\’hat is more astonighing in the face of this sort
of hypocrisy is the taeit conscnt of the ICFTU to the

* re-election of Side.

Yet, the results of the election were very far
from being a real victory of the duo Yimaz-Side.
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" Lile Yilmaz was receiving only 192 out of 349 votes
%ide obtained 171 out of 345 votes, For the first time
in the history of Tirk-Is, two of its mzjor leaders
were elected with such a low percentage.

Considering tlic 50 percent fall in snending no-
wer over the past three years, this result was not a
surprise. -‘esides, the enormous difference between
the incomes of the wage-earners and those of the
Tilrk-Is leaders hos been onc of the reasons of the
rank-and-file's reaction npainst the Yilmoaz-fide admi-
nistration. According to the right-wing daily Terciiman
of lecember 27, 1983, the monthly salary of Turk-Is
officials was more than 300,000 TL (§ 1,000), while
the minimum salary was 10.000 TL (8 33) and the
averase wage was 25,000 (5 83).

Prior to the general eleection, Tiirk-is officials
supported the Juntz's propazanda campoign by claim-
ing that after the election trade-union riehits would be
re-established and the system of collective bargaining
and stril:ics would be put azain in practice.

Yut, at mid-February, despite the fact that al-
ready three months have passed since the election
collective bargaining had not yet resumed. The most
militant confederation of the Turkish trade union
maovement was still banned and its leaders were still
Lehind bars, [dorcover, without having a court verdict,
oll premises, cars and materials of . :ISK are being sold
by public auction, and Tiirk-Is does not raise any pro-
test acainst this practice despite the pledge that it
vave at the ICFTU Congress to defend the sister-con-
federation.

In these circumstances, General-President Evren,
visitine on Yanuary 27, 1984 the headquarters of both
Tiiri-1s and the Turkish Employers’ Union (TIS! ),
nurgec¢ koth parties on the industrial scene to work in
harmony and praised Tiirk-Is for its “efforts in main-
taining peace and security in the country”. Fe also
stated that the period for collective bargaining will
soon start,

“ut according to press reports, even if collective
bargaining resumes, only a few hundred thousands
out of 4.5 million wage-carners would benefit from
this possibility in 1984, To cap it all, while the annusl
inflation rate was more than 50 percent in 1983, both
the povernment and the employers have already de-
clared that they would not accept any wage rise hizh-
er than 25 percent.

There is no doubt that Ozal's new economic
measures cannot possibly be enforced and implement-
ed, unless wages zre curbed. “nt there is alwaysa price
for such a policy, that is the wage-carners’ growing
anger which, if there is no pacific way of sohation,
would give rise to a new wave of wildcat strikes, as it
wns in the precoup period.

STATE TERROR

BURNING QUESTION: AMNESTY

Prior to the electoral canpaign, the six political
parties which have been permitted to take part in the
local elections see themselves obliged to make some
gestures on this buming question, with the view of
winning the support of the prisoners’ relatives.

First the Populist Party (HP) and the Wational
Democracy Party (iiDP), both represented in Parlis-
ment, have tabled draft bills providing for an amnesty
on behalf of those who were not condemned for cri-

:nes azainst the State. In view of the fact that the vast
maejority of political prisoners have been convicted on
the charge of “*having committed a crime arainst the
Turkish Statc”, both bills have, properly speaking,
uothing to do with an amnesty, [Joreover, even for
common offenses, the ’P and the tiDP propose an
amnesty covering only prisor: terms up to 10 years
and 5 years respectively.

According to a stotement made by the Instice
M inister on January 6, the number of all prisoners in
Turkey is 74,946, 46.473 of whom have been con-
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victed and 28,473 are under arrest. Since the procla-
mation of the Republic, I“inister }Mecat Eldem added,
the lezislative has enacted 110 amnesty laws of which
9 for a general amnesty and the rest for partial or in-
dividual amnesties, The Ozal Government claims ti:at
a new amnesty is the concern of the Parlizment, not
of the cxecutive power.

On the other hand, the Foreign Affairs Minister
Vahit Halefoolu stated to the German newspaper Ge-
neral Anzeiger thot ot present 12.559 persons are in
prison for taking part in armed violence acts, and
claimed that there are no political prisoners in Turkey.

In reply to Helefogly, the daily Cumburiyet an-
nounced on January 17 that none of the leaders or
members of DS or of nolitical parties such as TiP,
TSIP, TIKP and ISP or of associations such as TC2
DEXR and KCY-XCOP are beinz tried for armed vio-
lence zcts, but for their political or philosoplical
views. The newspaper reminded that even the Primne
wiinister’s brother, orkut Ozal, is one of the defen-
dants at the MSP (IWational Salvation Party) Trial.

FASCISTS RELEASED

Thile the discussion on the amnesty of political
prisoners is poing on within the limits laid down by
the Riartial law authorities (See: Info-Tirk Dulletin of
January 1984}, and while at the trials of left-wing or-
zanisations, tiie defendants are still hreld under deten-
tion or are being tried under the threat of the death
sentence or heavy prison terms, military courts have
already started to release many notorious lenders and
activists of the fascist movement.

Recently, on February 16, the military court
connected with the Ankarz “fartial Law Command
decided to release the Secretary General of the Matio-
nalist Action Party (L4HP) for whorm the prosecutor
had demanded toe death sentence. So, among the lea-
ders of this party, the anly one to remain in prison is
Colonel Turkes, the Chairman of the party.

Begides, on January 27, Ibrahim Ciftci, a fascist
activist who was accused of having murdered a public
prosecutor, Pogan Cz, in 1978, was acquitted by the
military court. Ciftci, kwown as one of the most cruetl
killers of the WEF, had already been sentenced four
times to deatk by a military court, but the [ilitary
Court of Cassation has overruled each time t'.c ver-
dict. Thercupon, tixe lower court has been forced to
discharge him.

According to the daily Cumihurivet of January
16, the conclusion of tie trial azainst the L4 =P wiiich
has been going on for 28 months, will toke up at least
another few years. After having completed the read-
ing of the written proofs wiici reached 105,060 pa-
ges, the military court has started tiic hearings of the
eye-witnesses wio number 3,600,

Motwitistanding t'tat the trial had heen initiated
28 months ago with more than 500 defendants under
arrest, today only 124 of them are still in prison, the
rest including zll party leaders, except Turkes, have
already been released.

MOVE AGAINST DEATH PENALTY

Lawyers of dcfendants sentenced to deanth have
made a new move to get the death penalty abolished
in Turkey. Attorney ifalit Celenk, in answer to ques-
tions of the Turkish Mews Agency on January 26,
statcd that the issue of the death penalty should be
approached objectively, not emotionally. ile added:
“The most basic human rizght, tie right to live, is be-
ing prevented by the avplication of the death penalty
and this is opposite to the principles of democracy
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and civilized populations. The government’s respon-
sability should be to protect human life. Anyone,
whetber for personal or socizl reasons, can be driven
to commit 2 murder. owever, a levelheaded novern-
ment cannot elimincte human life””. Stressing that
these punishments were not “preventive’”, Celenk
czlled for their removal,

Another lawyer, Sevket Can Czbay said: “As
someone who has accompanied several defendants to
their place of cxecution and heard the laments of
their families, ¥ am asking for the immediate revoca-
tion of the death penalty. liot to do so would be
~armful to the future generations.”

Lawyer lJahdi Rektas who has been present s
few times at the execution of his defendants said:
“I do not think I could stand witnessing another such
event. To sec someone’s life eliminated by rules is an
experience that no one who did not see it can under-
stand™,

Another lawyecr questioncd by the Agency. Is
mail Cakmak, said: “*Capital punisnment is not a pu-
nishment but, as a lot of lawycrs have spid, a primiti-
ve method of revenpge. As a matter of fact, in certain
periods the application of the death penalty decreases
and in others, its increases, It is also apparent that the
application of the death penalty does not reduce the
number of crimes committed. Then of course, the
real responsability of the government is not to enforce
the death penalty but to take precautions so that
its citizens can live safely. 'y reducing the number of
unemployed people, bringing down inflation and se-
curing equal salaries for everyone, the government
could ensurc a more just political and economic poli-
cy. The immediate abolition of the death penalty,
and the pardon of those sentenced to death is neces-
Sary."

According to tiie Anatolian News Azency, as for
Necember 12, 1983, there were 21 death sentences
on the agenda of the Mational Assembly, which have
been aprroved by the Court of Cassation and were
weiting for ratification by the lesislators.

NEW DEATH SENTENCES

Thile the application of the death penalty has
been piving rise to controversy, Turkey's military
courts have continued to nronounce deatlt sentences
for political detainees in the course of January.

Gn Jznuary 24, at a mass trial involving 291 de-
fendants, accused of belonging to the Zlack Sea coast
orgznisation of Nev-Yol, the martial law court of Er-
zincan sentenced eight militants to death, while 153
others wcre piven prison terms ranzing from one year
to life inprisonment.

On the same day, in izinir, a military tribunal
condemned three militants of T evolutionary Libera-
tion (DX} to death and two otliers to vrison terms.

Zn January 2, in Erzincan, the saime tribunal had
condemned two other activists to death and four oth-
ers to prison terms up to 10 years.

Other Condemnations:

2.1, in Erzincan, 17 persons from 2 up to 20 years.

6.1, in Ankara, two alleged members of TEEP to
6 and 8 years’ imprisonment.

7.1, in Erzurum, 6 members of Zev-Yol up to §
years; in Izmir, a militant of TDI{P to 6 vears jail.

8.1, in Erzurum, 13 left-wing activists and one
rightist up to 10 years; in Elazig, 5 members of PLIT
to prison terms ranging from 6 months to 13 years.

18.1, in Izmir, two alleged members of The Path
of the Turkish 2cvolution {T2Y) to 4 years each.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS ON TURKEY

TO ACCOUNT FOR DEATHS IN PRISON

On 16 February 1984, Amnesty Internationel called on the head of tire Turkish Armed Forces to
account publicly for seven prisoners reported to have died in a military prison in Eastern Turkey in
January.

In an urgent message to the Turkish Chief of General Staff, General Necdet Urug, the worldwide
human rigitts organization expressed concern about reports of the resumption of torture and ill-treat-
ment of inmates of Divarbakwr "ilitary Prison.

It named seven prisoners reported to nave died in tiie prison this year. Four were known to have
been buried, it said. In three otner cases, Amnesty International had learncd that the fomilies had
becn informed of their relatives’ deaths but that the bodies were not gvailable for burial,

Amnesty International said thet all t:e familics concernad should be given the hodies of their dead
relatives and allowed to arrange independcnt medical examinations to establish the cause of death,

Tihe Amnesty International call followed a visit by one¢ of its delegates to Diyarbakir {inore than
1,000 km from Istanbul) to seck information about three prisoners reported to have died in unex-
plained circumstances.

The military authorities in Diyvarbakir acknowledged the deaths of two prisoners, Necmettin Bii-
yiikkaya end Yilmaz Demir, They told the delcgate that one of the prisoners had committed suicide
and the other had died of a brain tumour, Amnesty International said. No form of inquest proceed-
ings are known to have taken place, it said.

Since the delegate’s visit the organization iias received information on the deaths of four more
prisoners.

These reported deatits came after inmates in the military prison had begun their second hunger-
strilc in september 1983,

An Amnesty Interngtional representative said that the Organization had received frequent com-
plaints of torturc of inmates at Diyarbakir in recent years and had repeatedly urged the quthorities to
investigate the allegations and take all necessery steps to halt the torture,

URGENT ACTION FOR PRISONER

On the other hand, Amnesty International launched an urgent action in favour of Ngzlf Kaleli,
teacher and trade-unionist, aged about 40, jailed since I7arch 1980. He was sentenced to 15 years'im-
prisonment in October 1983 after being convicted under Article 125 of the Turkish Penal Code of se-
cessionist activitics as an alleged member of the Socialist Party of Turkish Xurdistan (TKSP). He is
imprisoned in Diyarbakr Military Prison.

Amnesty Interngtional was informed that Nazif Kaleli was in a coma and it is not known whether
he has been transferred to a hospital. The London-hased organisation recommends to send relegrams
end express letters to General Kaya Yazgan, Liartial Law Commander of Diyarbakir, to express con-

cern about reports that Nazif Kaleli has becn tortured and is in @ coma.

19.1, in Ankara, 3 members of Dev-Yolup to 15
years.

23.1, in ¥zmir, 3 members of Dev-Yol up to 4
years,
24.1, in Géletik, 54 members of Liberation to
prison termsranging from 3 to 15 years’ imprisonment.

Resides, the Istanbul fiartial Law Command an-
nounced that in yanuary military courts under its ju-
ridiction had condemned 125 persons to various pris-
on terms,

TIP LEADERS CONDEMNED

On Januery 25, the military court of the Istanbul
Iartial Law Command condemned 102 defendants of
the trial of the " ‘orkers’ Party of Turkey (TIP)} to pris-
on terms up to 12 years. Four members of the Cen-
tral Committee of the party were ziven 12-years’ im-
prisonment each, while 10 others were condemned to
8 years and the remaininy 88 to 5 years.

The tribunal also ordered that 14 members of the
{Central Committee wio had been released last year,
be arrested.

Party Chairwoman Dehice Dorai: and Zecretary
General Nihat Sargin have not heen included in this
trial since they left Turkey just after the military
coup. Prior to the coup, the party had reached a crit-
ical stage duc to the split which occured within the
Central Committee.

After they arrived in Europe, Soran and Sarpin

announced that their opponents in the Central Com-
mittee had been expelled from the party. Three of
the four defendants who were given the heaviest pris-
on terms are from the ousted group.

As for the other Central Committee members
who had taken sides with Loran-Sargin, they were
given lower prison terms thanks to their submissive
statements before tiie tribunal. (Sece: Bulletin of
June 1982}

MEW TRADE UNION TRIALS

s mile the trials of the trade-union officials affiliat-
ed to DISK were being merzed with the principal trial
of DISH, the military prosecutor of Istanbul continu-
ed to file new suits azainst others,

The trinls of 16 officials of the Progressive kletal
“Torkers’ Union {Dev-liaden-Sen) end of 13 officials
of the Tiovie industry Employees’ Union (Sine-Sen)
started respectively on January 3 and 5 before mili-
tary tribunals. The defendants risk prison terms up to
20 ycars.

On the other hand, the number of defendants at
the trial of the Petro-Chemical Yorkers’ Union (Pet-
kim-ls} rose to 87 witii 10 additional ones.

Other Mew Cases:

3.1, in Istzcbul, 6 persons accused of making
propezenda for boyeotting the general election of No-
vember 6.
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8.1, in 1zmir, 5 alleged members of Dev-Yol,

13.1, in lstanbul, 5 members of the Progressive
Youth Association (1GD).

14.1, in Ankara, 12 persons for shouting slogans
in front of the Cultural Affairs Ministry prior to the
12th September coup.

19.1, in Ankara, 20 persons, accused of arms
dealing.

20.1, in iIstanbul, 89 alleged members of the
Third Road fraction of the Popular Liberation Front/
Party of Turkey (THKP/C).

Besides, on January 7, Comect V'ay Party (DYP)
Chairman Yildirim Avci was interrogated in Ankara
by a military prosecutor for an interview with the
weekly Nokita.

On January 13, in Ankara, at the trial of the of-
flcials of the Popular House, the prosecutor called for
the imprisonment of 9 defendants and the final dis-
solution of the association.

On January 30, during a trial of Dev-Yol mem-
bers, defense lawyer Emin Deger was taken out from
the court-room and searched by guards.

MAN-HUNTS AND ARRESTS

Despite the so-called '‘restoration of democratic
life”, the security forces carry on with man-hunts and
arrests throughout Turkey,

On January 4, during a combing operation in Is-
tanbul, special teams shot dead a Dev-Yol militant,
Gd&kalp Ciftcioglu, and arrested 35 others,

Two weeks later, on January 19, the martisl law
authorities announced that again in Istanbul, the se-
curity forces apprehended 10 alleged members of the
Revolutionary Communists’ Union of Turkey (TIKB)
and shot death another one, Ismail Ciineyd.

Other Arrests:

4.1, in Adana, the Martial Law Command an-
nounced the armrest of 3] alleged members of the E-
mergency Group.

19.1, in Bursa, the security forces amrested 70
persons during a combing operation,

21.1, in Adana, 20 alleged members of the Kur-
dish organisation PKK were taken into custody.

25.1, in Erzincan, 32 alleged members of Dev-
Yol were arrested.

28.1, in Elazig, the security forces arrested 21
alleged members of Dev-Yol and two of PFK.

UNIFORM IMPOSED TO DEFENDANTS

Despite the protest actions, Turkish martial law
authoritles have extended the practice of forcing polit-
ical prisoners to wear prison uniforms when thzy ap-
pear before military tribunals.

Following the defendants of Dev-5ol (See: Bul-
tin of January 1984), on January 18 in Istanbul, 89
defendants of a THKP/C Trial took off their prison
uniforms and entered the court-room with drawers in
protest at this practice. Thereupon, they were thrown
out of the court-room by force.

The same scene reoccurred the next day in Anka-
1a during the trial of 10 alleged members of Dev-Sol.

The trade union leaders and journalists are also
subjected to this treatment incompatible with human
dignity. On January 19, all defendants of the DISK
Trial, including Chairman Abdullah Bastirk, were
brought before the tribunal in prison uniforms. Like-
wise Al Sirmen, columnist of the daily Cumburiyer,
was tried on February 3 in prison uniform by a court
in Istanbul.
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NAZIM HIKMET WANTEDI

Nazim Hikmet, the most distinguished Turkish
poet in the world who died 20 years ago in exile, is
wanted by the Turkish authorities.

Ry order of the public prosecutor, & police court
in Ankara decided the confiscation of a collection of
Nazim Hikmet’s poems, entitled “Greeting to the
Working Class of Turkey™, and issued a warrant for
summoning the author before the court. The poet is
accused of heving made propaganda to destroy the
nation’s unity and integrity.

REVIEW BANNED

The lstanbul Martial Law Command ordered on
January 30 a ban on the publication and distribution
of the monthly review Somut. The review, published
by the Cooperative of Turkish V'riters, is accused of
not complying with the martial law orders.

18.000 BOOKS UNDER ARREST!

The daily Cumhuriyet of January 22 reported
that 1 18.000 books published between 1972 and 1979
by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs were still kept in
bond since the military coup. They were reportedly
confiscated by order of martial law commanders
claiming that they contained harmful propaganda.
For three years the military prosecutor has been hold-
ing an inquiry into this with the view of filing a suit
against the authors of these books.

NEW PRISONERS OF OPINION

The Istanbul Martial Law Command announced
on February 4 that, in the course of January, seven
persons had been condemned by military tribunals on
the charpe of "making communist propaganda through
publications’: Remzin Kiigikarslan to 23 years, Mu-
hittin Gdktas to 7.5 years, hfehmet Sahin Ozkdk to
5.5 years, Mustafa Titiincitbas1 to 15 years, Osman
Tas to 21 years, Abdullah Rulut to 6 years and Nev-
zat Agan to 11 years.

THE CASE OF A KURDISH PUBLISHER

In karche-les-Dames, Belgium, Amnesty Inter-
national Group 28 has launched a campaign calling
for the release of a Kurdish publisher, Recep Marash.

He was in charge of Komal publishing house in
Istanbul, which used to publish mainly books on Kur-
dish history and culture and on the situation of the
[Kurdish population in Turkey, until its closing down
in 1980 under martial law,

After serving 8 months’ jail for his publishing ac-
tivities, Ire had been released in 1979, A year and a
half ago, he was again arrested, tried and sentenced
for publishing 8 book entitled “Open Letter to the
President of the Turkish Republic'’; this time he was
sentenced to 4 years’ imprisonment and this verdict
was later on confirmed by the Court of Appeal.

On January 10, 1983, Marash was again sentenc-
ed by Istanbul military court no. 1 to a total of 12
years' jail, on various charges relating to his publica-
tions.

On May 26, 1983, the daily Milliyet reported
that Marasli had once more been given 3 years’ jail
for publishing two books, on a charge of making sepa-
ratist propaganda,
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PURGES AT UNIVERSITIES

The daily Milliver of February 1st, 1984 report-
ed that since the foundation of the Higher Education
Council (YCK), 794 members of the teaching staff of
Turkish universitics have left their posts; 259 of them
were dismissed by YOK by order of martial law au-
thorities, 535 resigned or asked for an early retircment
in protest at the violation of the universities’ acade-
mic autonomy. {The list of 794 victims of YOK is
available at Info-Tirk).

After the general elections, the practices of YOI
have given rise to a lot of controversy, Even among
the deputies of Ang-P which is in charge of govern-

5.1, in Frankfurt/tsain, FRG, the private car of a
Turkish migrant worker was set on fire.

8.1, the Turkish authorities announced that last
vear 19,400 Turkish workers passed through the Ka-
pikule checkpoint at the Turkish-Bulgarian border
with the view of settling down in Turkey. But 16,400
of them returned later on to the European countries
where they work after having left their families and
house-effects in Turkey. They declared that they
mean to live alone abroad unti{ the moment of ob-
taining their right to retirement.

14.1, in Ylen, Austria, a 35-year-old Turkish
worker, Cevdet Emini was found shot dead.

15.1, in Osnahriick, FRG, many foreigners’ asso-
ciations have received threatening letters, The police
authorities warned these associations against the dan-
ger of letter-bombs and parcel-bombs.

18.1, in Stuttgart, FRG, a 10-year-old Turkish
boy, Blinyamin Cetin was attacked and brutally beat-
en by a German youth,

22,1, in Brussels, the demanstration calling for
the withdrawal of [ linister Gol's Aliens bill, and for a
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ment affairs, YOK is branded an anti-democratic in-
stitution. And yet, the party leader and Prime Minis-
ter Turgut Ozal stated that it is rather early to con-
template modifying the law on YOE. “If laws are be-
ing very often altered, they lose all efficiency. Ve
should wait for a certain time in order to judge cor-
rectly the disadvantages of the law,”” he said,

As for General-President ¥ enan Evren who had
enacted the foundation of YOK and nominated its
members, he declared to the Turkish press that YOK
is a constitutional institution and that it is to stay in
force unless the new Constitution is changed, He con-
firmed his confidence in YOX Cliairman Ihsan Dogra-
mac1 by visiting the seat of the institution on January.

real insertion policy of immigrants, was agreat success,
Qver 7,000 peopie had assembled from all regions of
the country in response to an appeal launched by
both two groups of trade unions and the Co-ordina-
tion against Immigrants’ rights’ violations. The on-
staught of winter and heavy snowfalls didn’t stop
thousands of demonstratars marching through the
city and shooting "Belgians, Immigrants, Solidarity”.

26.1, in Heilbronn, FRG, a 50-year-old Turkish
worker, Emruliab Bagci, was attacked by a German
racist, as he accompanied his wife to hospital.

28.1, in Brussels, the Turkish Foundation of Re-
ligious Affairs held its second congress in presence of
the President of the Religious Affairs Department of
the Turkish Republic, Tayyar Altikutag. This founda
tion is an initiative of the Turkish military regime
with a view to take under control all Turkish mosques
and religious associations. According to Altikulag,
while more than half of 48,000 mosques in Turkey
had no qualified religious personnel, aH of over 50
Turkish mosques in Belgium have already been pro-
vided with the necessary religious staff.



